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Representative Lott To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 48

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REQUESTI NG THE UNI TED STATES SENATORS
OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl SUPPORT A REPEAL OF THE FEDERAL EXCl SE
TAX ON TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS.

VWHEREAS, the federal excise tax on conmuni cations was enacted
in 1898 for the purpose of funding the Spani sh-Anmerican War; and

VWHEREAS, the tax was introduced as a "tenporary" |uxury tax;
and

VWHEREAS, tel ephone service is no longer a |luxury, but rather
a necessity for consuners of all incone |evels; and

WHEREAS, the federal excise tax is regressive, as |owincone
Aneri cans pay a hi gher percentage of their income for tel ephone
servi ces than high-incone Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, tel ecommunications services are the infrastructure
upon whi ch new technol ogi es, including the Internet, depend, and
therefore, the tel econmunications exci se tax di scourages expansion
of both the tel ephone infrastructure and new technol ogi es; and

VWHEREAS, the federal excise tax on tel ecommunications flows
into the general fund, rather than being earmarked for a specific
pur pose; and

VWHEREAS, both houses of Congress passed a repeal of the
federal excise tax on tel ecommunications in 2000, which was vetoed
by President WIliam Jefferson Cinton:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That the Legislature of the State of M ssissippi requests
our United States Senators to support a repeal of the federal

exci se tax on tel econmuni cati ons.
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28 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
29 furnished to Mssissippi's Congressional Delegation and to the

30 nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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