M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Representatives Akins, Capps, Gadd, To: Rules

Gregory, Martinson, Rogers (14th), Stevens
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 27

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG VAN CHANCELLOR UPON HI S
ACCOVPLI SHVENTS AND W NNI NG THE 2004 OLYMPI C GOLD MEDAL I N WOVEN' S
BASKETBALL.

VWHEREAS, since being naned Head Coach and CGeneral Manager of
the Whnen's Nati onal Basketball Association's (WNBA) Houston
Comets franchise on April 29, 1997, Van Chancel |l or has conti nued
to raise the standard of excellence within the arena of wonen's
basket bal | ; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Louisville, Mssissippi, Coach
Chancel | or played two years of basketball at East Central Junior
Coll ege in Decatur, M ssissippi, before transferring to
M ssi ssi ppi State, where he earned a bachelor's degree in math and
physi cal education in 1965 and his nmaster's degree in physical
education in 1973; and

WHEREAS, Coach Chancellor first savored the coaching
experience during his senior year at M ssissippi State, serving as
head coach of the boy's basketball team at Noxapater Hi gh School
foll owed by coaching careers at Horn Lake Hi gh School and Harrison
Central Hi gh School; and

VWHEREAS, before joining the professional ranks, Coach
Chancel | or spent 19 successful seasons as the head coach of the
University of M ssissippi Lady Rebels where he posted a w nning
record of 439-154, made 14 NCAA Tour nanent appearances, ranked
14th in all-time w nning percentage anong wonen' s basket bal
coaches, was nanmed SEC Coach of the Year on three occasions (1987,
1990 and 1992) and won the Lady Rebels' first-ever SEC regul ar

season chanpionship in the 1991-1992 season; and
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VWHEREAS, since stepping into the professional coaching arena,
Coach Chancellor is the only head coach in the WNBA | eague to have
been with his original teamsince the | eague's inception in 1997
and ranks as the nost w nning coach in WNBA history with a 174-80
regul ar season record and an 18-9 playoffs record; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Chancel |l or, who earned three consecutive WBA
Coach of the Year honors (1997-1999), led the Conets to win the
first four WANBA Chanpi onshi ps and to becone the only teamto
qualify for the playoffs in each of the first seven seasons of the
VW\BA; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to his coaching experience in the WBA,
Coach Chancellor |ed the 2002 USA Basketball Wnen's Wrld
Chanmpi onship Teamto the gold nedal at the 14th FIBA Wrld
Champi onshi p for Wonen, and under his gui dance on August 28, 2004,
in Athens, Geece, the 2004 A ynpic Wnen's Basketball Team went a
perfect 8-0 to capture the gold nedal with a 74-63 victory over
previ ously unbeaten Australia; and

VWHEREAS, three-tine head coach of the Western Conference
Al l -Star Team (1999-2001), Coach Chancel |l or's exceptional
col | egi ate and professional coaching career was recognized with
i nduction into the Wonen's Basketball Hall of Fane on June 9,
2001, the e Mss MCub Athletic Hall of Fanme on August 21,
2002, as well as the East Central Conmmunity Col |l ege Athletic Hal
of Fame in Cctober 1998; and

WHEREAS, a tireless contributor to the conmunity and his
church, anmong his vast involvenent, Coach Chancell or has been a
guest speaker during Teach for Anerica Wek, Prison Fellowship
M nistries, and hosted special holiday |lunch and gift delivery to
the Open Door M ssion in Houston, Texas; and

VWHEREAS, t hroughout his career, Coach Chancel |l or has enjoyed
the | ove, support and encouragenent of his famly, including:
Betty, his wife of 42 years; children, John and Renee; and four

grandsons, Nichol as, Jacob, Joseph and Zachary; and
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VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the Legislature to recognize and
commend excel l ence in the acconplishnents of such an outstandi ng
M ssi ssi ppi an and coach as Coach Van Chancel |l or, whose rise to the
top reflects a wealth of know edge, skill and talent and brings
great honor and pride to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Coach Van
Chancel l or on his acconplishnents, on a successful career and for
W nning the 2004 A ynpic Gold Medal in wonen's basketball and
extend our w shes for continued success in all his future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to Coach Van Chancellor and to the nmenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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