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The Entire Menbership To:  Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 10

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE PUBLI C SERVI CE OF
ELBERT R HI LLI ARD ON THE OCCASI ON OF HI S RETI REMENT AFTER 39
YEARS OF DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHI VES AND HI STORY.

WHEREAS, Elbert R Hilliard has faithfully served the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Archives and Hi story for 39 years,
having joined the staff of the departnent in 1965 as curator of
history at the State Historical Museum and it is with
appreci ation that we recogni ze his dedication and devoti on upon
his retirenent; and

VWHEREAS, appointed the first Director of the D vision of
Hi storic Sites and Archaeology in 1970, M. Hilliard was
subsequently elected the fifth Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Archives and History in 1973, and it is with honor,
dedi cation and great distinction that he has served in that office
for the past 31 years; and

VWHEREAS, cl osely associated with three of the four previous
departnment directors, WlliamD. MCain, Charlotte Capers and
Richard A. McLenobre, M. Hilliard' s association and | eadership
mai nt ai ned the continuity of the work of the departnment, fostering
its growh to becone a nmultifaceted historical agency with a
national reputation for excellence; and

WHEREAS, M. Hilliard' s acconplishnments as director are
nunerous and inpressive, and his track record is evidence of his
adamancy for the preservation of Mssissippi's rich history; and

WHEREAS, M. Hilliard has worked tirelessly with the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature to strengthen and clarify M ssissippi's

| aws governing historic preservation, resulting in the passage of
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the State Antiquities Law, in addition to securing authorization
and funding for a series of grant prograns, which have been a
great boon to historic sites and prograns around the state; and

VWHEREAS, over the past decade, the Departnent of Archives and
H story has awarded or adm ni stered approximately Thirty MIIlion
Dollars in grant funds for the preservation of courthouses,
hi storic schools, nuseuns and other sites; and

WHEREAS, a | eader in M ssissippi's grassroots preservation
novenment, offering staunch support to | ocal preservation groups
and singl e-handedly raising thousands of dollars for the
M ssi ssippi Heritage Trust, M. Hlliard has travel ed throughout
the state to pronote the creation of a records nanagenent program
for cities, counties and for state governnent records; and

VWHEREAS, M. Hilliard spearheaded funding efforts for the
construction of the WlliamF. Wnter Archives and Hi story
Bui | di ng, dedicated in 2003, which is one of the nbst renowned
museuns and tourist attractions in the state; and

VWHEREAS, under his directorship, the Ad Capitol Miseum has
grown in grandeur, being designated a Smthsonian Affiliate in
2001, and has greatly expanded its public programm ng and nounted
awar d-wi nni ng exhibits, including the first permanent Cvil Rights
exhibit in the country; and

WHEREAS, having established a record of public service that
could well be enul ated by every public official in the state, M.
Hilliard has inspired the departnent staff to work for the
inclusion of all Mssissippians in all of the departnent's
activities; and

VWHEREAS, M. Hilliard' s profound inpact on the effort to
preserve and interpret M ssissippi history has afforded himthe
grand honor of being appointed, by the Board of Trustees of the
Department of Archives and History, Director Eneritus of the

Departnent; and
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WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Legislature to honor
diligent state enpl oyees, such as M. Hilliard, whose career
serves as an exanple to all citizens of the State of M ssissipp
and whose | egacy of service is exenplified by fairness,
per severance and prudent judgnent:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend the public service of Elbert R
Hilliard upon the occasion of his retirenent and express
acknow edgnent and appreciation for his extraordinary service to
the State of M ssissippi and w sh himcontinued success in all his
future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to M. Elbert R Hilliard, to the M ssissippi Departnent

of Archives and Hi story and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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