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Represent ati ves Johnson, M ns To: Local and Private
Legi sl ation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1747

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF ADAMS COUNTY
TO LEVY EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVI CE CHARGES VWH CH HAVE BEEN
AUTHORI ZED BY A VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS OF
THE COUNTY ON A FLAT RATE OR FI XED RATE BASI S; TO PROVI DE THAT
CERTAI' N FUNDS DERI VED UNDER THI S CHAPTER MAY BE EXPENDED BY THE
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS FOR THE PURCHASE OF COMMUNI CATI ONS EQUI PMENT
FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OR ClI VIL DEFENSE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be in
the public interest to warn the general public of an actual or
i npendi ng enmergency. Warning the public of violent weather or
ot her emergencies can be effectively achieved through the
utilization of comunications equi pnment for energency managenent
or civil defense. This equipment will alert citizens of inpending
danger and thus enabl e such citizens to take necessary
precauti ons.

SECTION 2. For purposes of this act, the follow ng words and
ternms shall have the follow ng neani ngs, unless the context
clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Exchange access facilities" shall nean all |ines,
provi ded by the service supplier for the provision of |ocal
exchange service, as defined in existing general subscriber
services tariffs.

(b) "Tariff rate" shall nean the rate or rates billed
by a service supplier as stated in the service supplier's tariffs
and approved by the Public Service Comm ssion, which represent the
service supplier's recurring charges for exchange access
facilities, exclusive of all taxes, fees, licenses or simlar

char ges what soever
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(c) "District" shall nean any communi cations district
created pursuant to this act.

(d) "Service supplier” shall mean any person providing
exchange tel ephone service to any service user throughout the
county.

(e) "Service user" shall nmean any person, not otherw se
exenpt fromtaxation, who is provided exchange tel ephone service
in the county.

(f) "E-911" shall nmean Enhanced Uni versal Energency
Nunber Service or Enhanced 911 Service which is a tel ephone
exchange communi cati ons service whereby a Public Safety Answering
Poi nt (PSAP) designated by the custoner may receive tel ephone
calls dialed to the tel ephone nunber 911. E-911 Service includes
| i nes and equi pnent necessary for the answering, transferring and
di spatchi ng of public energency tel ephone calls originated by
persons within the serving area who dial 911.

SECTION 3. (1) The Board of Supervisors of Adans County,
when so authorized by a vote of a majority of the qualified
el ectors of the county voting in an election held therefor, in
accordance with law, may | evy an energency tel ephone service
charge in an anount not to exceed five percent (5% of the tariff
rate. At any tine after a mpjority of the qualified electors of
the county, voting in an election held therefor, have approved the
| evy of a service charge not to exceed five percent (5% of the
tariff rate, the board of supervisors, upon the request of the
E- 911 comm ssion or board, nmay |evy such service charge on a fl at
rate or fixed rate basis, provided that such flat rate or fixed
rate shall not exceed the amount which would be produced by a
service charge of five percent (5% of the tariff rate. The board
of supervisors may, upon its own initiative, call such a special
el ection in the manner provided by |law for special elections. Any
such service charge shall have uniform application and shall be

i nposed throughout the entirety of the district to the greatest
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extent possible in conformty with availability of such service in
any area of the district.

(2) If the proceeds generated by the energency tel ephone
servi ce charge exceed the anount of nonies necessary to fund the
service, the board of supervisors shall reduce the service charge
rate to an anount adequate to fund the service, unless such excess
funds are spent for the purposes authorized by subsection (6) of
this section. In lieu of reducing the service charge rate, the
board of supervisors may tenporarily or permanently suspend such
service charge, if the revenues generated therefrom exceed the
needs. The board of supervisors nay thereafter reestablish the
ori gi nal energency tel ephone service charge rate, or lift the
suspension thereof, if the anmpbunt of nonies generated is not
adequate to fund the service.

(3) An energency tel ephone service charge shall be inposed
only upon the anmount received fromthe tariff rate exchange access
lines or on a flat rate or fixed rate basis, provided that such
flat rate or fixed rate shall not exceed the anmount which woul d be
produced by a service charge of five percent (5% of the tariff
rate. |If there is no separate exchange access charge stated in
the service supplier's tariffs, the board of supervisors shal
determ ne a uniform percentage not in excess of eighty-five
percent (85% of the tariff rate for basic exchange tel ephone
service that shall be deened to be the equivalent of tariff rate
exchange access lines, until such tine as the service supplier
establishes such a tariff rate. No such service charge shall be
i nposed upon nore than twenty-five (25) exchange access facilities
per person per location. Every billed service user shall be
| iable for any service charge i nposed under this section until it
has been paid to the service supplier. The duty of the service
supplier to collect any such service charge shall commence upon
the date of its inplenentation, which shall be specified in the

resolution calling the election. Any such energency tel ephone
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service charge shall be added to and may be stated separately in
the billing by the service supplier to the service user.

(4) The service supplier shall have no obligation to take
any |legal action to enforce the collection of any energency
t el ephone service charge. However, the service supplier shal
annual Iy provide the board of supervisors and governi ng conm ssion
with a list of the amobunt uncol |l ected, together with the nanmes and
addresses of those service users who carry a bal ance that can be
determ ned by the service supplier to be nonpaynent of such
service charge. The service charge shall be collected at the sane
time as the tariff rate in accordance with the regular billing
practice of the service supplier. Good faith conpliance by the
service supplier with this provision shall constitute a conplete
defense to any legal action or claimwhich may result fromthe
service supplier's determ nation of nonpaynent and/or the
identification of service users in connection therewth.

(5) The anounts collected by the service supplier
attributable to any energency tel ephone service charge shall be
due the county treasury quarterly. The anpbunt of service charge
collected in one (1) cal endar quarter by the service supplier
shall be remtted to the county no later than sixty (60) days
after the close of a calendar quarter. On or before the sixtieth
day after the close of a calendar quarter, a return, in such form
as the board of supervisors and the service supplier agree upon,
shall be filed with the county, together with a remttance of the
anount of service charge collected payable to the county. The
service supplier shall maintain records of the anount of the
service charge collected for a period of at |least two (2) years
fromdate of collection. The board of supervisors and comm ssion
shall receive an annual audit of the service supplier's books and
records with respect to the collection and remttance of the

service charge. Fromthe gross receipts to be remtted to the
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county, the service supplier shall be entitled to retain as an
adm nistrative fee an anount equal to one percent (1% thereof.
(6) The board of supervisors, inits discretion, my expend
funds generated under the provisions of this act which are in
excess of the amount of funds determ ned by the comm ssion to be
needed for the operation and services of the district for the
pur pose of purchasi ng communi cati ons equi pnent for energency
managenent or civil defense.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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