M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Rogers (14th) To: Local and Private
Legi sl ation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1723

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BQOARD OF ALDERVEN OF NEW ALBANY,

2 MSSISSIPPI, TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT, | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER

3  ASSESSMENTS AND COURT COSTS, | N CERTAIN CASES FOR THE PURPCSE OF
4 FUNDI NG A DRUG ABUSE RESI STANCE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM OR SI M LAR

5 PROGRAM I N THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, OR FOR OTHER DRUG- RELATED
6 LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES, TO PROVI DE FOR A REVERSE REFERENDUM ON
7 THE QUESTI ONS OF | MPOSI NG SUCH ADDI TI ONAL ASSESSMENT; AND FOR

8 RELATED PURPCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) The Board of Al dermen of New Al bany,

11 M ssissippi ("board of aldernmen”), in its discretion, by

12 resolution duly adopted and entered on its mnutes, may |evy an
13 assessnent, in addition to any other assessnents and courts costs,
14 in the municipal court situated within the city as follows: Upon
15 each person convicted under the Controll ed Substances Law, upon
16 each person convicted under the M ssissippi Inplied Consent Law,
17 and upon those convicted of all other traffic violations, the

18 anount of Five Dollars ($5.00).

19 (2) The resolution adopted by the board of al dernen shal

20 include a statenent of the board's intent to | evy the additional
21 assessnents, the purpose therefor and the date on which the court
22 will begin to levy the additional court costs.

23 (3) The avails of any additional assessnents |evied under
24 subsection (1) of this section shall be used to fund the

25 inplenmentation of a Drug Abuse Resi stance Educati on Program or

26 simlar program designed to deter the abuse of drugs in the city
27 school district or for other drug related | aw enforcenent

28 purposes, as specified in the resolution.

29 (4) Upon the adoption of the resolution stating its intent
30 to levy the additional assessnment and the approval of such
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addi tional assessnents by a majority of the qualified el ectors of
New Al bany, M ssissippi, as provided in Section 2 of this act, the
board of al dernen shall provide for the creation of a special city
fund in which all assessnents col |l ected under subsection (1) of
this section shall be deposited. Monies in the special fund shal
be used for the sole purpose of defraying the cost of the Drug
Abuse Resi stance Educational Programor sim/lar program or other
drug-related | aw enforcenent efforts.

(5) The clerk of the nunicipal court shall deposit and
account for the additional assessnent collected under subsection
(1) of this section in the same manner as fines collected in that
court.

SECTION 2. Before the assessnents authorized by this act may
be levied, the board of aldernen shall adopt a resolution
declaring its intention to | evy the assessnent, setting forth the
anount of such assessnent and establishing the date on which the
assessnents initially shall be levied. Notice of the proposed
assessnents shall be published once each week for at |east three
(3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation
in New Al bany, M ssissippi. The first publication of the notice
shall be nmade not | ess than twenty-one (21) days before the date
fixed in the resolution on which the assessnents initially are to
be |l evied, and the last publication of the notice shall be nade
not nore than seven (7) days before such date. If, within the
time giving notice, twenty percent (20% or one thousand five
hundred (1,500), whichever is less, of the qualified electors of
New Al bany, M ssissippi, file a witten petition against the |evy
of such assessnents, then the assessnents shall not be |evied
unl ess authorized by a majority of the qualified electors of New
Al bany, M ssissippi, voting at an election to be called and held
for that purpose.

SECTION 3. The Board of Al dernmen of New Al bany, M ssissippi

shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
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or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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