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Repr esent ati ve PerKkins To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1555

AN ACT TO DESI GNATE THE M SSI SSI PPI DELTA AS THE DELTA
HERI TAGE CROSSROADS REG QN;, TO SPECI FY THE PURPOSE OF THE
DESI GNATI ON;  AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The M ssissippi Delta is hereby designated as the

Delta Heritage Crossroads Region, a place of concentrated heritage
resources. The purpose of such designation is to:

(a) Forge public and private partnerships that result
in creative coalitions ained toward conserving and preserving the
intrinsic values contained within the seven-county area that is
rich in heritage, cultural, recreational, historic and natura
resour ces;

(b) Establish central coordination of efforts that
bring together |ocal, state, and federal governnents, directly or
indirectly, in designing, establishing, and mai ntaining physical,
educational, and social structures that support tourism
enterprises, repositories of culture, and interpretive centers
that pronote the Delta's heritage and cultural assets;

(c) Develop collective approaches to increasing public
awar eness of and appreciation for the historical, scenic, natural,
and cultural resources and sites in the trace area;

(d) Create incentives for the com ng together of
private and nonprofit cultural organizations dedicated to the
restoration of any historic building or structure and of any
damaged or inpaired natural systens or features in the trace area;

(e) Identify and utilize educational institutions that

serve as repositories for ethnic and African-Anerican history and
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culture, the Gvil R ghts struggle, post-GCvil War maroon
comunities, Rosenwald schools, and the Delta region's early
pi oneers to current history nmakers. Participating counties wll
identify and sel ect appropriate educational institutions; and
(f) Encourage, by appropriate neans, enhanced econom c
devel opnent in the Delta Heritage Crossroads Regi on consi stent
with the goals of community and regional devel opnent.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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