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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1537

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-17-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THAT I N ALL ADCPTI ONS OTHER THAN FAM LY ADOPTI ONS, THE
COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT A HOVE STUDY BE PERFORVED BEFORE A FI NAL
DECREE |'S ENTERED | N THE PROCEEDI NG, AT THE PETI TI ONERS' SCLE
EXPENSE, TO DETERM NE WHETHER THE PETI TI ONERS ARE SUl TABLE PARENTS
FOR THE CHI LD; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-17-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-17-11. At any time after the filing of the petition for
adoption and conpl eti on of process thereon, and before the
entering of a final decree, the court may, in its discretion, of
its own notion or on notion of any party to the proceedi ng,
require an investigation * * * and report to the court to be nade
by any person, officer or hone as the court may designate and

direct concerning the child, and shall require in all adoptions

other than fam |y adoptions that a honme study be perforned by a

duly licensed and qualified social worker at the petitioner's or

petitioners' sole expense and at no cost to the state or county.

The investigation and report shall give the material facts upon

whi ch the court may determ ne whether the child is a proper

subj ect for adoption, whether the petitioner or petitioners are
suitabl e parents for the child, whether the adoption is to its
best interest, and any other facts or circunmstances that may be

material to the proposed adoption. The hone study shall determ ne

whet her the petitioner or petitioners are suitable parents for the

child. The court, when an investigation and report are required
by the court or by this section, shall stay the proceedings in the

cause for such reasonable tinme as nay be necessary or required in
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the opinion of the court for the conpletion of the investigation
and report by the person, officer or hone designated and
aut hori zed to nmake the sane.

Upon the filing of that consent or the conpletion of the
process and the filing of the investigation and report, if
required by the court or by this section, and the presentation of
such other evidence as may be desired by the court, if the court
determnes that it is to the best interests of the child that an
interlocutory decree of adoption be entered, the court nmay
t hereupon enter an interlocutory decree upon such terns and
conditions as may be determ ned by the court, in its discretion,
but including therein that the conplete care, custody and control
of the child shall be vested in the petitioner or petitioners
until further orders of the court and that during such tine the
child shall be and remain a ward of the court. |If the court
determ nes by decree at any tinme during the pendency of the
proceeding that it is not to the best interests of the child that
t he adoption proceed, the petitioners shall be entitled to at
| east five (5) days' notice upon their attorneys of record and a
hearing with the right of appeal as provided by law froma
di sm ssal of the petition; however, the bond perfecting the appeal
shall be filed within ten (10) days fromthe entry of the decree
of dism ssal and the bond shall be in such anmount as the
chancel | or may determ ne and supersedeas may be granted by the
chancel l or or as otherw se provided by |aw for appeal fromfinal
decr ees.

After the entry of the interlocutory decree and before entry
of the final decree, the court may require such further and
addi tional investigation and reports as it may deem proper. The
rights of the parties filing the consent or served with process
shall be subject to the decree but shall not be divested until

entry of the final decree.
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62 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
63 and after July 1, 2005.

H B. No. 1537 *HRO3/R1566*

05/ HRO3/ R1566 ST: Adoptions; require hone study be perforned
PAGE 3 (RR\LH before final decree is entered.



