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Representative C arke To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1512

AN ACT TO DI RECT STATE AGENCI ES AND LEG SLATI VE DRAFTI NG
OFFI CES TO USE CERTAI N RESPECTFUL REFERENCES TO | NDI VI DUALS W TH
DI SABI LI TIES I N THE PREPARATI ON OF REGULATI ONS AND LEGQ SLATI ON;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature recognizes that | anguage

used in reference to individuals with disabilities shapes and
reflects society's attitudes towards people with disabilities.
Many of the terns currently used dimnish the humanity and nat ural
condition of having a disability. Certain terns are deneani ng and
create an invisible barrier to inclusion as equal community
menbers. The Legislature finds it necessary to clarify preferred
| anguage for new and revised |laws by requiring the use of
term nol ogy that puts the person before the disability.

(2) The legislative drafting departnents of the House and
Senate are directed to avoid all references to: disabl ed,
devel opnental |y di sabled, nentally disabled, nentally ill
mental ly retarded, handi capped, cripple and crippled, in any new
statute, menorial or resolution, and to change such references in
any existing statute, nenorial or resolution as sections including
t hese references are otherw se anended by law. The drafting

departnments are directed to replace terns referenced above as

appropriate with the follow ng revised term nology: "individuals
with disabilities,” "individuals with devel opnental disabilities,"
"individuals with nental illness" and "individuals wth nental

retardation.”
(3) No statute, nenorial or resolution is invalid because it

does not conmply with this section.
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(4) Al state agency orders creating new rules, or anending
existing rules, shall be fornulated in accordance with the
requi renments of subsection (1) of this section regarding the use
of respectful |anguage.

(5 No agency rule is invalid because it does not conply
with this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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