M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

© O~NOUIRWNE

W N N N DN N D N DN DNMNMDN P PP PP PP, PR
o © oo N oo o b~ N P O ©o 0o N oo~ N -+, O

Represent ative Scott To: Juvenile Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1510

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-627, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT A YOUTH OFFENDER OF A YOUTH COURT WORK PROGRAM
MUST TAKE A DRUG TEST AND SHALL PAY THE ACTUAL COST OF THE TEST,
TO REQUI RE YOUTH WHO TEST PCSI Tl VE FOR DRUGS TO BE REFERRED TO A
DRUG REHABI LI TATI ON TREATMENT PROGRAM AND COUNSELI NG TO AUTHORI ZE
THE YOUTH COURT TO WORK W TH CERTAI N ENTI TI ES TO PROVI DE COVMUNI TY
SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR YOUTH WHO HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO PERFORM
COMVUNI TY SERVI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-21-627, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-627. (1) Each youth court is authorized to establish a
youth court work programas an alternative disposition for
nonvi ol ent of fenders. The youth court work program shall be used
only for first time nonviolent youth offenders. O fenders

participating in the program nust take a drug test, and the

parent, guardi an or custodi an shall pay the actual cost of the

test, unless the court specifically finds that the parent,

guardi an or custodian is unable to pay. |If a youth offender tests

positive for drugs, he or she shall be referred to a drug

rehabilitation treatnent program and counseli ng.

(2) The youth court nay work with | ocal governnenta

entities, local nonprofit and faith based organi zati ons to provide

comunity service opportunities for youth in the program who may

have been ordered to performcommunity service. The court shal

solicit and approve the assistance of volunteers fromthe area
served by the youth court, including business and community

vol unteers. The court nmay require a nonviolent youth offender to
work for a mninmumof six (6) nonths with a court approved

vol unteer as part or all of a sentence inposed by the court. The
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vol unteers shall provide a working environnment as nentors to
provi de gui dance and support and to teach the youth of fender job
skills. Each youth offender and vol unteer shall be under the
supervi sion of the court and shall make regular reports to the
court as required by order of the court. |If a youth offender
violates the terns and conditions inposed by the court while
participating in the youth court work program the court is
aut hori zed to renove the offender fromthe program and i npose any
ot her disposition authorized by | aw

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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