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Representative Conpretta To: Public Wilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1473

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-5-191, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF COW SSI ONERS OF A WATER, SEVER,
GARBAGE DI SPOSAL OR FI RE PROTECTI ON DI STRI CTS MAY AUTHORI ZE AN
ASSESSMVENT FOR ANY EXI STI NG PRQJECTS OR | MPROVEMENTS THAT HAVE
BEEN MADE TO PROPERTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-5-191, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-5-191. (a) Funds for debt service for special
i nprovenent pollution abatenent bonds, special inprovenent water
bonds, or special inprovenent water and sewer bonds issued in |ieu
of or in conjunction with revenue bonds and/or tax-supported bonds
shal | be provided by charges upon the properties benefited
according to procedures set forth in this section.

(b) So long as any special inprovenment bond authorized by
Sections 19-5-151 through 19-5-207 shall remain outstanding, it
shall be the duty of the board of supervisors, at the tine annual
county tax levies are made, to |l evy such assessnents as are
certified to themby the district as being due and payable at a
stated tinme. It shall be the duty of the tax collector of the
county in which the district lies to collect such charges and pay
the funds collected to the board of conm ssioners of the district
for paynment to interest and principal and to the retirenent of
bonds issued by the district in accord with the maturities
schedul e pertaining thereto.

(c) One (1) of the followi ng procedures may be utilized in

provi di ng funds as authorized by this section:
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(1) Funds for debt service nay be provided by charges
assessed agai nst the property abutting upon the sewer, or abutting
upon the railroad and/or utility right-of-way, street, road,
hi ghway, easenent or alley in which such sewer mains or water
mai ns are installed according to the frontage thereof.

The board of conm ssioners of the district, after giving
notice and hearing protests in the manner prescribed by Sections
21-41-5 and 21-41-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall by resol ution
spread upon its mnutes define the services to be offered and the
entire area to be benefited by each inprovenent; each such
i nprovenent may be designated as a project, or all such
i nprovenents nmay be designated as one project. However, if forty
percent (40% of the property owners or the owners of nore than
forty percent (40% of the front footage of the property invol ved
and actually residing on property owned by them and i ncl uded
within that part of any street, avenue, etc., ordered to be
specially inproved, or otherw se actually occupying property owned
by them and included within that area designated as a project,
shall file a protest, then the inprovenent shall not be nade and
t he assessnent shall not be nade.

In addition, the board of comm ssioners of the district may

aut hori ze an assessnent for any existing projects or inprovenents

t hat have been made to property. The board of comm ssioners of

the district, after giving notice and hearing protests in the

manner prescribed by Sections 21-41-5 and 21-41-7, M ssissipp

Code of 1972, shall by resolution spread upon its m nutes define

the existing services offered and the entire area that was

benefited by each i nprovenent; each such inprovenent may be

designated as a project, or all such inprovenents may be

desi gnated as one project. However, if forty percent (40% of the

property owners or the owners of nore than forty percent (40% of

the front footage of the property involved and actually residing

on property owned by themand included within that part of any
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street, avenue, etc., that was ordered to be specially inproved,

or otherwi se actually occupying property owned by them and

included within that area designated as a project, shall file a

protest, then the assessnent shall not be nade.

The resolution shall direct that the cost to be assessed
agai nst each lot or parcel of |and shall be determ ned by dividing
the entire assessable cost of the project by the total nunber of
front feet fronting on the street, easenent or other right-of-way
in which all of the mains enbraced within the project are
installed and nultiplying the quotient by the total nunber of
front feet in any particular |Iot or parcel of land fronting on the
street, easenent or other right-of-way in which sewer mains or
water mains are installed. The result thereof shall be delivered
by governing authorities of the district to the county board of
supervi sors as the anount of special tax to be assessed agai nst
each lot or piece of ground for the owner's part of the total cost
of the inprovenents.

The resolution, at the discretion of the governing
authorities of the district, may provide for the district to pay
t he assessnent against any property abutting a sewer or water
i nprovenent, if the property whose assessnent is being paid by the
district is occupied by a contributor or consunmer connected to the
sewer or water systemwho is, or will be, paying service charges
at the tinme the assessnent roll maintained by the district is
confirned; provided, however, such paynent shall not exceed an
anount equal to that assessed agai nst any one hundred twenty-five
(125) feet of frontage of abutting property in a project.

The resolution may, at the discretion of the governing
authorities of the district, provide for the district to pay the
assessnent agai nst any property abutting a section of sewer main
or water main designated as necessary and essential to the overal
operation of such systemor systens; provided, however, no service

shall be provided to any such abutting property until and unl ess
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all such paynents nmade by the district are repaid to the district
by the owners of such benefited property.

(2) Funds for debt service nmay be provided by charges
assessed against a lot or block in a recorded subdivision of |and
or by other appropriately designated parcel or tract of land in
accord with the follow ng procedure:

The board of conm ssioners of the district, after giving
notice and hearing protests in the manner prescribed by Sections
21-41-5 and 21-41-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall by resol ution
spread upon its mnutes define the services to be offered and the
entire area to be benefited by each inprovenent; each such
i nprovenent may be designated as a project, or all such
i nprovenents nmay be designhated as one (1) project. However, if
forty percent (40% of the property owners or the owners of nore
than forty percent (40% of the front footage of the property
i nvol ved and actually residing on property owned by them and
included within that part of any street, avenue, etc., ordered to
be specially inproved, or otherw se actually occupying property
owned by them and included within that area designated as a
project, shall file a protest, then the inprovenent shall not be
made and the assessnent shall not be nade.

Charges shall be assessed in accord with the provisions of
Sections 21-41-9 through 21-41-21, 21-41-25 to 21-41-39,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

The resolution providing for assessnents under the provisions
of subsection (c)(2) of this section, at the discretion of the
governing authorities of the district, may provide for the
district to pay the assessnent against any |ot or parcel of ground
not exceeding one (1) acre in size, if such property is occupied
by a contributor or consuner connected to the sewer or water
systemwho is, or will be, paying service charges at the tine the

assessnent roll maintained by the district is confirned.
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The resolution providing for assessnent of benefited
properties under this procedure shall provide for appropriate
paynment to debt service accounts by property owners not included
in the original assessnent roll but benefited by facilities
installed with funds provided by such assessnents at, or prior to,
the tinme at which a nonassessed but benefited property is actually
served by said facilities.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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