M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Represent ative Scott To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1431

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-1-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE STATE BQOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO SELECT CERTAI N SCHOOL
DI STRICTS FOR PARTI CI PATION I N A PI LOT PROGRAM TO PRESCRI BE A
MANDATORY STUDENT UNI FORM TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-335, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SELECTED BY THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON FOR PARTI Cl PATION I N A PI LOT PROGRAM TO
CHARGE FEES NOT EXCEEDI NG THE ACTUAL COST FOR STUDENT UNI FORMS; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-55, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE
SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS SELECTED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON FOR
PARTI Cl PATION | N A PI LOT PROGRAM TO | NCLUDE AN EXPLANATI ON OF
STUDENTS' RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES REGARDI NG UNI FORM5 | N THE CODE OF
STUDENT CONDUCT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-1-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-1-3. (1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
and regul ati ons and set standards and policies for the
or gani zati on, operation, nanagenent, planning, budgeting and
prograns of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(a) The board is directed to identify all functions of
the departnent that contribute to or conprise a part of the state
system of educational accountability and to establish and nmaintain
wi thin the departnent the necessary organi zational structure,
policies and procedures for effectively coordinating such
functions. Such policies and procedures shall clearly fix and
delineate responsibilities for various aspects of the system and
for overall coordination of the total systemand its effective
managenent .

(b) The board shall establish and maintain a
systemw de plan of performance, policy and directions of public

education not otherw se provided for.
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(c)

resources of the departnent to enhance technical

The board shall effectively use the personnel and

assi stance to

school districts in instruction and nmanagenent therein.

(d)
budget policy.

(e)

State Departnent of Education a centra

The board shall establish and maintain a central

The board shall establish and maintain within the

managenent capacity under

the direction of the State Superintendent of Public Education.

()

superi nt endent,

The board, with recomendati ons fromthe

shal | design and maintain a five-year

pl an and

program for educational inprovenent that shall set forth

obj ectives for system perfornmance and devel opnent and be the basis

for budget requests and legislative initiatives.

(2) (a)

The State Board of Education shall adopt and

mai ntain a curriculumand a course of study to be used in the

public school s

that is designed to prepare the state's children

and youth to be productive, informed, creative citizens, workers

and |l eaders, and it shall regulate all matters arising in the

practical adm nistration of the school

provi ded for.

(b)

of Education shall devel op personal |iving and finances objectives
that focus on noney nanagenent skills for

for appropriate,

obj ecti ves nust

handl e per sonal

system not ot herw se

Before the 1999- 2000 school year, the State Board

individuals and famlies

exi sting courses at the secondary level. The

require the teaching of those skills necessary to

busi ness and fi nances and nust include instruction

in the foll ow ng:

(1) Opening a bank account and assessing the

quality of a bank's services;

card debt
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(i1) Balancing a checkbook;

(ti1) Managing debt, including retai

(iv) Conpleting a | oan application;
*HR40/R1868*

and credit
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(v) The inplications of an inheritance;
(vi) The basics of personal insurance policies;
(vii) Consuner rights and responsibilities;
(viii) Dealing with salesnmen and nerchants;
(ix) Conmputing state and federal incone taxes;
(x) Local tax assessnents;
(xi) Conputing interest rates by various
mechani sis;
(xi1) Understanding sinple contracts; and
(xiii) Contesting an incorrect billing statenent.
(3) The State Board of Education shall through its actions
seek to inplenent the policies set forth in Section 37-1-2.

(4) The State Board of Education shall select districts

havi ng a high incidence of juvenile crine, sixty percent (60%

food stanp participation and a Level 3 or |ower accreditation

rating to participate in a pilot program nmandati ng school

uni f or ns.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-335, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-7-335. (1) The school board of any school district shal
be authorized to charge reasonable fees, but not nore than the
actual cost, for the foll ow ng:

(a) Supplenental instructional materials and supplies,
excl udi ng textbooks;

(b) Any other fees designated by the |ocal school board
as fees related to a valid curriculum educati onal objective,

i ncl udi ng school unifornms in those districts selected for

participation in the school uniformpilot program under Section

37-1-3 and transportation; and

(c) Extracurricular activities and any ot her
educational activities of the school district which are not
desi gnated by the | ocal school board as valid curriculum

educati onal objectives, such as band trips and athletic events.
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(2) (a) Al fees authorized to be charged under this
section, except those fees authorized under subsection (1)(c) of
this section, shall be charged only upon the condition that the
school board of each school district shall adopt a financial
hardshi p wai ver policy that shall be kept in the strictest of
confidence with all files and personal disclosures restricted from
review by the general public. The board shall insure that a pupi
eligible to have any such fees waived as a result of an inability
to pay for said fees, shall not be discrimnated agai nst nor shal
there be any overt identification of any pupil who has received a
financi al hardshi p waiver by use of special tokens or tickets,
announcenents, posting or publication of nanes, physical
separation, choice of materials or by any other neans. |In no case
shal | any school district's procedures expose any pupil receiving
a hardship waiver to any type of stigma or ridicule by other
pupils or school district personnel.

(b) The confidentiality of the financial hardship
wai ver policy adopted by such school board shall apply to any
students who have an inability to pay any fees authorized under
subsection (1)(c) of this section.

(3) In no case shall the inability to pay the assessnent of
fees authorized under * * * this section result in a pupil being
deni ed or deprived of any academ c awards or standards, any cl ass
sel ection, grade, diplom, transcript or the right to participate
in any activity related to educational enhancenent.

SECTION 3. Section 37-11-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-11-55. The local school board shall adopt and make
available to all teachers, school personnel, students and parents
or guardi ans, at the begi nning of each school year, a code of
student conduct devel oped in consultation with teachers, school
personnel, students and parents or guardians. The code shall be

based on the rul es governi ng student conduct and discipline

H B. No. 1431 *HR40/R1868*
05/ HRA0/ R1868
PAGE 4 (CTE\BD)



131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163

adopt ed by the school board and shall be nade avail able at the
school level in the student handbook or simlar publication. The
code shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Specific grounds for disciplinary action under the
school district's discipline plan;

(b) Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
di sci pline, including suspensions and expul sion, which conply with
due process requirenents;

(c) An explanation of the responsibilities and rights

of students with regard to: attendance; proper attire in

conformty wth the school uniformin those districts selected for

participation in the school uniformpilot program under Section

37-1-3; respect for persons and property; know edge and
observation of rules of conduct; free speech and student
publications; assenbly; privacy; and participation in school
prograns and activities;

(d) Policies and procedures recogni zing the teacher as
the authority in classroommatters, and supporting that teacher in
any decision in conpliance with the witten discipline code of
conduct. Such recognition shall include the right of the teacher
to renove fromthe classroom any student who, in the professional
j udgnment of the teacher, is disrupting the |earning environnent,
to the office of the principal or assistant principal. The
princi pal or assistant principal shall determ ne the proper
pl acenment for the student, who nay not be returned to the
cl assroomuntil a conference of sone kind has been held with the
parent, guardi an or custodi an during which the disrupting behavior
i s discussed and agreenents are reached that no further disruption
will be tolerated. |[|f the principal does not approve of the
determ nation of the teacher to renove the student fromthe
classroom the student may not be renoved fromthe classroom and
the principal, upon request fromthe teacher, nust provide

justification for his disapproval;
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(e) Policies and procedures for dealing with a student
who causes a disruption in the classroom on school property or
vehi cl es, or at school-related activities;

(f) Procedures for the devel opnent of behavi or
nodi fication plans by the school principal, reporting teacher and
student's parent for a student who causes a disruption in the
cl assroom on school property or vehicles, or at school-rel ated
activities for a second tine during the school year; and

(g) Policies and procedures specifically concerning
gang-rel ated activities in the school, on school property or
vehi cl es, or at school-related activities.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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