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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1411

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-47, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE MAI L-1 N VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ONS TO BE PLACED | N
ALL POLLI NG PLACES ON AN ELECTI ON DAY; TO PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON
OBTAI Nl NG AND COVPLETI NG A MAI L-1 N VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON
MUST MAIL THE APPLI CATION TO HI' S COUNTY REG STRAR BEFORE HE W LL
BE REA STERED TO VOTE;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-245, M SSI SS| PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT PERSONS WANTI NG TO OBTAIN A MAI L-I N
VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE
PCOLLI NG PLACE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2006, this section shall read as follows:]

23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to
vote in the State of M ssissippi may register to vote by mail-in
application in the manner prescribed in this section.

(2) The follow ng procedure shall be used in the
regi stration of electors by mail:

(a) Any qualified elector nay register to vote by
mai ling or delivering a conpleted nmail-in application to his
county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any el ection.
The postnmark date of a mailed application shall be the date of
regi stration.

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
regi strar shall stanmp such application with the date of receipt
and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by
t el ephone, by personal contact with the applicant, or by any other
nmet hod approved by the Secretary of State. Wthin twenty-five

(25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the county
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regi strar shall conplete action on the application, including any
attenpts to notify the applicant of the status of his application.

(c) If the county registrar determ nes that the
applicant is qualified and his application is |egible and
conplete, he shall mail the applicant witten notification that
the application has been approved, specifying the county voting
precinct, polling place and supervisor district in which such
person shall vote. This witten notification of approval
containing the specified information shall be the voter's
registration card. The registration cards shall be provided by
the county registrar. The registrar shall assign a voter
regi stration nunber to such person, which shall be that person's
soci al security nunmber if such a nunber is provided, and the voter
regi stration nunber shall be clearly shown on the application and
on the witten notification of approval. In mailing such witten
notification, the county registrar shall note the follow ng on the
envel ope: "DO NOT FORWARD'. |If any registration notification
formis returned as undeliverable, voter's registration shall be
voi d.

(d) A nmil-in application shall be rejected for any of
the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) An inconplete portion of the application which
makes it inpossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility
of the applicant to register;

(i1i) A portion of the application which is
illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it
i npossible to determne the eligibility of the applicant to
register;

(tii1) The county registrar is unable to determ ne,
fromthe address and information stated on the application, the
precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor

district in which he is entitled to vote;
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(tv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The registrar determnes that the applicant is
registered as a qualified elector of the county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the
application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar
that the defect or omssion is of such a mnor nature and that any
necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant
over the tel ephone or by further correspondence, the registrar my
wite or call the applicant at the tel ephone nunber provided on
the application. |If the registrar is able to contact the
applicant by nmail or tel ephone, he shall attenpt to ascertain the
necessary information and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to conplete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. |If the necessary information cannot be obtai ned by
mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give
the applicant witten notice of the rejection and provide the
reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further informthe
applicant that he has a right to attenpt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If amil-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and
the "present hone address"” portion of the application is different
fromthe residence address for the applicant found in the
regi stration book, the mail-in application shall be deened a
witten request to transfer registration pursuant to Section
23-15-13. Subject to the tinme [imts and other provisions of
Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the el ection comm ssioners
shall note the new residence address on his records and, if

necessary, transfer the applicant to his new precinct, advise the
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applicant of his new precinct, polling place and supervi sor
district, and notify the municipal clerk of any such changes on a
nont hly basi s.

(3) The instructions and the application formfor voter
registration by mail shall be in a formestablished by rule duly
adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
w t hout charge the necessary forns for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, nunicipal clerk
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute wthout
charge sufficient forns for application for voter registration by
mail to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
such forns to each driver's |license exam ning and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forns are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shal
charge a person or organi zation the actual cost he incurs in
providing bul k quantities of fornms for application for voter
regi stration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of conpleted mail-in applications shal
remain on file in the office of the county registrar in accordance
W th Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude
havi ng applications on mcrofilm mcrofiche or as an electronic
i mage.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county
registration, the county registrar shall forward notice of
registration, a duplicate copy of the application for

regi stration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
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either by certified mail to the clerk of the nunicipality
indicated in the present residence address stated in the
application or by personal delivery to the municipal clerk,

provi ded that a nunbered receipt is signed by the clerk in return
for the described docunents. Upon receipt of the copy of the
application for registration or changes to the registration, and
if areviewindicates that the applicant neets all the criteria
necessary to qualify as a municipal elector, then the clerk of the
muni cipality shall register the applicant as a nunicipal elector
and make a determ nation of the nunicipal voting precinct in which
t he person naking the application shall be required to vote. The
clerk shall send this municipal voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the county registrar or the clerk of the
municipality in effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the
governing authority of the nmunicipality. |If a review of the copy
of the application for registration or changes to the registration
indicates that the applicant is not qualified to vote in the

muni cipality, the clerk of the municipality shall deny the
application and notify applicant.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
has previously registered to vote in another county of this state
or another state, the registrar or clerk shall send witten notice
of this new registration by regular United States mail to the
registrar or clerk of the county in this state or any other state
that is indicated in the application as the voter's previous place
of registration. The information shall include the conplete nane,
address and age of the voter and shall include the current and
valid Mssissippi driver's license of the voter, if provided, or
the social security nunber of the voter, if provided. The

el ection comm ssion of the voter's previous place of registration
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shal |l be responsible for having the voter's nane erased fromthe
appropriate registration book and pol | book.

(8 Mil-in voter registration applications shall be pl aced

in all polling places on an el ection day and shall be distributed

to any person requesting a mail-in voter registration application.

Persons obtaining a mail-in voter registration application nust

mail the application to his county registrar as provided in

subsection (2)(a) of this section before he will be registered to

vot e.

[ From and after January 1, 2006, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to
vote in the State of M ssissippi may register to vote by mail-in

application in the manner prescribed in this section.
(2) The follow ng procedure shall be used in the 818

regi stration of electors by mail:

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by
mai ling or delivering a conpleted nmail-in application to his
county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any el ection.
The postnark date of a nmiled application shall be the date of
registration

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
registrar shall stanp the application with the date of receipt,
and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by
t el ephone, by personal contact with the applicant, or by any other
net hod approved by the Secretary of State. Wthin twenty-five
(25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the county
regi strar shall conplete action on the application, including any
attenpts to notify the applicant of the status of his application.

(c) If the county registrar determ nes that the
applicant is qualified and his application is |egible and
conplete, he shall mail the applicant witten notification that

t he application has been approved, specifying the county voting
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preci nct, rmunicipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and
supervisor district in which such person shall vote. This witten
notification of approval containing the specified information
shall be the voter's registration card. The registration cards
shall be provided by the county registrar. Upon entry of the
voter registration information into the Statew de Centralized
Voter System the system shall assign a voter registration nunber
to the person, which shall be that person's current and valid
M ssissippi driver's |icense nunber, or if the person does not
possess a current and valid Mssissippi driver's |icense, the |ast
four (4) digits of the person's social security nunber, if the
nunber is provided. |If the person does not have a current and
valid Mssissippi driver's license nunber and does not provide the
| ast four (4) digits of his social security nunber, the Statew de
Centralized Voter Systemshall assign the person a unique
regi stration nunber. The assigned voter registration nunber shal
be clearly shown on the application and on the witten
notification of approval. In mailing the witten notification,
the county registrar shall note the follow ng on the envel ope:
"DO NOT FORWARD'. If any registration notification formis
returned as undeliverable, the voter's registration shall be void.
(d) A nmil-in application shall be rejected for any of
the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) An inconplete portion of the application which
makes it inpossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility
of the applicant to register;

(ti) A portion of the application which is
illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it
i npossible to determne the eligibility of the applicant to
register;

(tii1) The county registrar is unable to determ ne,

fromthe address and information stated on the application, the
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precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor
district in which he is entitled to vote;

(tv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The registrar determnes that the applicant is
registered as a qualified elector of the county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the
application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar
that the defect or omssion is of such a mnor nature and that any
necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant
over the tel ephone or by further correspondence, the registrar my
wite or call the applicant at the tel ephone nunber provided on
the application. |If the registrar is able to contact the
applicant by nmail or tel ephone, he shall attenpt to ascertain the
necessary information and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to conplete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. |If the necessary information cannot be obtai ned by
mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give
the applicant witten notice of the rejection and provide the
reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further informthe
applicant that he has a right to attenpt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If amil-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and
the "present hone address"” portion of the application is different
fromthe residence address for the applicant found in the
regi stration book, the mail-in application shall be deened a
witten request to transfer registration pursuant to Section
23-15-13. Subject to the tinme [imts and other provisions of

Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the el ection comm ssioners

H B. No. 1411 *HR40/R1728*
05/ HR40/ R1728
PAGE 8 (Gm\BD)



258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290

shall note the new residence address on his records and, if
necessary, transfer the applicant to his new county precinct or
muni ci pal precinct, if any, advise the applicant of his new county
preci nct or municipal precinct, if any, polling place and

supervi sor district.

(3) The instructions and the application formfor voter
registration by mail shall be in a formestablished by rule duly
adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
W t hout charge the necessary fornms for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, nunicipal clerk
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute wthout
charge sufficient forns for application for voter registration by
mail to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
such forns to each driver's |license exam ning and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forns are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shal
charge a person or organi zation the actual cost he incurs in
providing bul k quantities of fornms for application for voter
regi stration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of conpleted mail-in applications shal
remain on file in the office of the county registrar in accordance
W th Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude
havi ng applications on mcrofilm mcrofiche or as an electronic
i mage.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of

registration, the county registrar shall enter the information
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into the Statewi de Centralized Voter System The county registrar
shal | send municipal voting precinct information by United States
first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at the address
provided on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred
by the county registrar or the clerk of the municipality in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the governing
authority of the municipality. |If a review of the application for
regi stration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the nmunicipality, the
registrar shall notify the applicant of the correct county

preci nct.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
has previously registered to vote in another county of this state
or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of
registration in this state shall be provided by the Statew de
Centralized Voter System |If the voter's previous place of
regi stration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the
voter's previous state of residence if the Statewi de Centralized
Voter System has that capability.

(8) Any person who attenpts to register to vote by nai
shall be subject to the penalties for false registration provided
for in Section 23-15-17.

(9) Mil-in voter registration applications shall be pl aced

in all polling places on an el ection day and shall be distributed

to any person requesting a mail-in voter registration application.

Persons obtaining a mail-in voter registration application nust

mai | the application to his county registrar as provided in

subsection (2)(a) of this section before he will be registered to

vot e.
SECTION 2. Section 23-15-245, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

23-15-245. (1) It shall be the duty of the manager

designated as bailiff to be present at the voting place, and to

H B. No. 1411 *HR40/R1728*
05/ HR40/ R1728
PAGE 10 (Gm\BD)



324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352

take such steps as will acconplish the purpose of his appointnent,
and he shall have full power to do so, and he may sumon to his
aid all persons present at the voting place. A space thirty (30)
feet in every direction fromthe polls, or the roomin which the
election is held, shall be kept open and clear of all persons
except the election officers and two (2) chall engers of good
conduct and behavi or, selected by each party to detect and
challenge illegal voters; and the electors shall approach the
polls fromone direction, |line, door or passage, and depart in
anot her as nearly opposite as conveni ent.

(2) Any person wanting to obtain a mail-in voter

regi stration application shall be allowed to enter the polling

pl ace to obtain a mail-in voter registration application, and

after he has obtained an application, he shall depart imediately

fromthe polling place. The nmail-in voter registration

applications shall be distributed by the manager. Mil-in voter

regi stration applications shall be placed in all polling places on

an el ection day and shall be distributed as authorized in Section

23-15-47(8) .

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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