M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Al dridge (By Request) To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1386

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM FOR UNDERSERVED
2 RESIDENTS (SPUR); TO ESTABLI SH REQUI REMENTS FOR STUDENTS TO
3 QUALIFY FOR SPUR, TO PROVIDE A LIMT ON THE SCHOLARSHI P AMOUNT; TO
4 PROVIDE CRIM NAL PENALTI ES FOR MAKI NG FALSE STATEMENTS I N ORDER TO
5 RECElI VE A SCHOLARSHI P; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELI G BI LI TY FOR RENEWAL
6 OF A SCHOLARSHI P; TO PROVI DE THAT PAYMENTS OF FUNDS AWARDED SHALL
7 BE APPLIED TO TUI TI ON FI RST; TO PROVI DE REQUI REMENTS FOR
8 INSTITUTIONS TO BE ELIG BLE I N ORDER FOR | TS STUDENTS TO
9 PARTICI PATE I N SPUR, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. A student who qualifies for the Schol arship
12 Program for Underserved Residents (SPUR) shall be any student:
13 (a) Wose famly's prior year adjusted gross incone
14 (AGQ) does not exceed the maxinmumallowed to qualify for full Pell
15 Gant eligibility and col | ege-canpus-based federal aid; and
16 (b) Was enrolled in the previous school year in a
17 school whose achi evenent classification is Level 1 or Level 2
18 according to the M ssissippi Departnment of Education.
19 SECTION 2. A schol arshi p awarded under this program nay be
20 used by a qualified student at any school chosen by the parent(s)
21 of such students, so long as the school is accredited by a
22 legitimate accreditation body.
23 SECTI ON 3. The schol arship shall not exceed Three Thousand
24 Dollars ($3,000.00) in any school year for which the schol arship
25 was granted. It shall be applied to tuition, nmeals, books,
26 materials, or fees. The adm nistering agency shall disburse half
27 of the scholarship amount at the begi nning of each senester, or
28 one-third (1/3) of the schol arship anmobunt at the begi nning of each
29 trimester.
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SECTION 4. By accepting a schol arship under this program

the student and the parent(s) of the student are attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness and correctness of information provided to
denonstrate the student's eligibility. Falsification of such
information shall result in the denial of any pending schol arship
and revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Any student or parent of a
student who know ngly nmakes fal se statenents in order to receive a
grant shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor puni shable, upon conviction
thereof, by a fine of up to Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000.00), a
prison sentence of up to one (1) year in the county jail, or both,
and shall be required to return all funds under this programthat
were wongfully obtained.

SECTION 5. Eligibility for renewal of a schol arship under

this programshall be evaluated at the end of each senester, or
term of each academ c year. As a condition for renewal, a
student shall:

(a) Maintain continuous enrollnent for not |ess than
two (2) senesters or three (3) quarters in each successive
academ c year, unless granted an exception for cause by the
adm ni stering agency. |If a student fails to maintain continuous
enroll nment, and is not granted an exception for cause by the
adm ni stering agency, the student is ineligible to receive a
schol arshi p under this programduring the follow ng senester or
trimester or termof the regular academ c year.

(b) Have a cunul ative grade point average of at | east
2.00 or its equivalent calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of
each senmester or trimester or term

SECTI ON 6. Each student, each year, nust conplete an

application for a scholarship under this program as designed by
the adm ni stering agency to determne his/her eligibility.

SECTION 7. Paynent of the funds awarded under this program

shal |l be nmade payable to the recipient and the educati onal
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institution and nailed directly to the institution, to be applied
first to tuition

SECTION 8. In order to remain eligible for its students to

participate in this program the institution shall conmply with the
foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) A conplete and accurate roster of the eligibility
status of each awarded student shall be nmade to the agency for
each term senester or quarter of the academ c year the student
recei ves a schol arship under this program

(b) The institution is required to make refunds to the
adm ni stering agency for any funds which have not been di sbursed
to the recipient, in the case of students who have received a
grant but who term nate enrollnent during the academc term
senester or quarter of the academ c year is an institution's
refund policies permt a student to receive a refund in such
instances. the recipient shall be responsible for the refund of
any funds which have been disbursed by the institution in such
i nst ance,;

(c) If a student drops below full-tine status but does
not termnate all enrollnent during the term senester or quarter
of the academ c year no refund will be required for that term
However, that student is ineligible to receive a schol arshi p under
this programduring the followng term senester or quarter of the
regul ar academ c year; and

(d) The adm ni stering agency may conduct its own annual
audits of any institution participating in the program but such
audits shall be imted to ensuring that the provisions of this
act have been conplied with. The agency may suspend or revoke an
institution's eligibility to receive future noni es under the
programif it finds that the institution has not conplied with the
provi sions of this act.

SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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