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Represent ati ve Hol | and To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1376

AN ACT TO REQUI RE RETAI LERS OF ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGES, BEER AND
LI GHT W NES TO DI SPLAY SI GNS ON THE PREM SES WHERE THE ALCOHOLI C
BEVERAGES ARE SOLD THAT | NFORM THE PUBLI C THAT DRI NKI NG ALCOHOLI C
BEVERAGES DURI NG PREGNANCY CAN CAUSE BI RTH DEFECTS; TO PROVI DE A
PENALTY FOR FAI LURE TO DI SPLAY SUCH SI GNS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Each hol der of a package retailer's permt,

on-prem ses retailer's permt or native wine retailer's permt
shal | display on the prem ses where the permttee sells alcoholic
beverages at | east one (1) sign that reads substantially as
follows: "WARNING DRI NKING WNE, BEER OR OTHER ALCOHOLI C
BEVERAGES DURI NG PREGNANCY CAN CAUSE BI RTH DEFECTS." The sign or
signs shall be at |east eighteen (18) inches |ong and ei ghteen
(18) inches high with lettering not |ess than one (1) inch in

hei ght, and one (1) sign nust be easily visible fromthe | ocation
in the prem ses where the consuner purchases or otherw se receives
t he al coholic beverages.

Any person who fails to conply with the requirenments of this
section shall be subject to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
i f convicted and upon conviction be guilty of a m sdeneanor.
However, if a person renedi es such nonconpliance by the tine of
t he person's schedul ed court appearance, all charges shall be
di sm ssed agai nst such person.

SECTI ON 2. Each holder of a permt or privilege license to

engage in the business of a retailer of beer or |ight w nes shal
di splay on the prem ses where the permttee or |icensee sells beer
or light wines at |east one (1) sign that reads substantially as

follows: "WARNING DRI NKING WNE, BEER OR OTHER ALCOHCLI C
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BEVERAGES DURI NG PREGNANCY CAN CAUSE BI RTH DEFECTS." The sign or
signs shall be at |east eighteen (18) inches |ong and ei ghteen
(18) inches high wiwth lettering not |ess than one (1) inch in

hei ght, and one (1) sign nust be easily visible fromthe | ocation
in the prem ses where the consuner purchases or otherw se receives
the beer or light w nes.

Any person who fails to conply with the requirenents of this
section shall be subject to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
if convicted and upon conviction be guilty of a m sdeneanor.
However, if a person renedi es such nonconpliance by the tinme of
the person's schedul ed court appearance, all charges shall be
di sm ssed agai nst such person.

SECTION 3. Section 1 shall be codified as a new section in

Chapter 1 of Title 67, M ssissippi Code of 1972. Section 2 shal
be codified as a new section in Chapter 3 of Title 67, M ssissipp
Code of 1972.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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