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Represent ati ves Fornby, Dedeaux, More To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1317
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-41-211, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT CERTAI N | NSURANCE POLI CI ES SHALL PROVI DE
REI MBURSEMENT FOR SERVI CES RENDERED BY MARRI AGE AND FAM LY
THERAPI STS FOR THE TREATMENT OF MENTAL, NERVOUS OR EMOTI ONAL
DI SORDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 83-41-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenact ed and anended as foll ows:

[Until July 1, 2008, this section shall read as foll ows:]

83-41-211. \Wenever any policy of insurance or any nedi cal
service plan or hospital service contract or hospital and nedical
service contract issued in this state provides for reinbursenent
for any diagnosis and treatnment of nmental, nervous or enotional
di sorders only which are within the | awful scope of practice of a
duly licensed psychol ogi st as defined in Section 73-31-3, within
the | awful scope of practice of a duly |icensed professional
counsel or as defined in Section 73-30-3, * * * within the | awful
scope of practice of a duly licensed clinical social worker as

defined in Section 73-53-3, or within the | awful scope of practice

of a duly licensed marriage and fam |y therapist as defined in

Section 73-54-5, the insured or other person entitled to benefits

under such policy shall be entitled to reinbursenent for such

servi ces, whether such services are performed by a duly |icensed
physician or by a duly licensed psychol ogist, by a duly |icensed
prof essi onal counselor, by a duly licensed clinical social worker

or by a duly licensed marriage and fam |y therapist,

notwi t hstandi ng any provision to the contrary in any statute or in

such policy, plan or contract. Duly licensed psychol ogi sts shal

H B. No. 1317 *HRO3/R841SG* Gl/ 2
05/ HRO3/ R841SG
PAGE 1 (MS\LH)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

be entitled to participate in such policies, plans or contracts
providing for the diagnosis and treatnent of nental, nervous or
enotional disorders only as authorized by Section 73-31-3. A duly
I i censed professional counselor shall be entitled to participate
in such policies, plans or contracts providing for the diagnosis
and treatnent of nental, nervous or enotional disorders only as
aut hori zed by Section 73-30-3. A duly licensed clinical social
wor ker shall be entitled to participate in such policies, plans or
contracts providing for the diagnosis and treatnent of nental,
nervous or enotional disorders only as authorized by Section

73-53-3. A duly licensed marriage and famly therapist shall be

entitled to participate in such policies, plans or contracts

providing for the diagnosis and treatnent of nmental, nervous or

enotional disorders only as authorized by Section 73-54-5 et seq.

The addition of marriage and famly therapi sts as providers

herein is intended to only allow themto treat nental, nervous or

enotional disorders as treated by other providers, to the extent

that marriage and famly therapists are qualified to treat such

di sorders. Notwi thstanding anything in this section to the

contrary, the scope or definition of nental, nervous or enotional

di sorders shall remain the sanme and shall not be expanded by the

addition of marriage and famly therapists as all owabl e providers.

[ From and after July 1, 2008, this section shall read as

follows:]

83-41-211. \Wenever any policy of insurance or any nedi cal

service plan or hospital service contract or hospital and nedi cal
service contract issued in this state provides for reinbursenent
for any diagnosis and treatnent of nental, nervous or enotional

di sorders only which are within the | awful scope of practice of a
duly licensed psychol ogi st as defined in Section 73-31-3, within
the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed professional
counsel or as defined in Section 73-30-3, or within the | aw ul

scope of practice of a duly licensed clinical social worker as
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defined in Section 73-53-3, the insured or other person entitled
to benefits under such policy shall be entitled to rei nbursenent
for such services, whether such services are perfornmed by a duly
| i censed physician or by a duly licensed psychol ogist, by a duly
| i censed professional counselor, by a duly licensed clinical
soci al worker, notw thstanding any provision to the contrary in
any statute or in such policy, plan or contract. Duly licensed
psychol ogi sts shall be entitled to participate in such policies,
pl ans or contracts providing for the diagnosis and treatnment of
nmental, nervous or enotional disorders only as authorized by
Section 73-31-3. A duly licensed professional counselor shall be
entitled to participate in such policies, plans or contracts
providing for the diagnosis and treatnment of nental, nervous or
enotional disorders only as authorized by Section 73-30-3. A duly
| icensed clinical social worker shall be entitled to participate
in such policies, plans or contracts providing for the diagnosis
and treatnent of nental, nervous or enotional disorders only as
aut hori zed by Section 73-53-3.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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