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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1281
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO | SSUE
PERSONAL | DENTI FI CATI ON CARDS FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES; TO
PRESCRI BE THE | NFORVATI ON TO BE | NCLUDED ON THE | DENTI FI CATI ON
CARD;, TO PROVI DE FOR RENEWAL OF THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD; TO
PROVI DE FOR A FEE FOR | SSUANCE OF THE CARD; TO PROVI DE THAT M SUSE
OF THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARDS FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES SHALL BE
A M SDEMEANOR; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. As used in this article, the term

(a) "Comm ssioner"” neans the Comm ssioner of the
Department of Public Safety.

(b) "Departnment” neans Departnent of Public Safety.

(c) "Disability" neans any physical, nental or
neur ol ogi cal inpairment which severely restricts a person's
nobility, manual dexterity or ability to clinb stairs; substanti al
| oss of sight or hearing; |oss of one or nore |inbs or use
thereof; or significantly di m nished reasoning capacity.

(d) "ldentification card for persons with disabilities”
means an identification card issued as provided in this article.

(e) "Permanent disability” means any disability which
is permanent in nature or which is expected to continue for a
period of at |east five (5) years.

(f) "Person with disabilities" nmeans any person with a
permanent or tenporary disability.

(g) "Tenporary disability" means any disability which
is expected to continue for at |east six (6) nmonths but |ess than
five (5) years.

SECTION 2. (1) The Departnent of Public Safety shall issue

personal identification cards to persons with disabilities who
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make application to the departnment in accordance with rules and
regul ati ons prescribed by the comm ssioner. The identification
card for persons with disabilities shall promnently display the
i nternational handi capped synbol and, in addition to any other
information required by this act, may contain a recent col or
phot ograph of the applicant and the follow ng information:

(a) Full |egal nane;

(b) Address of residence;

(c) Birth date;

(d) Date identification card was issued;

(e) Date identification card expires;

(f) Sex;
(9) Height;
(h) Weight;

(i) Eye color;
(j) Location where the identification card was issued;
(k) Signature of person identified or facsimle
t her eof ;
(I') Fingerprint of person identified; and
(m Such other information as required by the
depart nent .

(2) The identification card for persons with disabilities
shal | bear the signatures of the conm ssioner and the Governor and
shal |l bear an identification card nunber which shall not be the
sane as the applicant's social security nunber, unless the person
specifically requests that the social security nunber be used.
The conmm ssioner shall prescribe the formof identification cards
i ssued pursuant to this article to persons who are not United
States citizens and who do not possess a social security nunber
i ssued by the United States governnent. The identification cards
of such persons shall include a nunber and any other identifying

information prescribed by the comm ssioner.

H B. No. 1281 *HRO3/R1112SG*
05/ HRO3/ R1112SG
PAGE 2 (CTE\LH



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

SECTION 3. (1) The identification card for persons with

disabilities shall be issued to a person with a pernmanent
disability for a period of four (4) years and shall be renewabl e
on the applicant's birthday in the fourth year foll ow ng such
i ssuance. The identification cards shall be issued to persons:
(a) Wth obvious permanent disabilities wi thout further
verification of disability; and
(b) Wth disabilities which are not obvi ous upon
presentation of the current sworn affidavit of at |east one (1)
nmedi cal doctor attesting to such pernmanent disability. A current
affidavit shall be presented at each request for renewal.

(2) The identification card for persons with disabilities
shall be issued to a person with a tenporary disability upon
presentation of a sworn affidavit of at |east one (1) nedi cal
doctor attesting to such disability and estimating the duration of
such disability. Such identification cards shall be issued for
periods of six (6) nonths. A current affidavit of a nedical
doctor attesting to the continuance of such disability shall be
presented at each request for renewal thereafter.

SECTION 4. The face of the identification card for persons

with disabilities shall bear the word "TRANSPORTATI ON' with a box
or bl ank space adjacent thereto. The issuer of the card shal

pl ace an "X" in such box or blank space if the applicant's
disability creates nobility limtations which prevent himor her
fromclinbing stairs or otherwise fromentering normally designed
buses or other vehicles normally used for public transportation.
When so marked, the identification card for persons with
disabilities shall serve as sufficient proof of the need for
speci al transportation services for persons with disabilities
provided by any entity in this state.

SECTION 5. The identification card for persons with

disabilities shall bear the word "SEATING' with a box or bl ank

space adj acent thereto. The issuer of the card shall place an "X
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in such box or blank space if the applicant's disability creates
mobility or health Iimtations which prevent himor her from
clinbing stairs or steep inclines. Wen so nmarked, the
identification card for persons with disabilities shall be
sufficient to admt the holder to seating for persons with
disabilities at public events in this state.

SECTION 6. The comm ssioner shall promul gate rules and

regul ations under which this article shall be inplenented.

SECTION 7. The departnment shall require an applicant for an

identification card for persons with disabilities to furnish a
birth certificate or other verifiable evidence stating the
applicant's birth date.

SECTION 8. The departnent shall collect a fee of Fifteen

Dol l ars ($15.00) for an identification card for persons wth
disabilities, which fee shall be deposited in the State Treasury
in the sane manner as notor vehicle driver's |license fees.

SECTION 9. It is a m sdeneanor for any person:

(a) To lend his or her identification card for persons
wWith disabilities to any other person or knowingly to permt the
use thereof by another; and

(b) To display or represent as his or her own any
identification card for persons with disabilities not issued to
hi m or her.

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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