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Represent ati ve Beckett To: Appropriations;
Muni ci palities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1280

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 45-1-29, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl CRI ME LABORATORY MAY NOT CHARGE FEES
FOR SERVI CES RENDERED BY | T TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OF ANY
MUNI CI PALI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 45-1-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

45-1-29. (1) The Mssissippi Crime Laboratory shall be
funded separately fromthe Departnent of Public Safety. Any
appropriated funds shall be maintained in an account separate from
any funds of the Departnent of Public Safety and shall never be
comm ngled with any funds of said department. However, nothing in
this section shall be construed to prohibit the utilization of the
conbi ned resources of the Mssissippi Crine Laboratory, the
Di vision of Support Services of the Departnent of Public Safety or
the M ssissippi Justice Information Center to efficiently carry
out the m ssion of the Departnment of Public Safety.

(2) Gants and donations to the crine |aboratory may be
accepted fromindividuals, the federal governnent, firns,
corporations, foundations and other interested organi zati ons and
soci eti es.

(3) (a) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (b), the

Comm ssi oner of Public Safety shall establish and the Division of
Support Services of the Departnent of Public Safety shall collect
for services rendered proper fees commensurate with the services
rendered by the crime | aboratory. Those fees shall be deposited
into a special fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the

crinme | aboratory and expended in accordance with applicable rules
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and regul ati ons of the Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration.
Those fees nay be used for any authorized expenditure of the crine
| aboratory except expenditures for sal aries, wages and fringe
benefits.

(b) No fees may be collected for any services rendered

by the crine | aboratory to any | aw enforcenent departnent or

office of any nunicipality.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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