M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Holl and To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1263

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-21-97, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO DEFI NE THE TERM " PSYCHOLOG ST" UNDER THE Cl VI L COVM TMENT
3 STATUTES FOR THE PURPOSES OF CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF TREATMENT FACI LI TY
4 RECORDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 41-21-97, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anended as follows:
8 41-21-97. The hospital records of and information pertaining
9 to patients at treatnment facilities or patients being treated by
10 physicians, psychol ogists (as defined in Section 73-31-3(e)) or
11 licensed master social workers shall be confidential and shall be
12 released only: (a) upon witten authorization of the patient; (b)
13 upon order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction; (c) when
14 necessary for the continued treatnment of a patient; (d) when, in
15 the opinion of the director, release is necessary for the
16 determnation of eligibility for benefits, conpliance with
17 statutory reporting requirenents, or other |awful purpose; or (e)
18 when the patient has conmunicated to the treating physician,
19 psychol ogist (as defined in Section 73-31-3(e)) or naster social
20 worker an actual threat of physical violence against a clearly
21 identified or reasonably identifiable potential victimor victins,
22 and then the treating physician, psychologist (as defined in
23 Section 73-31-3(e)) or master social worker may conmunicate the
24 threat only to the potential victimor victins, a | aw enforcenent
25 agency, or the parent or guardian of a mnor who is identified as
26 a potential victim
27 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
28 and after July 1, 2005.
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