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Representative Hol | and To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1197

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-1-43, 63-1-45, 63-1-47 AND
63-1-49, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO I NCREASE FROM FOUR TO FI VE
THE NUMBER OF YEARS THAT A REGULAR DRIVER S LI CENSE AND A CLASS D
COMVERCI AL DRI VER S LI CENSE SHALL BE VALID; TO I NCREASE THE FEES
CHARGED FOR THE | SSUANCE OF REGULAR DRI VER S LI CENSES AND CLASS D
COMVERCI AL DRI VER' S LI CENSES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE ADDI TI ONAL FEES
SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | NTO A SPECI AL FUND | N THE STATE TREASURY AND
MAY BE EXPENDED SOLELY FOR THE OPERATI ON AND SUPPORT OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl HI GHWAY SAFETY PATROL; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-1-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-43. (1) The fee for receiving the application and
issuing the regular driver's or operator's license and the fee for
renewi ng the license shall be:

(a) Twenty-three Dollars ($23.00) plus the applicable

phot ograph fee for each applicant for a five-year license;
(b) Three Dollars ($3.00) plus the applicable
phot ograph fee for each applicant for a one-year |icense, except
as provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection; and
(c) Eight Dollars ($8.00) plus the applicable
phot ograph fee for a one-year l|icense for each applicant who is
not a United States citizen and who does not possess a soci al
security nunber issued by the United States governnent.
Al'l originals and renewal s of regular operators' |icenses
shall be in conpliance with Section 63-1-47.
(2) The fee for receiving the application and issuing a
not orcycl e endorsenent shall be Five Dollars ($5.00). Mtorcycle
endorsenents shall be valid for the sanme period of tinme as the

applicant's operator's |icense.
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(3) The fee for receiving the application and issuing a
restricted notorcycle operator's license and the fee for renew ng
such license shall be:

(a) Sixteen Dollars ($16.00) plus the applicable

phot ograph fee for a five-year |icense; and
(b) Eight Dollars ($8.00) plus the applicable
phot ograph fee for a one (1) year |icense.

Al originals and renewals of restricted notorcycle |Iicenses
shall be valid for the sane period of time that an ori gi nal
regular driver's license may be issued to such person in
conpliance with Section 63-1-47.

(4) Fromand after January 1, 1990, every person who makes
application for an original license or a renewal |icense to
operate a vehicle as a common carrier by notor vehicle, taxicab,
passenger coach, dray, contract carrier or private comrerci al
carrier as such terns are defined in Section 27-19-3, except for
t hose vehicles for which a Cass AL Bor Clicense is required
under Article 2 of this chapter, shall, in lieu of the regular
driver's license above provided for, apply for and obtain a Cd ass
D commercial driver's |license. Except as otherw se provided in
subsection (5) of this section, the fee for the issuance of a

Class D commercial driver's license shall be Twenty-eight Doll ars

($28.00) plus the applicable photograph fee for a period of five
(5) years; however, except as required under Article 2 of this
chapter, no driver of a pickup truck shall be required to have a
commercial license regardl ess of the purpose for which the pickup
truck is used.

Except as otherw se provided in subsection (5) of this
section, all originals and renewals of comercial |icenses issued
under this section shall be valid for a period of five (5) years,
in conpliance with Section 63-1-47. Only persons who operate the
above-nentioned vehicles in the course of the regular and

customary busi ness of the owner shall be required to obtain a
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Cl ass D conmercial operator's |license, and persons operating such
vehicles for private purposes or in energencies shall not be
required to obtain such |icense.

(5) The original and each renewal of a commercial driver's
| i cense issued under this section to a person who is not a United
States citizen and who does not possess a social security nunber
i ssued by the United States governnent shall be issued for a
period of one (1) year for a fee of Eight Dollars ($8.00) plus the
appl i cabl e phot ograph fee and shall expire one (1) year fromthe
date of issuance. Such person nay renew a commercial |icense
i ssued under this section wwthin thirty (30) days of expiration of
the |icense.

(6) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety, by rule or
regul ation, shall establish a driver's |license photograph fee
whi ch shall be the actual cost of the photograph rounded off to
the next highest dollar. Monies collected for the photograph fee
shal |l be deposited into a special photograph fee account which the
Departnent of Public Safety shall use to pay the actual cost of
produci ng the photographs. Any nonies collected in excess of the
actual costs of the photography shall be deposited to the General
Fund of the State of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-45. License exam ners shall keep a conplete record of
all funds received from applicants upon fornms to be prescribed and
furni shed by the departnment out of the operating funds of the
departnent. Application forns shall be printed in book form and
serially nunbered and in such formthat the original thereof may
be transmtted by the Iicense exam ner to the conm ssioner,
together with the renewal fee. A copy thereof, signed by the
exam ner, shall be given to the applicant, and a copy thereof
shall be retained by the exam ner. The |icense exam ner shall,

not later than ten (10) days fromthe date of an application,
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transmt the sane, together with the fee, to the conm ssioner.
Such application bl anks and funds shall be subject to audit at any
time. The comm ssioner shall maintain records of all application
forms on hand and issued to the exam ners, who shall be charged
therewith. The receipt provided for herein shall be the only
valid and recogni zed form of receipt for fees paid by applicants,
and such receipt shall be sufficient in lieu of the renewed

| icense for a period of sixty (60) days or until such renewed

| i cense has been issued to the applicant by the comm ssioner.
There shall be tendered with all applications for a tenporary
driving permt or tenporary notorcycle driving permt, or for the
initial issuance of any license issued pursuant to this article,
the proper fee required by law, in cash, or by noney order,
cashier's or certified check. The required fee for issuance of
renewal |icenses, duplicate |icenses or other services, for which
a fee is charged, shall be tendered with the application therefor
by cash, check or noney order. 1In the event a check for renewal

of a license is dishonored for any reason, the person whose

| i cense was bei ng renewed by such check shall be notified in
witing and be given thirty (30) days after such witten notice in
which to pay the renewal fee. This shall be done by forwarding a
certified check or postal noney order in the correct anmount to the
departnent. If, at the end of thirty (30) days, such certified
check or postal noney order has not been received by the
departnent, the comm ssioner shall cancel that person's |icense,
and, in order for that license to be reinstated, a reinstatenent
fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) plus the ampbunt due on the returned
check must be received by the departnent.

The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall deposit the anpunt of
fees, together with all fees for duplicate |licenses, permts,
del i nquent fees and reinstatenment fees collected by himinto the
CGeneral Fund of the State Treasury, in accordance with the

provi sions of Section 45-1-23(2); however:
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(a) Seven Dollars ($7.00) of the fee derived fromthe
fee charged for original and renewal operators' |icenses inposed
under Section 63-1-43(1) and Four Dollars ($4.00) of the fee
derived fromthe fee charged for original and renewal O ass D
commercial drivers' licenses under Section 63-1-43(4) shall be
deposited into a special fund that is created in the State
Treasury. Monies in the fund may be expended pursuant to
| egi sl ative appropriation solely for the purchase by the
M ssi ssi ppi Highway Safety Patrol of patrol cars, communications

equi pnent and weapons; and

(b) Five Dollars ($5.00) of the fee derived fromthe

fee charged for original and renewal operators' |icenses inposed

under Section 63-1-43(1) and Five Dollars ($5.00) of the fee

derived fromthe fee charged for original and renewal Cass D

commercial drivers' licenses under Section 63-1-43(4) shall be

deposited into a special fund that is created in the State

Treasury. Monies in the fund may be expended pursuant to

| egi sl ative appropriation solely for the operati on and support of

the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol.

SECTION 3. Section 63-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-47. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section,
each applicant for an original |icense issued pursuant to this
article, who is entitled to issuance of same, and who is eighteen
(18) years of age or older, shall be issued a five-year |icense
which will expire at m dnight on the |icensee's birthday.

(a) Except as otherw se provided in this section, al
renewal |icenses of operators eighteen (18) years of age or ol der
shall be for five-year periods and nmay be renewed any tine within
six (6) nonths before the expiration of the |license upon
application and paynent of the required fee, unless required to be

r eexam ned.
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(b) Fromand after January 1, 1990, no commerci al
driver's license shall be issued under the provisions of this
article for any commercial notor vehicle, the |lawful operation of
which requires the driver to obtain a ass A, B or C comerci al
driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; however, from
time to tinme, the holder of a commercial |icense may apply for a
commercial driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; and,
if he fails to pass the required test for such |license, he shal
be entitled to an extension of his license that shall be valid for
one hundred twenty (120) days or until he again is tested under
Article 2 of this chapter, whichever occurs first. The extension
shall entitle the license holder to operate all vehicles which
such license authorized himto operate prior to taking the
required test. The first extension shall be w thout charge;
however, a fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) shall be inposed for
any subsequent extension. No extension shall be valid past Mrch
31, 1992.

(2) Any commercial driver's |license issued under this
article before January 1, 1990, which expires after March 31,
1992, shall be void on April 1, 1992, for the operation of any
commercial vehicle requiring a comrercial |icense to be issued
under Article 2 of this chapter; however, if the hol der of any
such license applies for a commercial driver's |icense under
Article 2 of this chapter, passes the required tests for such
| icense, pays all applicable fees under Article 2 of this chapter
except the Forty Dollars ($40.00) |icense fee and ot herw se neets
all requirenents for the issuance of such license, then such
person shall be issued a |license under Article 2 of this chapter
whi ch shall expire on the expiration date of the comerci al
driver's license being replaced.

(3) The fee for the issuance of an original and renewal s of
a Class D commercial driver's license under this article to an

applicant who is not a United States citizen and who does not
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possess a social security nunber issued by the United States
governnment and the period for which such license will be valid and
expire shall be as prescribed in Section 63-1-43.

(4) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall notify, by
United States mail addressed to the |ast known address of record
with the Departnent of Public Safety, all holders of a conmerci al
driver's license issued under this article before January 1, 1990,
and which expire after March 31, 1992, that such license wll be
void on and after April 1, 1992, for the operation of any vehicle
for which a commercial driver's license is required to be issued
under Article 2 of this chapter.

(5) Any person holding a valid commercial driver's |icense
i ssued under this article before January 1, 1990, shall continue
thereafter, until expiration of such license, to be entitled to
operate all vehicles which such |icense authorized himto operate
i mredi ately before January 1, 1990, except that fromand after
April 1, 1992, such license shall not entitle the |icensee to
operate a commercial notor vehicle the |lawful operation of which
requires a commercial driver's license under Article 2 of this
chapter.

(6) Except as otherwi se provided in this article, each
applicant for an original driver's license issued pursuant to this
article, who is entitled to i ssuance of same, being under eighteen
(18) years of age, shall be issued a one-year |icense which wll
expire at mdnight on the licensee's birthday. Renewal drivers
| i censes of operators under the age of eighteen (18) shall be for
one-year periods and may be renewed any time within two (2) nonths
before the expiration of the |icense upon application and paynent
of the required fee, unless required to be reexam ned. An
internmediate |icense shall be valid for one (1) year fromits date
of issue and nay be renewed any tine within fourteen (14) days
before expiration of the license. Al applications by an operator

under the age of eighteen (18) nust be acconpani ed by
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docunentation that the applicant is in conpliance with the
education requirenents of Section 63-1-9(1)(g), and the
docunent ati on nust be dated no nore than thirty (30) days prior to
the date of application.

(7) Any license issued under this article to a person who is
not a United States citizen and who does not possess a soci al
security nunber issued by the United States governnent shal
expire one (1) year fromthe date of issuance and may be renewed,
if such person is otherwise qualified to renew such |icense,
within thirty (30) days of expiration. The fee for any such
| icense and for renewal shall be as prescribed in Section 63-1-43.

SECTION 4. Section 63-1-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-49. (1) An expired license issued pursuant to this
article my be renewed at any tine within twelve (12) nonths after
the expiration date of said |icense upon application and paynent
of the required fee, and the paynent of a delinquent fee of One
Dol lar ($1.00), in lieu of a driver exam nation, unless the hol der
of the expired license is required to be exam ned, or unless the
departnment has reason to believe the licensee is no | onger
qualified to receive a license. |f any person shall obtain a new
| icense, his |last previous |icense having been good and vali d,
except for its lapsing, wthout his having obtained a renewal
within the tine required by law, then such rei ssuance of a |icense
shall constitute a renewal of the previous |icense and not a new
| i cense.

(2) (a) Any person in the arnmed services of the United
States, holding a valid license issued pursuant to this article
and being out of state due to mlitary service at the tine said
| icense expires, may renew said |license at any tine wthin ninety
(90) days after being discharged fromsuch mlitary service or
upon returning to the state, w thout paynent of any delinquent fee

or exam nation, unless the departnent has reason to believe that
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the licensee is no longer qualified to receive a license. Said
person shall nake proof by affidavit of the fact of such mlitary
service and of the tine of discharge or return. The expiration of
the license of a mlitary person under the provisions of this
paragraph (a) shall not affect the validity of the |icense, but
such license shall continue to be valid and permt such person to
operate a notor vehicle for a period of ninety (90) days after he
is discharged frommlitary service or returns to the state or
until he renews his |icense, whichever event first occurs.

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection
(2) also apply to the spouse or a child of a person in the arned
services of the United States who is out of state due to mlitary
service if the spouse or child resides out of state with the arned
services nmenber and the license of the spouse or child expires
during his or her absence fromthe state. The Conm ssi oner of
Public Safety may adopt such rules and regul ations as nay be
necessary to inplenent the provisions of this paragraph.

(3) Any person holding a valid license issued pursuant to
this article who i s going overseas for two (2) to five (5) years
and whose |icense shall expire during the stay overseas nay renew
said license for five (5) years prior to leaving. Said person
shal | make proof by affidavit of the fact of such overseas travel.
Such reissuance of a license shall constitute a renewal of the
previous |license and not a new |icense.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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