M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Representatives Stevens, Ellington, To:  Appropriations

Howel | , Lott, Formby, Moore, Martinson
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1181

AN ACT TO DI RECT THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON
TO SEEK AN ENTI TY TO PURCHASE AND CONTI NUE THE OPERATI ON OF
M SSI SSI PPl EDUCATI ONAL TELEVI SI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR THE SALE AND
TRANSFER OF M SSI SSI PPl EDUCATI ONAL TELEVI SION TO THE ENTI TY; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 37-63-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT
AFTER THE DEPARTMENT HAS TRANSFERRED THE OPERATI ON OF M SSI SSI PP
EDUCATI ONAL TELEVI SI ON TO AN ENTI TY, SECTI ONS 37-63-1 THROUGH
37-63-17, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WH CH PROVI DE FOR THE
OPERATI ON OF M SSI SSI PPl EDUCATI ONAL TELEVI SI ON, SHALL STAND
REPEALED;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration

shall seek a responsible entity to purchase and continue the
operation of M ssissippi Educational Television (METV). After the
department has found such an entity, the departnent shall sell and
transfer the real and personal property associated with METV to
the entity for not |less than the current fair market val ue as
determ ned by the averaging of at |east two (2) appraisals by
pr of essi onal appraisers who are |icensed by the M ssissippi Real
Estat e Appraiser Licensing and Certification Board. The
departnment shall deposit the proceeds fromthe sale into the State
General Fund.

(2) After METV is sold to the entity, no state funds shal
be provided to the entity through appropriations, grants or bonds
for the operation of METV, however, the State of M ssissippi shal
continue to be liable for paynment of the principal and interest on
any state general obligation bonds that provided any noney to or
fi nanced any projects for METV.

(3) Al contracts to which the Authority for Educational
Television is a party that are in existence at the tinme of the

sale and transfer of METV to the entity shall be transferred to

H B. No. 1181 *HR40/R789* Gl/ 2
05/ HRA0/ R789
PAGE 1 (CTE\BD)



32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

the entity, which shall assune all duties and responsibilities of

the authority under those contracts.

SECTI ON 2.

Section 37-63-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

37-63-1. (1) It is declared to be the |egislative purpose

of this chapter,

and the public policy of the State of

M ssi ssippi, that there be established and devel oped in the public

i nterest an educational television and radi o system whi ch shal

provi de educational and instructional, professional growth, and

public service prograns for the students and citizens of

M ssi ssippi, such systemto be known as M ssi ssippi Educati onal

Tel evision. The Legislature therefore declares and determ nes

that for these and other rel ated purposes there is hereby

est abl i shed an agency of state governnent to be known as the

M ssi ssippi authority for educational television which shall have

the responsibility for the adm nistration, operation, control and

supervi sion of educational television and radio in M ssissippi.

(2) After the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration has

transferred the operation of M ssissippi Educational Television to

an entity as provided in Section 1 of this act, Sections 37-63-1

t hrough 37-63-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall stand repeal ed.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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