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Represent ati ve Hol | and To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1174

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE | NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, HARD OF
HEARI NG AND DEAFBLI ND REGQ STRATI ON ACT; TO PROVI DE DEFI NI TI ONS;
TO PROVI DE THAT CERTAI N | NDI VI DUALS WHO | NTERPRET FOR THE DEAF
FOR A FEE MUST BE REGQ STERED;, TO PROVI DE CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF
COMVUNI CATI ON FOR THE DEAF; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI NG THE
ACT; TO PROVI DE RECI PROCI TY FOR CERTAI N | NTERPRETERS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as
the Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Deafblind
Regi strati on Act.

SECTION 2. The purpose of this chapter is to establish the

criteria for which interpreters for the deaf are to be registered
for and ascribe to in this state.

SECTI ON 3. For the purpose of this chapter, the follow ng

wor ds shall have the meani ngs ascribed unless the context
ot herwi se requires:

(a) "Certification" neans the |evel of credentials that
has been granted by the National Association of the Deaf or the
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf. It further includes the
docunent ation that supports the certification |evel the
interpreter has achieved.

(b) "Deaf or Hard of Hearing Person" neans a person who
has either no hearing or who has significant hearing |l oss so as to
need the services of an interpreter to communi cate. "Deafblind
Person"” means a person who has either the dual |oss of hearing and
sight or who has significant hearing and vision |losses so as to

need the services of an interpreter to comuni cate.
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(c) "Interpreter Training Program neans a post
secondary degree programof at least two (2) years in duration
that is accredited by the Mssissippi State Board for Conmunity
and Juni or Col |l eges, the Mssissippi Institutions of H gher
Learning or in the case of a nonresident, a conparable agency in
anot her state.

(d) "Interpreter"” nmeans an individual certified by the
Nat i onal Association of the Deaf, the Registry of Interpreters for
the Deaf or an individual who holds a valid M ssissippi Quality
Assurance Screening level for the level of interpreting in which
they are engaged. Registered interpreters are required to adhere
to professional standards and the Code of Ethics as established by
the National Association of the Deaf and the Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf. Interpreters will be registered by the
M ssi ssippi registering authority to performat prescribed |evels
after providing evidence of their |evel of expertise.

(e) "Interpreting"” neans the process of providing
accessi bl e communi cati on between and anong consuners who are deaf
or hard of hearing and those who are hearing. This process
includes, but is not limted to, comrunicati on between persons who
use Anerican Sign Language, English, cued speech, and oral
communi cation. It may also involve various other nodalities that
i nvol ve visual, gestural and tactil e nethods.

(f) "Quality Assurance Level" neans the |evel granted
t hrough the M ssissippi Quality Assurance Screening eval uati on.

It further includes the docunentation that supports the QA | eve
the interpreter has achieved.

(g) "Register" neans the process whereby the
certification and Quality Assurance |evel of qualified
interpreters are docunented and maintained so as to permt those
individuals to act as an interpreter for pay in the State of

M ssi ssi ppi .
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(h) "Registering Authority"” nmeans the agency that

registers the credentials an interpreter holds, issues the
regi stration docunentation to do business in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, and maintains the records to support the
regi stration. The registering authority is the M ssissipp
Departnent of Rehabilitation Services, Ofice on Deaf and Hard of
Heari ng.

SECTION 4. (1) Beginning July 1, 2005, no person, except

t hose described in subsection (6) of this section shall do any of
the followng with respect to providing interpreting services for
consuners who are deaf or hard of hearing for a fee or other
remuneration unless the person is registered under the provisions
of the Mssissippi Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and
Deaf bl i nd Regi stration Act:

(a) Engage in the practice of or offer to engage in the
practice of interpreting for a fee;

(b) Use the title of interpreter in connection with the
person's nane;

(c) Assune the identity of an interpreter;

(d) Use the title of interpreter in advertisenents or
descri ptions; or

(e) Performthe function of or convey the inpression
that the person is an interpreter.

(2) On or after July 1, 2005, no person shall provide
interpreting services and/or represent hinself or herself as an
interpreter for deaf or hard of hearing consuners for conpensation
unl ess such person is registered wwth the Ofice on Deaf and Hard
of Hearing according to the provisions of this section. To
register as an interpreter, one nust hold certification fromthe
Nat i onal Association of the Deaf, National Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf or a Quality Assurance Screening Level.

(3) In situations where there is extrene hardship or where

deaf and hard of hearing consunmers would be left with no
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interpreting services, a provisional permt may be granted on an
annual basis, provided that docunentation of inproved interpreting
skills is shown.

(4) The Registering Authority shall be charged with the
responsibility for keeping all records and verifying the accuracy
of the credentials of each applicant.

(5 Registration shall be for a period of two years, and
shal | be renewabl e.

(6) The follow ng individuals shall not be subject to the
requi renents of subsections (1), (2) and (3) of this section:

(a) A person engaging in the practice of interpreting
for religious services who i s not registered under the provisions
of the Mssissippi Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and
Deaf bl i nd Regi stration Act;

(b) Students enrolled in an approved | nterpreter
Training Program (I TP) and who are granted a student |evel
registration, provided the ITP has an instructor who also is
regi stered under the provisions of the M ssissippi Interpreters
for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deafblind Registration Act and
the student pays the appropriate fees; or

(c) A graduate of an approved Interpreter Training
Program (I TP) utilizing his or her student |evel for two years
W t hout registering provided he or she is supervised by an
interpreter who is registered under the provisions of the
M ssissippi Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and
Deaf bl i nd Registration Act and the graduate pays the appropriate
f ees.

(7) The Registering Authority shall establish an Advisory
Council to assist in witing the rules and setting the fees for
registering. The Advisory Council shall have three (3) nenbers.
One (1) shall be a deaf consuner; one (1) nmenber shall be a
registered interpreter who is actively engaged in the interpreting

busi ness; and one (1) shall be at-large. The Advisory Council may

H B. No. 1174 *HR40/R1350*
05/ HRA0/ R1350
PAGE 4 (OMED)



127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

ask additional persons who are know edgeabl e about the process and
busi ness of interpreting to assist themw th the business of the
counci | as needed.

SECTION 5. A qualified interpreter who is enployed to

interpret, transliterate, or relay a conversation between a person
who can hear and a consuner, who is deaf/hard of hearing or
deafblind, is a conduit for the conversation and nay not discl ose
or be conpelled to disclose, through reporting or testinony or by
subpoena, the contents of the conversations, except an interpreter
working in conjunction with and paid by a state agency or primry
or secondary school for the therapeutic, educational or
rehabilitation purposes. This communication is confidential, but
may be shared with appropriate agency or educational staff working
to assist the deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind person.

SECTION 6. The Registering Authority shall devel op fornms and

assist in referring grievances to the appropriate professional
organi zati on and/or authorities.

SECTION 7. Whoever is in violation of Sections 4 or 5 of

this act shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction
shall be fined not |less than Two Hundred Dol | ars ($200.00) nor
nore than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), and nay be inprisoned
for not nore than six (6) nonths.

SECTI ON 8. M ssissippi shall recognize interpreters who are

| i censed and/or certified in other states with equal or higher
certification than the interpreting |levels prescribed by the rules
and regul ations incunbent in this bill. A nonresident interpreter
may work up to fifteen (15) days per year w thout seeking a valid
permt fromthe Registering Authority. The person who utilizes a
nonresident interpreter is charged with the responsibility of
verifying the credentials and type of interpreting the interpreter
is qualified to do. |If a nonresident interpreter works nore than
fifteen (15) cal endar days per year in the State of M ssissipp

for conpensation or other renuneration, the interpreter nust
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becone regi stered under the provisions of the M ssissipp
Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deafblind
Regi stration Act and pay the appropriate fees.

SECTION 9. The registering authority shall establish fair

and equitable rules and a fee schedule, not to exceed One Hundred
Dol lars ($100.00) to cover the cost of administering this act.
The rul es and fee schedul e shall be published for the general
public.

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.

H B. No. 1174 *HR40/R1350*

05/ HR40/ R1350 ST: Interpreters for the Deaf, Hard-of-Hearing
PAGE 6 (OM BD) and Deaf blind Registration Act; establish



