M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005
By: Representatives Mwore, Turner, Aldridge, To: Education; Apportionnent

Beckett, Fillingane, Davis, ElIlington, and El ections
For mby, Rogers (61st)

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1110

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-5-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REQUI RE CANDI DATES FOR THE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO DECLARE

3 THE POLI TI CAL PARTY WTH WH CH THEY ARE AFFI LI ATED, TO PROVI DE

4 THAT THE CANDI DATE WHO RECEI VES A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST I N

5 THE DI STRICT SHALL BE ELECTED; TO PROVI DE FOR A RUN- OFF ELECTI ON
6 | F NO CANDI DATE RECEI VES A MAJORI TY OF VOTES; AND FOR RELATED

7  PURPCSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. Section 37-5-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

10 anended as foll ows:

11 37-5-9. (1) The name of any qualified elector who is a

12 candidate for the county board of education and the politi cal

13 party with which the candidate is affiliated shall be placed on
14 the ballot used in the general elections by the county el ection
15 comm ssioners, provided that the candidate files with the county
16 election comm ssioners, not nore than ninety (90) days and not

17 less than sixty (60) days prior to the date of such general

18 election, a petition of nom nation signed by not |ess than fifty
19 (50) qualified electors of the county residing within each

20 supervisors district. The petition of nom nation shall include
21 the nane of the political party with which the candidate is

22 affiliated. Wiere there are fewer than one hundred (100)

23 qualified electors in the supervisors district, it shall only be
24 required that the petition of nom nation be signed by at |east

25 twenty percent (20% of the qualified electors of such supervisors
26 district. The candidate in each supervisors district who receives
27 the majority of the votes cast in the district shall be el ected.
28 |If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast in the

29 general election, then the two (2) candi dates who receive the
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hi ghest nunber of votes cast in the district shall have their

nanes subnmtted as candidates in a run-off election tw weeks

after the date of the general election, and the candi date who

receives the majority of the votes cast in the district in the

run-off el ection shall be el ected.

(2) VWhen any nenber of the county board of education is to
be elected fromthe county at |arge under the provisions of this
chapter, then the petition required by the precedi ng paragraph
her eof shall be signed by the required nunber of qualified
el ectors residing in any part of the county outside of the
territory enbraced within a municipal separate school district or

speci al nmunici pal separate school district. The candi date who

receives the majority of the votes cast in the county shall be

elected. |If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast in

the general election, then the two (2) candi dates who receive the

hi ghest nunber of votes cast in the county shall have their nanes

submtted as candidates in a run-off election two weeks after the

date of the general election, and the candi date who receives the

majority of the votes cast in the county in the run-off el ection

shal | be el ected.

(3) In no case shall any qualified elector residing wthin a
muni ci pal separate school district or special nmunicipal separate
school district be eligible to sign a petition of nom nation for
any candi date for the county board of education under any of the
provi sions of this section.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect

and be in force from

and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of

1965, as anended and extended, or July 1,

whi chever is later.
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ST: County school boards;
elected by a majority vote.

menbers shal |

be

2005,



