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Representative Fillingane To: Public Wilities;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1088

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON SHALL
HAVE JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE AMOUNT CHARGED FOR TELEPHONE SERVI CE
FOR | NMATES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-53-111, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
I N CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The Public Service Conm ssion shall solely

regul ate the amount charged for tel ephone service for inmates
under the jurisdiction of the Departnent of Corrections.

SECTION 2. Section 25-53-111, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

25-53-111. The bureau shall have the foll owi ng additional
duties:

(a) To establish and coordinate through either state
ownership or comercial leasing, all telecomrunications systens
and services affecting the managenent and operations of the state.

(b) To act as the sole centralized custoner for the
acquisition, billing and record keeping of all telecomunications
systens or services provided to state agenci es whet her obtained
t hrough | ease or purchase.

(c) To charge respective user agencies for their
proportionate cost of the installation, nmaintenance and operation
of the tel ecomunications systens and services, including the

operation of the bureau; however, the amount charged for tel ephone

services for inmates, who are under the jurisdiction of the

Department of Corrections, shall be regulated solely by the Public

Servi ce Conmi ssi on

(d) To offer or provide transm ssion, switch and

network services on a reinbursable basis to agencies financed
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entirely by federal funds, to governing authorities and to other
gover nnment al agenci es.

(e) To approve or provide state tel ephone services on a
rei nbursable basis to full-tine students at state institutions of
hi gher | earning and junior coll eges, including where such services
are provided by the state or the institution.

(f) To develop coordinated tel ecommuni cati ons systens
or services within and anong all state agencies and require, where
appropriate, cooperative utilization of tel econmunications
equi pnent and services by aggregating users. Were such
cooperative utilization of tel ecomunications system or service
woul d af fect an agency authorized to receive information fromthe
National Crinme Information Center of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, such plans for cooperative utilization shall first
be approved by the National Crine Information Center before
i npl enentation of such tel econmuni cati ons systens or service can
pr oceed.

(g) To review, coordinate, approve or disapprove al
requests by state agencies for the procurenent, through purchase
or contract for |ease of tel econmmunications systens or services
i ncl udi ng tel econmuni cati on proposals, studies and consultation
contracts and intra-LATA and inter-LATA transm ssion channel s.

(h) To establish and define tel ecommuni cations systens
and services specifications and designs so as to assure
conpati bility of tel ecomunications systens and services within
state governnent and governing authorities.

(1) To provide a continuous, conprehensive analysis and
inventory of tel ecommunications costs, facilities and systens
W thin state governnent.

(j) To pronote, coordinate or assist in the design and
engi neering of energency tel ecommuni cations systens, including but
not limted to "911" service, energency nedical services and ot her

ener gency tel ecommuni cati ons services.
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(k) To advise and provide consultation to agencies and
governing authorities wth respect to tel ecommuni cati ons
managenent planning and related matters and to provide training to
users within state governnent in tel ecomunications technol ogy and
syst em use.

(I') To devel op policies, procedures and |ong-range
pl ans, consistent with the protection of citizens' rights to
privacy and access to information, for the acquisition and use of
t el ecommuni cati ons systens, and to base such policies on current
i nformati on about state tel ecommunications activities in relation
to the full range of energing technol ogies.

Any state agency requesting an increase in expenditure of
funds for new tel econmuni cati ons equi pnent systens or services
shall submt to the Legislative Budget Ofice wwth its budget
request preceding the fiscal year for which funding is requested
detailed justification for such request. The justification shal
be provided on forns devel oped by the bureau in accordance with
the Adm nistrative Procedure Act. |In addition, all state agencies
shall submt to the bureau, when requested, a |ong-range plan for
use of tel econmunications equi pnent, systens and services.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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