M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Represent ati ves Dedeaux, Bailey, Carke, To: Mlitary Affairs

Hudson, Moss, Robinson (63rd), Rogers (61st)
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1053

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 35-1-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THREE ADDI TI ONAL MEMBERS SHALL BE ADDED TO THE STATE
VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD;, TO PROVI DE FOR THE QUALI FI CATI ONS AND
TERMS OF THE ADDI TI ONAL MEMBERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-11-17,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT ALL LI CENSED SKI LLED
NURSI NG FACI LI TI ES SHALL BE | NSPECTED BY THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
AT LEAST ONE TI ME EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 35-1-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

35-1-1. (1) (a) There is hereby created a State Veterans
Affairs Board, to consist of seven (7) nenbers, to be appointed by
t he Governor, one (1) from each congressional district as they
exi sted on January 1, 1952, of the State of Mssissippi. One (1)
shal | be appointed for one (1) year, another for two (2) years,
anot her for three (3) years, another for four (4) years, another
for five (5) years, another for six (6) years, and another for
seven (7) years, thus staggered. At the end of such termfor each
of said seven (7) menbers, a successor shall be appointed for a
termof seven (7) years, thus providing for seven (7) nenbers, one
(1) of whom shall be appointed each year. |In the event of death,
resignation or renoval of a menber of the board, such person
appointed to fill the vacancy shall be a |egal resident of the
congressional district in which the vacancy shall occur, and shal
serve for the remainder of the termto which such nenber was
appoi nted. Menbers of the board shall be veterans of any war or
police action in which the Arned Forces of the United States have
been, are, or shall be conmtted for action, who have been

honor abl y di scharged or honorably rel eased.
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(b) Fromand after May 14, 1992, terns of all nenbers
then serving on the State Veterans Affairs Board shall term nate,
and the board shall be reconstituted as follows: The board shal
consi st of seven (7) nenbers. Al nenbers shall be appoi nted by
the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate. One (1)
menber shall be appointed from each congressional district as such
districts existed on March 1, 1992, and two (2) nenbers shall be
appointed fromthe state at large. O the initial congressional
district appointees to the board, one (1) shall serve for a term
of one (1) year, one (1) for atermof two (2) years, one (1) for
a termof three (3) years, one (1) for a termof four (4) years
and one (1) for a termof five (5 years. O the initial at-large
appoi ntees, one (1) (who shall be that person appointed in January
1992 fromthe First Congressional District under the provisions of
paragraph (a) of this subsection) shall serve for a termof three
(3) years and one (1) (who shall be that person appointed in
January 1992 fromthe Seventh Congressional District under the
provi si ons of paragraph (a) of this subsection) shall serve for a
termof five (5) years. All appointees after the initial
appoi ntees shall serve for terns of five (5) years each. 1In the
event of death, resignation or renoval of a nenber of the board,

t he vacancy shall be filled by appointnment of the Governor, with
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate, fromthe congressional
district in which the vacancy occurs, for the length of the
unexpired termonly. Menbers of the board shall be honorably

di scharged or rel eased veterans of any war or police action in
whi ch the Arned Forces of the United States have been, are, or
shall be commtted for action. No state/departnent commander of
any federally recogni zed veterans organi zati on, no nati onal

of ficer of any federally recognized veterans organi zati on and no
menber of the M ssissippi Council of Veterans Organi zations shal

be eligible for appointnment to the board until the expiration of a
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period of three (3) years after the termnation of their service
in such disqualifying positions.

(c) (i) Fromand after July 1, 2005, in addition to

the nenbers provided for in subsection (1)(b) of this section,

there shall be three (3) additional nenbers of the board. Each

menber provided for in this paragraph (c) shall have the foll ow ng

qualifications and terns of office:

1. One (1) nenber, appointed by the Governor

fromthe state at large with the advice and consent of the Senate,

shall be a financial nmanager with a |license or certification as a

certified public accountant, a certified managerial accountant or

a certified financial analyst with five (5) years of experience

directly related to finance or nmanagenent, or both. The initial

termof office for the financial manager shall be for three (3)

years and, thereafter, the termof office for the financial

manager shall be for five (5) years;

2. One (1) nenber, appointed by the Governor

fromthe state at large with the advice and consent of the Senate,

shall be a licensed nursing hone admnistrator with seven (7)

years of experience in the nmanagenent of nursing honmes. The

initial termof office for the |icensed nursing honme adm ni strator

shall be for two (2) years and, thereafter, the termof office for

the licensed nursing hone adm nistrator shall be for five (5)

years; and

3. One (1) nenber, appointed by the Governor

fromthe state at large with the advice and consent of the Senate,

shall be a registered nurse with ten (10) years of experience in

nursing. The initial termof office for the registered nurse

shall be for one (1) year and, thereafter, the termof office for

the regi stered nurse shall be for five (5) years.

(ii1) Al nmenbers provided for in this paragraph

(c) may hold over until their successors are duly qualified. No

menbers provided for in this paragraph (c) shall be required to be
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a veteran of any war or police action but shall have their

qualifications certified by the State Personnel Board before

confirmati on by the Senate. No state/departnent commander of any

federally recogni zed veterans' organi zation, no national officer

or any federally recogni zed veterans' organization and no nenber

of the M ssissippi Council of Veterans Organi zations shall be

eligible for appointnment to the board positions established by

this paragraph (c) until the expiration of a period of three (3)

years after the termination of their service in such disqualifying

posi tions.

(2) Menbers of the board shall annually el ect as chairman
one of their nunber and another nenber as vice chairman. Menbers
of the board shall hold regular nonthly neetings and such ot her
neetings as nay be called by the chairman or the vice chairman in
hi s absence.

SECTION 2. Section 43-11-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-11-17. The licensing agency shall nake or cause to be
made such inspections and investigations as it deens necessary.

However, all licensed skilled nursing facilities shall be

i nspected at | east one tine each cal endar year.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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