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Representatives Wells-Snmith, Fillingane To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 988
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-17-205, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THE BUREAU OF VI TAL STATI STI CS OF THE STATE DEPARTNMENT
OF HEALTH W TH THE ASSI STANCE OF THE ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE OF
COURTS TO MAI NTAIN A RECORD W TH | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE NUMBER
OF ADOPTIONS I N TH' S STATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-17-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-17-205. (1) The bureau shall nmaintain a centralized
adoption records file for all adoptions performed in this state

after July 1, 2005, which shall include the follow ng information:

(a) The nedical and social history of the birth
parents, including information regarding genetically inheritable
di seases or illnesses and any simlar information furnished by the
birth parents about the adoptee's grandparents, aunts, uncles,
brothers and sisters;

(b) A report of any nedical exam nation which either
birth parent had within one (1) year before the date of the
petition for adoption, if available;

(c) A report describing the adoptee's prenatal care and
medi cal condition at birth, if available; and

(d) The nedical and social history of the adoptee,

i ncluding information regardi ng genetically inheritable diseases
or illnesses, and any other relevant nedical, social and genetic
i nformation.

The Adm nistrative O fice of Courts shall assist the bureau

in the maintenance of its centralized adoption record by conpiling

t he nunber of finalized adoptions in each chancery court district
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on a nonthly basis, and submtting this information to the bureau.

The bureau shall include these statistics in its centralized

adoption record. The information in this report shall include the

nunber of adoptions in this state where the adopting parent is a

bl ood rel ative of the adoptee and the nunber of adoptions in this

state where the adopting parent is not a blood relative of the

adoptee. The report shall not include any individual identifying

information. This information shall be updated annually and nade

available to the public upon request for a reasonable fee.

(2) Any birth parent may file with the bureau at any tine
any rel evant suppl enental nonidentifying information about the
adoptee or the adoptee's birth parents, and the bureau shal
maintain this information in the centralized adoption records
file.

(3) The bureau shall also maintain as part of the
centralized adoption records file the foll ow ng:

(a) The nane, date of birth, social security nunber
(both original and revised, where applicable) and birth
certificate (both original and revised) of the adoptee;

(b) The names, current addresses and social security
nunbers of the adoptee's birth parents, guardian and | egal
cust odi an;

(c) Any other avail able information about the birth
parent's identity and | ocati on.

(4) Any birth parent may file with the bureau at any tinme an
affidavit authorizing the bureau to provide the adoptee with his
or her original birth certificate and with any other avail able
i nformati on about the birth parent's identity and | ocation, or an
affidavit expressly prohibiting the bureau from providing the
adoptee with any information about such birth parent's identity
and | ocation, and prohibiting any |icensed adopti on agency from
conducting a search for such birth parent under the terns of

Sections 93-17-201 through 93-17-223. An affidavit filed under
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this section may be revoked at any tine by witten notification to
the bureau fromthe birth parent.

(5) Counsel for the adoptive parents in the adoption
finalization proceeding shall provide the bureau with the
information required in subsections (1) and (3) of this section,
and he shall also make such information a part of the adoption
records of the court in which the final decree of adoption is
rendered. This information shall be provided on forns prepared by
t he bureau.

(6) (a) |If an agency receives a report froma physician
stating that a birth parent or another child of the birth parent
has acquired or may have a genetically transferabl e di sease or
illness, the agency shall notify the bureau and the appropriate
| i censed adopti on agency, and the latter agency shall notify the
adoptee of the existence of the disease or illness, if he or she
is twenty-one (21) years of age or over, or notify the adoptee's
guar di an, custodi an or adoptive parent if the adoptee is under age
twenty-one (21).

(b) If an agency receives a report froma physician
that an adoptee has acquired or nay have a genetically
transferabl e disease or illness, the agency shall notify the
bureau and the appropriate |icensed agency, and the | atter agency
shall notify the adoptee's birth parent of the existence of the
di sease or illness.

(7) Conpliance with the provisions of this section may be
wai ved by the court, in its discretion, in any chancery court
proceedi ng in which one or nore of the petitioners for adoption is
the natural nother or father of the adoptee.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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