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By: Representative Cuice To: Public Health and Human
Services; Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 972

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT A COVWUNI TY PHARMACY, AND THE LI CENSED
2 PHARMACI STS AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS WHO WORK | N THE PHARMACY, SHALL

3 BE IMMUNE FROM LI ABILITY FOR ANY Cl VIL ACTI ON ARI SI NG QUT OF

4  PROVI DI NG CHARI TABLE OR GRATUI TOUS PHARVACEUTI CAL PRODUCTS; AND

5 FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. (1) Any community pharmacy, any |icensed

8 pharnmaci st who voluntarily provides charitable nedical services in
9 a comunity pharnacy, any pharmaceutical provider, and any ot her
10 person who serves as a volunteer in a community pharmacy, shall be
11 inmune fromliability for any civil action arising out of any act
12 or omission in preparing, bottling, or supplying pharmaceuti cal

13 products in the course of providing charitable or gratuitous

14 pharmaceutical products. This section shall not extend i munity
15 to acts of gross negligence or willful or wanton m sconduct.

16 (2) Any community pharmacy seeking i munity under this

17 section shall post a notice, in a conspicuous place adjacent to

18 the area where prescriptions are picked up by consuners, reading
19 substantially as follows: "NOTICE: |If you are harmed by

20 nedication that you receive here, you do not have the sane | egal
21 recourse as you have agai nst other pharnmacies.” Failure to post
22 the notice negates the immnity fromliability provided under this
23 section. The notice shall be no less than eleven (11) by fourteen
24 (14) inches in size, and the type used shall be no snaller than

25 thirty-six (36) point and surrounded by a one-inch solid black

26  border.

27 (3) For purposes of this section, the following terns shal
28 have the neanings ascribed in this subsection:
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(a) "Comrunity pharmacy" nmeans a nonprofit organi zation
qualified or eligible for qualification as a tax-exenpt
organi zati on under 26 USCS 501, which operates a pharmacy solely
for charitabl e purposes and whose principal function is to supply
gratui tous pharmaceutical products.

(b) "Pharnmaceutical provider" neans a pharnacy, person
corporation, facility, or institution which supplies
phar maceuti cal products that are prepared or bottled by
phar maci sts, and that nmay be handl ed by an enpl oyee, vol unteer or
agent of the provider acting in the scope and course of his
service or enploynent.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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