M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representatives Gunn, Stapl es, To: Apportionnent and
Martinson, Stevens El ections
HOUSE BI LL NO. 917
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-281, 23-15-283 AND 19-3-1,
2 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE | DENTI FI ABLE BOUNDARI ES FOR
3 SUPERVI SORS DI STRICTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-281, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
6 anended as follows:
7 23-15-281. Each county shall be divided into supervisors
8 districts, which shall be the sane as those for the election of
9 nmenbers of the board of supervisors, and may be subdi vi ded
10 thereafter into voting precincts; and there shall be only one (1)
11 voting place in each voting precinct. The boundaries of such
12 supervisors districts and voting precincts shall be identifiable
13 and visible natural * * * boundaries such as streets, highways,
14 railroads, rivers, |akes, bayous or other obvious |ines of
15 demarcation except county lines and nunicipal corporate limts.
16 The board of supervisors, no later than April 1, 2006, shal
17 notify the office of the Secretary of State of the boundary of
18 each supervisors district and voting precinct as then fixed and
19 shall provide said office a |l egal description and a map of each
20 supervisors district and voting precinct and shall indicate the
21 voting place in each such district.
22 SECTION 2. Section 23-15-283, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
23 anended as fol | ows:
24 23-15-283. The board of supervisors shall have power to
25 alter the boundaries of the supervisors districts, voting
26 precincts and the voting place therein; and if they order a change
27 in the boundaries, they shall notify the conm ssioners of
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el ection, who shall at once cause the registration books of voting
precincts affected thereby to be so changed as to conformto the
change of districts, and to contain only the nanmes of the
qualified electors in the voting precincts as nade by the change
of boundaries. Upon the order of change in the boundaries of any
voting precinct or the voting place therein, the board of

supervi sors shall notify the office of the Secretary of State and
provide said office a | egal description and a map of any boundary
change. No change shall be inplenented or enforced until the
requi renents of this section have been net. Provided, however,
that, with the exception of county |ines and nmunicipal corporate

l[imts, such altered boundaries shall conformto identifiable and

visible natural * * * boundaries such as streets, highways,
railroads, rivers, |akes, bayous or other obvious |ines of
demar cati on

SECTION 3. Section 19-3-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-3-1. Each county shall be divided into five (5)
districts, with due regard to equality of population and
conveni ence of situation for the election of nenbers of the boards
of supervisors, but the districts as now existing shall continue
until changed. The qualified electors of each district shal
el ect, at the next general election, and every four (4) years
thereafter, in their districts one (1) nenber of the board of
supervisors. The board, by a three-fifths ( 3/5) vote of al
nmenbers el ected, may at any tine, change or alter the districts,
t he boundaries to be entered at large in the mnutes of the
proceedi ngs of the board. Provided, however, that such changed

boundaries shall * * * conformas to identifiable and visi bl e,

natural * * * boundaries, such as streets, highways, railroads,
rivers, |akes, bayous or other obvious |lines of demarcation,

except county |ines and nunicipal corporate limts.
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In the event the boundaries of the districts are changed or
altered by order of the board of supervisors as herei nabove
provi ded, the order so doing shall be published in a newspaper
havi ng general circulation in the county once each week for three
(3) consecutive weeks.

SECTION 4. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, immedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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