M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Brown To: Public Health and Human
Servi ces

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 890

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-67-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON WHO HAS PRACTI CED MASSAGE THERAPY FOR
3 MORE THAN TWENTY- FI VE YEARS BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT,
4 \VWHO IS EMPLOYED AS A MASSAGE THERAPI ST BY A NONPROFI T YMCA OR YWCA
5 ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S ACT, | S EXEMPT FROM HAVI NG TO TAKE
6 AN EXAM NATI ON FOR REQ STRATI ON UNDER THE PROFESSI ONAL MASSAGE
7 THERAPY ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT PERSONS EXEMPT UNDER THI S ACT NAY
8 APPLY FOR A MASSACGE THERAPY CERTI FI CATE OF REG STRATI ON UNTI L
9 JANUARY 1, 2006, BUT MAY NOT PRACTI CE MASSAGE THERAPY AFTER THAT
10 DATE UNLESS A VALI D CERTI FI CATE OF REGQ STRATI ON | S OBTAI NED; AND
11 FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
13 SECTION 1. Section 73-67-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
14 amended as foll ows:
15 73-67-21. (1) It shall be the responsibility of a nmassage
16 therapy establishment to verify the current registration of any
17 and all persons practicing nmassage therapy at the |ocation of or
18 on behalf of the establishnment. Failure to conply is subject to
19 penalty assessed by the board of not |ess than Five Hundred
20 Dollars ($500.00) and not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars
21 ($1, 000.00) per offense.
22 (2) No person may adverti se nassage or practice nmassage for
23 conpensation in this state unless he is registered as a nassage
24 therapist by the board. No person may use the title of or
25 represent hinself to be a nassage therapist or use any other
26 title, abbreviations, letters, figures, signs or devices that
27 indicate that the person is a nassage therapist unless he is
28 registered to practice massage therapy under the provisions of
29 this chapter. Massage establishnents with six (6) or nore
30 registered nassage therapists shall be exenpt fromthe adverti sing
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provi sions found in Section 73-67-29 provided that the therapy or

service is perfornmed by person(s)

(3) The following are requirenents for

(a)

regi stered under this chapter.

registration

An applicant nust be eighteen (18) years of age,

ol der, on the date the application is submtted.

(b)

An application nust provide proof of high school

graduat e equi val ency.

(c)

An applicant nust be of |egal status not only to

receive a certificate of registration, but also to work in the

State of Mssissippi with that certificate of registration

(d)

An applicant nmust supply proof of current

or

certification in cardiopul nonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid

of at least eight (8) hours of training,

i ncl udi ng practi cal

testing, and supply docunentation of famliarity wth the

Americans Wth Disabilities Act.

(e)

Al required fees for registration nust be

submtted by the applicant.

()

character and conpetency, as provided for

Any and all

accepted codes of ethics, shall be net.

(9)

requi renents regardi ng good nora

in this chapter and in

An applicant nust have conpl eted an approved

conti nui ng education course on comuni cabl e di seases, including

H V/ AIDS i nformati on and prevention.

(h)

The applicant's official

and certified

transcript(s) fromthe applicant's nassage therapy school. The

transcript nust verify that the applicant has conpleted a

boar d- approved trai ning programof no |l ess than the m ni num

requi renent for supervised in-class nmassage therapy instruction

and student clinic,

Wi th a mninum grade requirenment of "C' or

better in every course of instruction, as stated for school

requi renents;

or

if the applicant is submtting criteria froman

apprenticeship program all required docunentation,

ot her board-stipul ated requirenents nust be net.
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(4) The followi ng pre-act practitioners are exenpt from
having to take any exam nation for registration, but nmust fulfil
all other requirenents as stated in this chapter, except for the
requi renents in subsection (2)(h) of this section:

(a) Those having nore than three hundred (300)
docunent ed, board-accepted in-class hours of nassage therapy
educati on before January 1, 2001.

(b) Those having nore than five (5) years of
pr of essi onal nassage therapy experience and a m ni mum of one
hundred fifty (150) hours of approved massage therapy education.

(c) Those having no formal training, but who have
successfully passed the National Certification Exam nation for
Ther apeuti c Massage and Bodywor k.

(d) Al grandfathering exenption allowances as stated
in this subsection (4) shall end on July 1, 2002, for nonstudents,
and on June 1, 2003, for students who were enrolled in a part-tine
massage school curriculumon July 1, 2001. |Individuals may apply
for a certificate of registration until the grandfathering
exenption ends, but may not practice nmassage beyond the all owed
grace period as provided for in Section 73-67-37 unless a valid
massage therapy certificate of registration or provisional permt

is obtained. Except as provided in subsection (5) of this

section, all other pre-act practitioners and anyone not practicing
massage therapy before January 1, 2001, nust take and pass the
regi stration examnation and follow the requirenents in this
chapter to practice nassage therapy for conpensation in
M ssi ssi ppi .

(e) Students enrolled in a nassage therapy curricul um
of at least five hundred (500) hours on July 1, 2001, who conplete
graduation fromthe sanme curricul um

(5) Any person who has practiced nassage therapy for a

period of nore than twenty-five (25) years before the effective

date of House Bill No. 890, 2005 Regul ar Session, who is enpl oyed
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as a nmassage therapist by a YMCA or YWCA aut hori zed and exi sting

as a nonprofit corporation under the laws of this state on the

effective date of House Bill No. 890, 2005 Regul ar Session, is

exenpt from having to take any exam nation for registration, but

must fulfill all other requirenents as stated in this chapter,

except for the requirenents in subsection (3)(b), (d), (g) and (h)

of this section. Persons exenpt under this subsection may apply

for a massage therapy certificate of registration until January 1,

2006, but may not practice nmassage therapy after January 1, 2006,

unless a valid certificate of registration is obtained.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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