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Representative Pierce To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 824

AN ACT TO CREATE A COW SSI ON TO STUDY AND REPORT ON ENHANCED
EDUCATI ONAL PRACTI CES AND PROGRAMS TO | MPROVE STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT
AND EFFECTI VE LEARNI NG ENVI RONVENTS | N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF
M SSI SSI PPl ;  AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is created a conm ssion to study and

report on enhanced educational practices and prograns to inprove
student achi evenent and effective |earning environnents in the
public schools of Mssissippi. The conm ssion's study and report
shall include, but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Restructuring the high school curriculumwth
enphasi s on enhanced curriculum graduation requirenments and
pronoti on of dual enrollnment and dual credit for coll ege bound
students;

(b) Inproving literacy in kindergarten through G ade 8
t hrough the foll ow ng:

(i) Providing children in kindergarten through
Grade 3 with skills needed to read proficiently and on grade |eve
by the end of the G ade 3;

(ii) Enhancing literacy in all subject nmatters
such as math, nusic, art and physical education; and

(iii1) Requiring uninterrupted ninety (90) m nute
daily blocks for reading and literacy in kindergarten through
G ade 4;

(iv) Incorporating character education in al
ki ndergarten t hrough Grade 8 school s;

(v) Providing after school tutoring programs with

qualified tutors; and
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(vi) Placing an enphasis on good attendance habits
as a neans of drop out prevention;

(c) Establishing nmentoring prograns for new teachers;

(d) Inproving professional devel opnent, especially in
Level 1 and Level 2 schools to inprove those areas of weakness and
fostering partnershi ps between schools, community coll eges and
universities for the delivery of professional devel opnent;

(e) Devel oping a professional devel opnment video for
distribution to all school districts; and

(f) Hone rule and adm nistrative efficiencies.

The comm ssion shall nmake a report of its findings and
reconmmendations to the Legislature by Novenber 1, 2005, including
any recommended | egi sl ati on.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the follow ng
fifteen (15) nenbers:

(a) The State Superintendent of Public Education, or
hi s desi gnhee;

(b) A representative fromthe Institutions of Hi gher
Learning, to be appointed by the Comm ssioner;

(c) A representative fromthe State Board for Conmunity
and Juni or Coll eges, to be appointed by the Chairman of the Board;

(d) Two (2) superintendents, one (1) to be appointed by
t he Li eutenant Governor and one (1) to be appointed by the Speaker
of the House;

(e) Two (2) elenentary school principals, one (1) to be
appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1) to be appointed
by the Speaker of the House;

(f) Two (2) high school principals, one (1) to be
appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1) to be appointed
by the Speaker of the House;

(g0 Two (2) teachers, one (1) to be appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor and one (1) to be appointed by the Speaker of

t he House;

H B. No. 824 *HR40/R989*
05/ HRA0/ R989
PAGE 2 (CTE\BD)



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

(h) Two (2) school business admnistrators, one (1) to
be appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1) to be
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(i) Two (2) school curriculum advi sors/adm nistrators,
one (1) to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1) to
be appoi nted by the Speaker of the House.

The Chairman of the House Education Conmmttee and the
Chai rman of the Senate Education Conmttee shall serve as
ex-officio nmenbers of the conmm ssion.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act. The comm ssion shall hold its
first neeting before August 1, 2005. At the first neeting, the
menbers of the comm ssion shall elect a chairperson for the
comm ssi on.

(4) Menbers of the conm ssion nay not be conpensated for the
performance of their duties. Any incidental costs associated with
conducting the study shall be paid by the State Departnent of
Educat i on.

(5) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
request of the chairperson of the comm ssion, provide to the
comm ssion such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the
comm ssion to properly carry out its duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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