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Representative Pierce To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 823

AN ACT TO CREATE A COW SSI ON TO STUDY THE EFFECTI VENESS AND
EFFI CI ENCY OF THE M SSI SSI PPl ADEQUATE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM | N
PROVI DI NG ADEQUACY AND EQUI TY I N PUBLI C SCHOOL FUNDI NG AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created a conm ssion to study the

ef fectiveness and efficiency of the M ssissippi Adequate Education
Program (MAEP) in providing adequacy and equity in public school
funding. The commi ssion shall, at a m ninum study and report on
the following factors related to MAEP:

(a) Efficiency;

(b) Selection of school districts for funding
cal cul ati ons;

(c) Hgh growh districts;

(d) State and | ocal contributions; and

(e) Add on prograns.
The State Board of Education shall contract with a consulting firm
that has expertise in public school funding formulas to assist the
comm ssion with the study. The conm ssion shall nake a report of
its findings and recomendations to the Legislature by Novenber 1,
2005, including any recommended | egi sl ation.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the follow ng ten

(10) nenbers:

(a) The Chairman of the House and Senate Educati on
Commi t t ees;

(b) The Chairman of the House and Senate Appropriation

Commi tt ees;
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(c) Three (3) representatives to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House; and

(d) Three (3) senators to be appointed by the
Li eut enant CGovernor.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act. The comm ssion shall hold its
first neeting before August 1, 2005. The Chairman of the House
Education Comm ttee and the Chairman of the Senate Education
Comm ttee shall serve as cochairnen of the comm ssion

(4) Menbers of the conm ssion nay not be conpensated for the
performance of their duties. Any incidental costs associated with
conducting the study shall be paid by the State Departnent of
Educat i on.

(5) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
request of the chairperson of the task force, provide to the
comm ssion such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the
comm ssion to properly carry out its duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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