M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Holl and To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 813
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT
2 OF HUVAN SERVICES | N THE OPERATION OF THE CH LD CARE AND

3 DEVELOPMENT FUND/ TEMPORARY ASSI STANCE TO NEEDY FAM LI ES PROGRAM
4 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. (1) The Departnent of Human Services is

7 Mssissippi’s |lead agency in the federal Child Care and

8 Devel opnent Fund (CCDF) program CCDF is conprised of the

9 following funding streans: discretionary, nandatory, federa

10 matching, and state matching. |In addition, as allowed by federal
11 regulation, Mssissippi currently transfers twenty percent (20%
12 of the Tenporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) grant into
13 CCDF. The CCDF/ TANF program hel ps eligi ble working parents pay
14 for early care and education services for their children.

15 (2) In the operation of the CCDF/ TANF program the

16 Departnent of Human Services shall conply with the follow ng

17 requirenents:

18 (a) The departnment shall maintain records and post

19 quarterly on a publicly accessible web site for each county the
20 information required for all federal and state reports related to
21 CCDF (42 USCS, Chapter 105, Subchapter [1-B).
22 (b) The departnent shall establish performance |eve
23 standards including the follow ng requirenents i n CCDF/ TANF
24 certificate subcontracts: neasurable outcone-based contract
25 neasures, clear statenents of expectations, evaluation criteria,
26 docunentation, and the explicit descriptions of reporting
27 requirenents. The State Departnent of Audit shall annually audit
28 the expenditures by the departnent and subcontractors (currently
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known as "Desi gnated Agents"). In addition, the State Departnent

of Audit shall periodically, but not |ess than once every three

(3) years, conduct perfornance audits for the purposes of

assessing programinpact. The State Departnment of Audit shal

provi de copies of each of the audits to the Chairnmen of the House

Public Health and Human Services Conmttee and the Senate Public

Health and Welfare Committ ee.

(c) The departnent shall provide to the custodi al

parents all information and a pl ai n-1 anguage expl anation of al

programcriteria to qualify for a CCOF/ TANF certificate to obtain

early care and education for a child frombirth to twelve (12)

years of age.

(d) The departnent shall require child care providers

participating in the CCDF/ TANF certificate programto provide

devel opnental |y appropriate early chil dhood educati onal

activities, including reading and witing where age appropri ate.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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