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HOUSE BI LL NO. 805

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-39-19, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI CI NE TO | NSPECT THE
PREM SES AND EQUI PMENT OF VETERI NARI ANS AND SANCTI ON THEM FOR
FAI LURE TO KEEP THE PREM SES AND EQUI PMENT I N A CLEAN AND SANI TARY
CONDI TI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-39-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-39-19. (1) After a hearing held as set out in this
chapter, the board, on concurrence of three (3) nenbers, shal
have the right and power to revoke or suspend the license of a
veterinarian, or the certificate of an animal technician and may
pl ace said veterinarian or technician on probation conditioned on
future good conduct and conpliance with this chapter, and may
i npose an adm nistrative fine not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars
(%1, 000.00) for each such separate offense, for any of the
foll ow ng reasons:

(a) Insanity or nental inconpetence or an adjudication
of insanity or nental inconpetence by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction.

(b) Chronic inebriety or habitual use of drugs, or any
adj udi cation by a court of conpetent jurisdiction that such
veterinarian is an al coholic or habitual user of drugs. Decrees
of divorce shall not be construed as an adjudication that a
veterinarian is an al coholic or habitual user of drugs.

(c) A final conviction of a felony or of an offense

i nvolving noral turpitude by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.
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(d) Fraud or dishonesty in the application or reporting
of any test for disease in animals, including intentional
m srepresentation on any fornms filed with any governnental agency.

(e) Failure to report or making a fal se report of any
contagi ous or infectious disease required by state or federal |aw
to be reported.

(f) Dishonesty, intentional m srepresentation or gross
negligence in the inspection of foodstuffs or the issuance of
heal th or inspection certificates.

(g) The refusal of licensing authority of another state
to issue or renew a license, permt or certificate to practice
veterinary nedicine in that state or the revocation, suspension or
other restriction inposed on a license, permt or certificate
i ssued by such licensing authority which prevents or restricts
practice in that state; further, any probationary status inposed
by anot her state which had the offense occurred in this state
woul d have been a violation of this chapter.

(h) The enploynent of fraud, m srepresentation or
deception in obtaining a |icense.

(1) The use of advertising or solicitation which is
fal se or msleading or is deened unprofessional under rules or
regul ati ons adopted by the board.

(j) I'nconpetence, gross negligence, cruelty or gross
mal practice in the practice of veterinary nedicine.

(k) Enploying any person practicing veterinary medicine
unlawful ly with the know edge of such illegal practice by said
enpl oyee.

(') Failure to keep veterinary prem ses and equi pnent

in a clean and sanitary condition. The board shall inspect such

prem ses and equi pnent at | east annually and shall pronul gate

rul es and standards by which the conditions of the prem ses and

equi pnent nmay be evaluated. Further, the board shall establish
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sanctions for failure to keep the prem ses and equi pnent in

accordance with its rul es and standards.

(m Cruelty to animals in the practice of veterinary
medi ci ne.

(n) Unprofessional or unethical conduct as defined in
regul ati ons adopted by the board.

(o) Adm nistering, dispensing or prescribing any
narcoti c drug havi ng addiction-form ng, addiction-sustaining or
habituating liability otherwise than in the course of legitimte
pr of essi onal practice.

(p) Conviction of violation of any federal or state | aw
regul ati ng the possession, distribution or use of any narcotic
drug or any drug considered a controlled substance under state or
federal |aw

(gq) Obtaining or procuring, or attenpting to obtain or
procure by m srepresentation, fraud, deception or subterfuge, any
narcotic or drug classified as a controll ed substance.

(r) Mking or causing to be nmade any fal se clains
concerning the licensee's professional excellence.

(s) Being guilty of any dishonorable or unethi cal
conduct likely to deceive, defraud or harmthe public.

(t) Refusing to permt the board or any | egal
representative of the board to inspect the business prem ses of
the licensee during regul ar business hours.

(u) Failure to conplete requirenment of continuing
educati on.

(2) A certified copy of any judgnent of conviction or
finding of guilt by a court of conpetent jurisdiction or by a
governnental board or agency authorized to issue |licenses or
permts, including the United States Departnent of Agriculture,
Ani mal and Pl ant Health Inspection Service, the M ssissippi Board
of Animal Health and the M ssissippi State Board of Health, of a

veterinarian or animal technician of any of the matters listed in
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93 paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or (g) of subsection (1)

94 shall be adm ssible in evidence in any hearing held by the board
95 to discipline such veterinarian and shall constitute prima facie
96 evidence of the comm ssion of any such act.

97 (3) In addition to the reasons specified in subsection (1)
98 of this section, the board shall be authorized to suspend the

99 license or certificate of any licensee or certificate holder for
100 being out of conpliance with an order for support, as defined in
101 Section 93-11-153. The procedure for suspension of a |license or
102 certificate for being out of conpliance with an order for support,
103 and the procedure for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a |icense
104 or certificate suspended for that purpose, and the paynent of any
105 fees for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a |icense or

106 certificate suspended for that purpose, shall be governed by

107 Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be. |If there is
108 any conflict between any provision of Section 93-11-157 or

109 93-11-163 and any provision of this chapter, the provisions of

110 Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be, shall control.
111 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
112 and after July 1, 2005.

H B. No. 805 *HRO3/R1070*
05/ HRO3/ R1070 ST: Board of Veterinary Medicine; require to
PAGE 4 (MB\LH) i nspect veterinary facilities (PEER).



