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Representative Pierce To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 760

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-135-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY THAT APPO NTMENTS TO THE SOUTHERN REG ONAL EDUCATI ON
BOARD (SREB) SHALL BE I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE MOST RECENT BYLAWS OF
THE BOARD, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-135-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-135-1. The follow ng conpact of the southern states for
t he purpose of operating regional educational institutions in the
sout hern states be, and the sane is, hereby ratified and approved:

WHEREAS, the states who are parties hereto have during the
past several years conducted careful investigation |ooking toward
t he establishment and mai nt enance of jointly owned and operated
regi onal educational institutions in the southern states in the
prof essional, technological, scientific, literary and ot her
fields, so as to provide greater educational advantages and
facilities for the citizens of the several states who reside
Wi t hin such region, and

VWHEREAS, Meharry Medical Coll ege of Nashville, Tennessee, has
proposed that its |ands, buildings, equipnment, and the net incone
fromits endowrent be turned over to the southern states, or to an
agency acting in their behalf, to be operated as a regional
institution for nedical, dental and nursing education upon terns
and conditions to be hereafter agreed upon between the southern
states and Meharry Medical Coll ege, which proposal, because of the
present financial condition of the institution, has been approved

by the said states who are parties, hereto, and
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VWHEREAS, the said states desire to enter into a conpact with
each other providing for the planning and establishnment of
regi onal educational facilities;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual agreenents,
covenants and obligations assuned by the respective states who are
parties hereto (hereinafter referred to as "states"), the said
several states do hereby form a geographical district or region
consisting of the areas lying within the boundaries of the
contracting states which, for the purposes of this conpact, shal
constitute an area for regional education supported by public
funds derived fromtaxation by the constituent states for the
establ i shnent, acquisition, operation and mai nt enance of regional
educational schools and institutions for the benefit of citizens
of the respective states residing within the region so established
as may be determned fromtine to tinme in accordance with the
terms and provisions of this conpact.

(a) The states do further hereby establish and create a
j oi nt agency which shall be known as the Board of Control for
Sout hern Regi onal Education (hereinafter referred to as the
"board"), the nenbers of which board shall consist of the governor

of each state, ex officio, and, at a mninmum tw (2) additional

citizens of each state to be appointed by the governor thereof, at
| east one (1) of whom shall be selected fromthe field of
education. The governor shall continue as a nenber of the board
during his tenure of office as governor of the state but the
nmenbers of the board appointed by the governor shall hold office
for a period of five (5) years, except that in the original

appoi ntnment one (1) board nenber so appointed by the governor
shall be designated at the time of his appointnent to serve an
initial termof three (3) years, but thereafter his successor
shall serve the full termof five (5) years. Vacancies on the
board caused by death, resignation, refusal or inability to serve,

shall be filled by appoi ntnment by the governor for the unexpired
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portion of the term The officers of the board shall be a
chairman, a vice chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such
additional officers as may be created by the board fromtine to
tinme. The board shall neet annually and officers shall be elected
to hold office until the next annual neeting. The board shal

have the right to fornulate and establish byl aws not inconsistent
with the provisions of this conpact to govern its own actions in
the performance of the duties delegated to it including the right
to create and appoint an executive commttee and a finance
committee with such powers and authority as the board may del egate

to themfromtinme to tine. Any changes to the conposition and

nmenbership of the original board herein created shall be in

conpliance with the bylaws fornul ated and established by the

current existing board.

(b) It shall be the duty of the board to submt plans
and recomendations to the states fromtine to time for their
approval and adoption by appropriate |egislative action for the
devel opnent, establishnent, acquisition, operation and nai ntenance
of educational schools and institutions within the geographical
limts of the regional area of the states, of such character and
type and for such educational purposes, professional,
technological, scientific, literary or otherwi se, as they may deem
and determ ne to be proper, necessary or advisable. Title to al
such educational institutions when so established by appropriate
| egi sl ative actions of the states and to all properties and
facilities used in connection therewith shall be vested in said
board as the agency of and for the use and benefit of the said
states and the citizens thereof, and all such educati onal
institutions shall be operated, maintained and financed in the
manner herein set out, subject to any provisions or limtations
whi ch may be contained in the legislative acts of the states
aut horizing the creation, establishnment and operation of such

educational institutions.

H B. No. 760 *HRO3/R992*
05/ HRO3/ R992
PAGE 3 (CTE\LH)



94

95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

(c) In addition to the power and authority heretofore
granted, the board shall have the power to enter into such
agreenents or arrangenents with any of the states and with
educational institutions or agencies, as may be required in the
judgnent of the board, to provide adequate services and facilities
for the graduate, professional and technical education for the
benefit of the citizens of the respective states residing within
t he region.

(d) The board shall have such additional and general
power and authority as may be vested in it by the states fromtine
to time by legislative enactnents of the said states.

(e) Any two (2) or nore states who are parties of this
conpact shall have the right to enter into supplenental agreenents
providing for the establishnent, financing and operation of
regi onal educational institutions for the benefit of citizens
residing wthin an area which constitutes a portion of the general
region herein created, such institutions to be financed
exclusively by such states and to be controlled exclusively by the
nmenbers of the board representing such states, provided such
agreenent is submtted to and approved by the board prior to the
establ i shment of such institutions.

Each state agrees that, when authorized by the |egislature,
it wll fromtinme to tinme nmake avail able and pay over to said
board such funds as may be required for the establishnent,
acqui sition, operation and mai nt enance of such regi onal
educational institutions as may be authorized by the states under
the ternms of this conpact, the contribution of each state at al
times to be in the proportion that its popul ation bears to the
total conbined popul ation of the states who are parties hereto as
shown fromtinme to tine by the nost recent official published
report of the Bureau of Census of the United States of Anerica or

upon such other basis as nmay be agreed upon.
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(f) This conmpact shall not take effect or be binding
upon any state unless and until it shall be approved by proper
| egi sl ative action of as many as six (6) or nore of the states
whose governors have subscribed hereto within a period of eighteen
(18) nonths fromthe date hereof. Wen and if six (6) or nore
states shall have given legislative approval to this conpact
W thin said eighteen-nonth period, it shall be and becone bindi ng
upon such six (6) or nore states sixty (60) days after the date of
| egi sl ative approval by the sixth state and the governors of such
six (6) or nore states shall forthwth nane the nenbers of the
board fromtheir states as herei nabove set out, and the board
shall then nmeet on call of the governor of any state approving
this conpact, at which time the board shall elect officers, adopt
byl aws, appoint commttees and otherwise fully organize. Qher
states whose nanes are subscribed hereto shall thereafter becone
parties hereto upon approval of this conpact by |egislative action
within tw (2) years fromthe date hereof, upon such conditions as
may be agreed upon at the tine.

(g) After becomng effective this conpact shal
thereafter continue without Iimtation of tine, provided, however,
that it my be termnated at any tinme by unani nous action of the
states and provided, further, that any state may withdraw from
this conmpact if such withdrawal is approved by its |egislature,
such withdrawal to becone effective two (2) years after witten
notice thereof to the board acconpanied by a certified copy of the
requisite legislative action, but such w thdrawal shall not
relieve the withdraw ng state fromits obligations hereunder
accruing up to the effective date of such wthdrawal. Any state
so withdrawi ng shall ipso facto cease to have any claimto or
ownership of any of the property held or vested in the board or to
any of the funds of the board held under the terns of this

conpact .
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If any state shall at any tinme becone in default in the
performance of any of its obligations assuned herein or with
respect to any obligation inposed upon said state as authorized by
and in conpliance with the ternms and provisions of this conpact,
all rights, privileges and benefits of such defaulting state, its
menbers on the board and its citizens shall ipso facto be and
becone suspended fromand after the date of such default. Unless
such default shall be renedi ed and made good within a period of
one (1) year imediately follow ng the date of such default this
conpact may be termnated with respect to such defaulting state by
an affirmative vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the nenbers of the
board (exclusive of the menbers representing the state in
default), fromand after which tinme such state shall cease to be a
party to this conpact and shall have no further claimto or
ownership of any of the property held by or vested in the board or
to any of the funds of the board held under the terns of this
conpact, but such term nation shall in no manner rel ease such
defaulting state fromany accrued obligation or otherw se affect
this conpact or the rights, duties, privileges or obligations of
the remai ning states thereunder.

(h) In witness whereof this conpact has been approved
and signed by the governors of the several states, subject to the

approval of their respective |legislatures in the manner

her ei nabove set out, as of the day of , 1948.
State of Florida, State of Tennessee,
By By
Gover nor Gover nor
State of Maryl and, Commonweal th of Virginia,
By By
Gover nor Gover nor
State of Georgia, State of Arkansas,
By By
Gover nor Gover nor
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191 State of Loui si ana, State of North Carolina,

192 By By

193 Gover nor Gover nor

194 State of Al abanms, State of South Carolina
195 By By

196 Gover nor Gover nor

197 State of M ssi ssi ppi, State of Texas,

198 By By

199 Gover nor Gover nor

200 Commonweal t h of Kent ucky, State of Okl ahoms,

201 By By

202 Gover nor Gover nor

203 State of West Virginia,

204 By

205 Gover nor

206 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

207 and after July 1, 2005.
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