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Repr esent ati ve Robi nson (84t h) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 703

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-9-73, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE PENALTI ES FOR FLEEI NG OR ELUDI NG A LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFI CER I N A MOTOR VEHI CLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-9-73, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-9-73. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to
obstruct or resist by force, or violence, or threats, or in any
ot her manner, his lawful arrest or the |lawful arrest of another
person by any state, |local or federal |aw enforcenent officer, and
any person or persons so doing shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00), or by inprisonnment in
the county jail not nore than six (6) nonths, or both.

(2) The driver of a notor vehicle who is given a visible or

audi bl e signal by a | aw enforcenent officer by hand, voice,

energency light or siren directing the driver to bring his notor

vehicle to a stop when such signal is given by a | aw enforcenent

officer acting in the |lawful performance of duty who has a

reasonabl e suspicion to believe that the driver in question has

commtted a crinme, and who willfully fails to obey such direction,

shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor, and upon conviction shall be

puni shed by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00)

or inprisoned in the county jail for a termnot to exceed six (6)

nont hs, or both.

(3) Any person who is guilty of violating subsection (2) of

this section by operating a notor vehicle in such a nanner as to
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indicate a reckless or willful disregard for the safety of persons

or property, or who so operates a notor vehicle in a manner

mani festing extrene indifference to the value of human |ife, shal

be guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof, shall be

puni shed by a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dol | ars

(%5, 000.00), or by conmtnent to the custody of the State

Departnent of Corrections for not nore than five (5) years, or

bot h.

(4) It shall not be unlawful for the driver of a notor

vehicle after dusk to proceed to the nearest well-lighted, public

area before stopping as long as the driver does not exceed the

speed limt.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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