M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Brown To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 693
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-104-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON TO

3 ASSI ST A STATE AGENCY | N COLLECTI NG A FEE THAT ANOTHER STATE

4  AGENCY HAS FAILED TO PAY TO IT; TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE FI SCAL

5 OFFI CER TO PAY THE CREDI TOR AGENCY THE AMOUNT OWED TO I T QUT OF

6 ANY FUNDS I N THE STATE TREASURY TO THE CREDI T OF THE DELI NQUENT

7 AGENCY; TO PROVI DE FOR THE APPEAL OF THE TRANSFER OF, OR THE

8 FAILURE TO TRANSFER, FUNDS UNDER THI S SECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED

9 PURPCSES

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
11 SECTION 1. Section 27-104-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
12 amended as foll ows:

13 27-104-3. In addition to other powers and duties prescribed
14 by statute, the Departnment of Finance and Adm ni stration shal

15 have the following powers and duties, with regard to fisca

16 managenent:

17 (a) Provide direct technical assistance and training to
18 state agencies and departnents in inplenmenting generally accepted
19 accounting principles, in preparing financial statenments as
20 required by law, and in nanagenent and executive devel opnent.
21 (b) Provide tenporary adm ni strative services in
22 financial accounting and public admnistration to any state
23 agency, departnment or institution upon request of the governing
24 board of the state agency, department or institution.
25 (c) Prepare and issue a conprehensive reference nanual
26 or manual s of policies and procedures for each state agency and
27 departnent to use, which may include chapters on purchasing,
28 personnel, payroll, travel, chart of accounts, fund
29 classifications, receipts, warrants, expenditures, fixed assets,
30 property inventory, and naintaining financial records and
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preparing financial reports as required and prescribed by |aw. The
manual shall be revised on a continuing basis. The manual shal

be prepared and revised in consultation with the State Auditor's
of fice.

(d) Provide assistance to any state agency, departnent

or institution in collecting a fee or other valid obligation that

anot her agency, departnent or institution has failed to pay to it.

For purposes of this paragraph, the agency, departnent or

institution seeking to collect the funds shall be referred to as

the "creditor agency," and the agency, departnment or institution

that has not paid the creditor agency shall be referred to as the

"del i nquent agency." A valid obligation nmay be evi denced by an

i nvoi ce or any ot her docunentation as may be required by the

Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration, hereinafter referred to

as the departnent. A creditor agency nmay request assistance from

the departnent, and the departnment nmay require the creditor agency

to furnish detailed information regardi ng the obligation. Upon

determ ning that the delinquent agency owes the creditor agency a

specific anpunt, the State Fiscal Oficer shall pay to the

creditor agency that anount out of any funds in the State Treasury

to the credit of the delinquent agency. The State Fiscal Oficer

shall notify the creditor agency and the delinquent agency of the

total anmount of funds transferred. Either agency nay appeal the

transfer of funds or the failure to transfer funds, under rul es

and regul ati ons pronul gated by the departnent and approved by the

Ofice of the State Auditor. The Departnent of Fi nance and

Admi nistration shall report any actions taken under this paragraph

(d) to the Chairnen of the Appropriations Commttees of the House

of Representatives and the Senate on a quarterly basis. This

par agraph (d) shall stand repealed on July 1, 2006.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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