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Representative Fl aggs To: Public Wilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 688

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-27-9 AND 77-3-33, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THAT ALL ELECTRI CI TY METERS | NDI CATE
CLEARLY THE UNI TS OF SERVI CE FOR THE CHARCE THAT IS TO BE MADE TO
THE CUSTOMER, TO REQUI RE THAT ALL ELECTRICI TY METERS BE DI G TAL BY
DECEMBER 31, 2006; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-27-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-27-9. (1) If, upon conplaint of any citizen or citizens
interested, the governing authorities of any nmunicipality find
that there is reasonable ground for believing that any neter or
neters intended to measure or register the quantity of water,
electric light or power, or gas supplied or furnished by any
i ndi vi dual, conpany or corporation to the municipality or its
i nhabitants is or are measuring or registering incorrectly or
excessively or is or are of a |l ess candl e power or degree of
brilliancy than required by contract, such governing authorities
may enpl oy an expert, who shall exam ne and test said neter or
neters, or said light or lights, as the case may be, and report
back to said governing authorities, notice of the tinme and pl ace
of the proposed test or tests being first given to all parties
interested. |If such exami nation or test shall show the fact that
said neter or neters neasure or register incorrectly or
excessively, or that said light or lights are of a |l ess candle
power or brilliancy than required by contract, then all expenses
of such exam nation and test incurred by said nunicipal governing
authorities shall be charged against and coll ected back fromsaid

i ndi vi dual, conpany or corporation supplying or furnishing such
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water, electric light or power, or gas, as the case may be, and
such penalties may be inposed as the municipal ordi nances may
provi de.

(2) Each service neter for electricity shall indicate

clearly the units of service for the charge that is to be nade to

the custoner, and as of Decenber 31, 2006, all electricity neters

utilized by municipalities shall be digital.

(3) The governing authorities of any nunicipality are
aut hori zed to prosecute any person tanpering with electric, gas or
wat er neters as provided in Section 97-25-3.

SECTION 2. Section 77-3-33, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-3-33. (1) No rate nmade, deposit or service charge
demanded or received by any public utility shall exceed that which
is just and reasonable. Such public utility, the rates of which
are subject to regulation under the provisions of this article,
may denmand, collect and receive fair, just and reasonable rates
for the services rendered or to be rendered by it to any person.
Rat es prescribed by the comm ssion shall be such as to yield a
fair rate of return to the utility furnishing service, upon the
reasonabl e val ue of the property of the utility used or useful in
furni shing service.

(2) Such utility shall furnish adequate, efficient and
reasonabl e service, and nmay establish reasonabl e rul es governing
the conduct of its business and the conditions under which it
shall be required to render service. The conm ssion may, after
heari ng upon reasonabl e notice had, upon its own notion or upon
conplaint, ascertain and fix just and reasonabl e standards,
regul ati ons and practices of service which are to be furnished,

i nposed, observed and followed by all public utilities. The
comm ssion may require the service, rules and regul ati ons of each
public utility to be filed with the comm ssion and subjected to

its approval or to such changes therein as the conm ssion
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reasonably may require. Practices required or sanctioned pursuant
to the provisions hereof shall supersede other requirenents of
| aw.

(3) Such utility may enploy in the conduct of its business
sui tabl e and reasonable classifications of its service, patrons,
rates, deposits and service charges. The classification may, in
any proper case, take into account the nature of the use, the
quantity and quality used, the tinme when used, the purpose for
whi ch used, and any ot her reasonabl e consi derati on.

(4) Al public utilities, which produce electricity as

defined under Section 77-3-3(d)(i), shall indicate clearly the

units of service on each electricity nmeter for the charge that is

to be made to the custoner, and as of December 31, 2006, al

electricity neters utilized by public utilities shall be digital.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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