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Representatives Frierson, Read, Janus To: Marine Resources

HOUSE BI LL NO. 671

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE BAG LIM T FOR CERTAI N SPECI ES OF FI SH
TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS OF THE REGULATIONS; TO
DESCRI BE WHO SHALL BE JO NTLY AND SEVERALLY LI ABLE FOR THE | MPOSED
PENALTI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) It is unlawful for any recreational

fisherman to catch, take, possess or |and bel ow m ninum | egal size
or over creel |limt red snapper (Lutjanus canpechanus), msty
grouper ( Epi nephel us nystaci nus), snowy grouper (Epinephel us

ni veatus), yell owedge grouper (Epinephelus flavolinbatus), red
grouper ( Epi nephelus norio), black grouper (Mycteroperca bonaci),
gag grouper (Mycteroperca mcrolepis), scanp (Mcteroperca
phenax), yellowrouth (Mycteroperca interstitialis), rock hind

(Epi nephal us adscensionis), and red hi nd (Epi nephal us guttatus),
as established by regul ations promul gated by the comm ssi on.

(2) It is unlawmful for any recreational fishernman to possess
any fillet of any species of fish except as provided in Section
49-15-319.

(3) Any recreational fisherman who viol ates the provisions
of this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor and shall be fined in
t he ambunt of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for one (1) fish
possessed in violation of this section or conm ssion ordi nance,
and fined Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) for every fish over one
(1) possessed in violation of this section.

(4) Any recreational fisherman who viol ates the provisions
of this section or conm ssion ordinance is guilty of a m sdeneanor
and shall be fined in the anobunt of Two Hundred Fifty Dol lars

($250.00) for one (1) fillet of any species, and fined Five
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Hundred Dol l ars ($500.00) for every fillet over one (1) of any
speci es, except as provided in Section 49-15-319. For purposes of
this chapter, fillet is defined as any piece or slice of fish.

(5) The master and owner of any vessel upon which any fish
or fillet is possessed in violation of this section shall be
jointly and severally liable for the penalty inposed herein.

(6) The fine inposed upon any recreational fisherman or
ot her person convicted under this section shall not be suspended
or reduced. This section applies only to recreational fishernen,
whet her |icensed or not, and does not apply to comrerci al
fishermen.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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