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Representatives Frierson, Read, Janus To: Marine Resources

HOUSE BI LL NO. 660

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-15-301, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ON OF " CHARTER BOAT OPERATOR'; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-15-301, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-15-301. (1) The M ssissippi Comm ssion on Marine
Resources is hereby established and full power is vested in the
comm ssion to regulate all natters pertaining to all saltwater
aquatic life and mari ne resources. The comm ssion shal
adm ni ster the Coastal Wetlands Protection Law and the Public
Trust Tidelands Act. The power and duties of the conm ssion shal
be exercised through the Departnent of Marine Resources.

(2) On July 1, 2002, the comm ssion shall be reconstituted.
The ternms of the nonseafood industry nenber and the nenber of the
Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall expire July 1,
2002. The remaining five (5) nmenbers serving on July 1, 2002
shal | conpose the reconstituted conm ssion and shall continue to
serve until the expiration of their terms. The reconstituted
M ssi ssi ppi Commi ssi on on Marine Resources shall consist of five
(5) menbers to be appointed as foll ows:

(a) The Governor shall appoint five (5) nmenbers who
shal | be residents of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock Counties wth
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate. The Governor shall appoint
at | east one (1) nenber fromeach county but not nore than two (2)
menbers from any one (1) county. The nenbers designated in

subparagraphs (i), (ii) and (iv) nmust be a resident of the county
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where the business he is appointed to represent is |ocated.
(b) The comm ssion shall be conposed as foll ows:

(i) One (1) menber shall be a commercial seafood
processor.

(i) ©One (1) nenber shall be a comrercia
fi sher man.

(tii) One (1) nmenber shall be a recreationa
sports fisherman.

(iv) One (1) nenber shall be a charter boat
oper at or .

(v) One (1) nenber shall be a nenber of an
i ncor porated nonprofit environnmental organization.

(c) O the initial nmenbers appointed by the Governor,
the nmenbers designated in subparagraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) shal
serve for an initial termof two (2) years and one (1) nenber
shal |l be appointed fromeach county. The nenbers designated in
subparagraphs (iv) and (v) shall serve an initial termof four (4)
years. All terns after the initial terns shall be for a period of
four (4) years.

(d) Any vacancy in the office of an appointed nenber of
the comm ssion shall be filled by appoi ntnent by the Governor for
t he bal ance of the unexpired term

(3) Each nenber shall have a denonstrated history of
involvenent in the matter of jurisdiction for which he is
appointed to represent and his enploynent and activities nmust not
conflict wwth the matter of jurisdiction represented. A nenber
shall not have a record of conviction of violation of fish and
gane or seafood |aws or regulations within the five (5) years
precedi ng his appointnment or a record of any felony conviction.
After July 1, 1999, if a nenber is convicted of a violation of the

seafood laws during his term his office shall be deened vacant

and the Governor shall fill the vacancy as provided in this
section.
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(4) The comm ssion shall elect a chairman who shall preside
at all meetings of the conm ssion, and the conm ssion shall also
el ect a vice-chairman who shall serve in the absence or inability
of the chairman.

(5) Each nenber shall be paid actual and necessary expenses
incurred in attendi ng neetings of the conm ssion and in perform ng
his duties away fromhis dom cile under assignnment by the
comm ssion. In addition, nenbers shall receive the per diem
aut horized in Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(6) The comm ssion shall adopt rules and regul ati ons
governing tines and places of neetings and shall adopt byl aws
governing the manner of conducting its business. Each nenber
shal |l take the oath prescribed by Section 268 of the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 and shall, before assum ng office, enter into
bond in the amobunt of Thirty Thousand Dol |l ars ($30, 000.00), to be
approved by the Secretary of State conditioned according to | aw
and payable to the State of M ssissippi.

(7) The comm ssion shall not take any action, except by vote
in nmeeting assenbl ed, and such action shall be included in the
m nutes of the comm ssion. A ngjority of the nenbers shal
constitute a quorum of the conm ssion.

(8) The comm ssion, through the Departnent of Marine
Resources, shall devise a plan to make |icenses available in each
coastal county.

(9) (a) There is hereby created a marine resources
techni cal advisory council conposed of the Executive Director of
the Gulf Coast Research Lab, or his designee; the Executive
Director of the Departnent of Environmental Quality, or his
desi gnee; and the Executive Director of the Departnent of
Wl dlife, Fisheries and Parks, or his designee.

(b) The council shall give technical assistance to the

comm SssSi on.
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(10) For purposes of this section the followi ng definitions
apply:
(a) "Charter boat operator”™ nmeans an individual who

operates a vessel for hire guiding sports fishernmen or ecotourism

trips for a fee and is duly licensed to engage in such activity in
the State of M ssissippi.

(b) "Comrercial fisherman" neans a fisherman who sells,
barters or exchanges any or all of his catch or who is paid for
attenpting to catch marine species, and is duly licensed to engage
in commercial fishing.

(c) "Comrercial seafood processor” nmeans an i ndivi dual
who engages in the business of purchasing seafood products and
preparing themfor resale and who is duly licensed to engage in
such commercial activity in the State of M ssissippi.

(d) "lIncorporated environnmental nonprofit organization”
means an organi zation duly incorporated in any state as a
nonprofit organi zati on and whose stated goals and purposes are the
conservation of natural resources.

(e) "Recreational sports fisherman" neans an individua
who catches or harvests marine species only for recreation or
personal consunption and not for sale. The individual nust
possess a saltwater sports fishing |license, be a nenber of an
i ncorporated nonprofit sports fishing organization and not possess
a commercial fishing or seafood processor |icense.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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