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Represent ative Frierson To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 655

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 31-7-12, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE STATE AGENCI ES TO PURCHASE COVMODI TI ES APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON FROM ANY SOURCE OFFERI NG
THE | DENTI CAL COMWCDI TY THAT IS ON THE STATE CONTRACT, AT A PRI CE
NOT EXCEEDI NG THE STATE CONTRACT PRI CE FOR THAT COMMCDI TY, W THOUT
OBTAI NI NG OR ADVERTI SI NG FOR COVPETI Tl VE BI DS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 31-7-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

31-7-12. * * *

(1) Agencies and governing authorities nmay purchase

commodities approved by the Departnent of Finance and

Adm nistration fromthe state contract vendor, or from any source
offering the identical commodity, at a price not exceeding the
state contract price established by the Departnent of Finance and
Admini stration for that commodity, w thout obtaining or

advertising for conpetitive bids. Agencies and governing

authorities that do not exercise the option to purchase those

commodities fromthe state contract vendor or from another source
offering the identical conmmopdity at a price not exceeding the
state contract price established by the Departnent of Finance and
Admi ni stration shall make those purchases under the provisions of
Section 31-7-13 without regard to state contract prices
establ i shed by the Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration,

unl ess those purchases are authorized to be nade under subsection
(4) of this section.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit agencies or

governing authorities from purchasi ng, under subsection (1) of
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this section, commobdities approved by the Departnment of Finance
and Adm nistration at a price not exceeding the state contract
price established by the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration.

(3) The Department of Finance and Adm nistration shal
ensure that the prices of all comodities on the state contract
are the | owest and best prices available fromany source offering
that coomodity at the sane level of quality or service, utilizing
t he reasonabl e standards established therefor by the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm nistration. |If the Departnent of Fi nance and
Adm ni stration does not |ist an approved price for the particul ar
iteminvol ved, purchase shall be made according to statutory
bi ddi ng and licensing requirenments. To encourage prudent
purchasi ng practices, the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration
shal | be authorized and enpowered to exenpt certain commodities
fromthe requirenent that the | owest and best price be approved by
order placed on its m nutes.

(4) Any school district may purchase commodities from
vendors with which any levying authority of the school district,
as defined in Section 37-57-1, has contracted through conpetitive
bi ddi ng procedures under Section 31-7-13 for purchases of the sane
comodities. Purchases authorized by this subsection may be nade
by a school district w thout obtaining or advertising for
conpetitive bids, and those purchases shall be nade at the sane
prices and under the sane conditions as purchases of the sanme
commodities are to be made by the | evying authority of the school
district under the contract with the vendor.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.

H B. No. 655 *HR40/R919*
05/ HR40/ R919 ST: Public purchasing; state agencies my
PAGE 2 (RF\BD) purchase commodities from sources other than

state contract vendors w thout bidding.



