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Representative Mles To: Transportation;
Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 653

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-417, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO PROVI DE CERTAI N
| NFORVATI ON OBTAI NED FROM MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT REPORTS TO
PERSONS OR ENTI TI ES FOR THE PURPCSE OF COWPI LI NG VEHI CLE HI STORY
REPORTS FOR USE BY LAW ENFORCEMENT, CONSUMERS AND BUSI NESSES; TO
AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT TO CHARGE AND COLLECT FEES FOR PROVI DI NG
SUCH | NFORVATI ON;  AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 63-3-417, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
63-3-417. (1) Al required accident reports and
suppl emental reports shall be wi thout prejudice to the individual

so reporting and, except as otherw se provided in this section,

shall be for the confidential use of the departnent; however, the
department may, upon witten request of any person involved in an
accident or upon witten request of the representative of his
estate, his surviving spouse or one or nore of his surviving next
of kin, disclose to such requester or his | egal counsel or a
representative of his insurer any information contained in such
report except the parties' version of the accident as set out in
the witten report filed by such parties, or may disclose the
identity of a person involved in an accident when such identity is
not ot herw se known or when such person denies his presence at
such accident. The admissibility of an accident report into
evidence in any court shall be governed by the M ssissippi Rules
of Evidence. However, the department shall furnish, upon denand
of any person who has, or clains to have, made such a report or
upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified

accident report has or has not been nade to the departnent solely
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to prove a conpliance or a failure to conply with the requirenent
that such a report be made to the departnent.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this

section or the provisions of any other law to the contrary, the

departnment may supply vehicle-specific accident data to any person

or entity, in bulk electronic form for the purpose of conpiling

vehicle history reports for use by | aw enforcenent, consuners and

busi nesses. The departnent may charge and collect fees at a

negoti ated price established by the departnent for providing such

data. A person or entity that requests access to such data nust

agree, in witing, to use information obtained fromsuch data only

for the purpose of identifying vehicles that have been involved in

accidents and any danmage to those vehicles. A person or entity

obt ai ni ng such data nmay not use such information to identify or

contact persons or individuals.

(3) The report required by Section 63-3-411 may be used in
provi ng uni nsured status of the owner and operator of a vehicle in
any action to enforce a clai munder the uninsured notori st
provi sions of an autonobile liability policy, but only as provided
in Section 13-1-124.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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