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HOUSE BI LL NO. 601

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 71-3-85, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THAT A MEMBER OF THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON COWM SS| ON
SHALL BE AN ATTORNEY AT LAW OF RECOGNI ZED ABILITY WTH A M Nl MUM
OF FI VE YEARS' ACTIVE PRACTICE IN THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI; TO
PROVI DE THAT THOSE MEMBERS SERVI NG AS COW SSI ONERS ON JULY 1,
2005, MAY REMAIN MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON AND MAY BE REAPPO NTED
TO THE POSI TI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 71-3-85, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

71-3-85. (1) There is hereby created a comr ssion to be
known as the Workers' Conpensation Conmm ssion, consisting of three
(3) nmenbers, who shall devote their entire tine to the duties of
the office. The Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the
commi ssion, by and with the consent of the M ssissippi State
Senate, one (1) for atermof tw (2) years, one (1) for a term of
four (4) years, and one (1) for a termof six (6) years. Upon the
expiration of each term as above set forth, the Governor shal
appoint a successor for a termof six (6) years, and thereafter
the termof office of each comm ssioner shall be for six (6)

years. Until July 1, 2005, one (1) menber shall be a person who

by reason of his previous vocation or affiliation can be cl assed
as a representative of enployers; and one (1) nenber shall be a

person who by reason of his previous vocation or affiliation can
be cl assed as a representative of enployees; and one (1) nenber

shall be an attorney at |aw of recognized ability with at | east

five (5) years' active practice in Mssissippi prior to his

appoi ntment. Except as ot herw se provided herein, for

appoi ntnments made after July 1, 2005, each nenber shall be an
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attorney at |law of recognized ability with at |east five (5)

years' active practice in Mssissippi before his appointnent.

Those nenbers whose terns have not expired on July 1, 2005, shal

continue to serve as nenbers until such tine as their terns

expire. Any nenber who was serving on July 1, 2005, may be

reappoi nted as a nenber regardl ess of whether or not he is an

attorney at law. The Governor shall designate the chairman of the

conmmi ssi on, whose term of chairman shall run concurrently with his
appoi ntment as a conmm ssi oner.

The chairman shall be the adm nistrative head of the
comm ssion and shall have the final authority in all matters
relating to assignnent of cases for hearing and trial and the
adm nistrative work of the comm ssion and its enpl oyees, except in
the promul gation of rules and regul ati ons wherein the conm ssion
shall act as a body, and in the trial and determ nation of cases
as ot herw se provided.

Upon the expiration of the termof a conm ssioner, he shal
continue to serve until his successor has been appointed. Because
cunul ative experience is conspicuously essential to the proper
adm nistration of a Wirkers' Conpensation Law, it is declared to
be in the public interest to continue Wrkers' Conpensation
Comm ssioners in office as long as efficiency is denonstrated. A
conmm ssioner nmay be renoved for cause prior to the expiration of
his term but shall be furnished a witten copy of the charges
agai nst himand shall be accorded a public hearing.

Each nmenber of the conmm ssion and each adm nistrative |aw
judge shall receive an annual salary fixed by the Legislature.

(2) A vacancy in the commssion, if there remain two (2)
menbers of it, shall not inpair the authority of such tw (2)
menbers to act. In case of illness or continued absence for other
reasons, the sanme authority of such two (2) nmenbers shall apply.

(3) The comm ssion shall have the powers and duties

necessary for effecting the purposes of this chapter, including
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the powers of a court of record for conpelling the attendance of

W t nesses, exam ning them under oath, and conpelling the
producti on of books, papers, docunents and objects relevant to the
determ nation of a claimfor conpensation, and the power to adopt
rul es and regul ati ons and nmake or approve the forns relating to
notices of injuries, paynent of clains and other purposes. The
authority of the comm ssion and its duly authorized
representatives to investigate and determi ne clains for
conpensation shall include the right to enter the prem ses where
an injury occurred, to ascertain its causes and circunstances.

(4) The office of the conm ssion shall be situated in the
City of Jackson, but hearings may be held at such places as it may
deem nost convenient for the proper and speedy performance of its
duties. The comm ssion is authorized, if it deens it necessary
for the convenient and efficient dispatch of business, to | ease
of fice space and facilities in other than publicly owned
bui | di ngs.

(5) The comm ssion shall adopt detailed rules and
regul ations for inplenenting the purposes of this chapter at
hearings attended by the main parties interested. Such rules,
upon adoption, shall be published and be at all reasonable tines
made available to the public and, if not inconsistent with | aw,
shal | be binding upon those participating in the responsibilities
and benefits of the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

(6) The comm ssion shall adopt or approve the fornms required
for adm nistering the chapter, such notices of injury, application
for benefits, receipts for conpensation and all other fornms needed
to assure the orderly and pronpt operation of the |aw, and nmay
require the exclusive use of any or all such approved forns.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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