M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative O ark To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 568

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 59-21-81, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REQUI RE EVERY PERSON, REGARDLESS OF AGE, TO WEAR A COAST GUARD
3 APPROVED PERSONAL FLOTATI ON DEVI CE VH LE ON BOARD A MOTORBOAT,

4  SAl LBOAT OR VESSEL THAT MEASURES LESS THAN TVENTY-SI X FEET I N

5 LENGTH AND VH CH | S UNDERWAY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 59-21- 153,

6 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO I NCREASE THE PENALTY FOR VI OLATI ONS;
7 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. Section 59-21-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
10 anended as foll ows:

11 59-21-81. (1) Every vessel shall have on board a Coast

12 CGuard approved personal flotation device for each person aboard
13 such vessel, and every person * * * on board a notorboat,

14 sailboat, or vessel which neasures |less than twenty-six (26) feet
15 in length shall wear a type I, II, or Ill Coast CGuard approved

16 personal flotation device while such notorboat, sail boat, or

17 vessel is underway. For the purpose of this section "underway"
18 shall nmean at all tinmes except when a notorboat, sail boat, or

19 vessel is anchored, noored, or aground. Every vessel shall have
20 lights during the hours of darkness, which conply with all federal
21 regqgulations applicable to vessels of its classification. Such
22 vessel shall not be operated unless in a safe and seawort hy
23 condition; the owner and operator shall enploy such safety devices
24 as may be necessary for the safe operation of such vessel,
25 including an efficient natural or mechanical ventilating system
26 when necessary for safe operation. 1In addition to the
27 requirenents inposed by this section, all vessels shall conply
28 with all federal regulations applicable to vessels of such
29 classification.
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(2) For purposes of this subsection, "personal watercraft"”
means a vessel which uses an inboard notor powering a water jet
punp and which is designed to be operated by a person sitting,
standi ng or kneeling on the vessel, rather than the conventi onal
manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel. A person shal
not operate a personal watercraft unless each person on board or
being towed behind is wearing a type |, type Il or type III
personal flotation device approved by the United States Coast
Guar d.

SECTION 2. Section 59-21-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

59-21-153. Any person who viol ates any provision of this
chapter is guilty of a m sdeneanor, and shall be subject to the
foll ow ng penalties:

(a) For a violation of any of the provisions of
Sections 59-21-23(d), 59-21-29, 59-21-33, 59-21-55, 59-21-81
t hrough 59-21-87, and 59-21-111 through 59-21-129, by a fine not

to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by inprisonnent in the

county jail not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both.

(b) For the violation of any provision of Section
59-21-31, by a fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dol l ars
($250.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), or by
i nprisonnment in the county jail not to exceed thirty (30) days, or
bot h.

(c) For the violation of any other provision of this
chapter, by a fine of not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
nor nore than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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