M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Represent ati ves Perani ch, Broonfield, To: Tourisn

Capps, Col eman (29th), Cumm ngs, Dickson,
For mby, Franks, Martinson, M ddleton, M| es,
Moak, Moss, Robinson (63rd), Staples, Upshaw,

VWi ttington
HOUSE BI LL NO. 500
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 57-1-59, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO ENTER | NTO
3 AGREEMENTS W TH LOCAL TOURI SM ENTI TI ES FOR THE PURPCSE OF
4 DEVELOPI NG REG ONAL STRATEQ ES FOR TOURI SM PROMOTI ON; TO AUTHORI ZE
5 THE M SSI SSI PPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO REQUI RE SUCH AGREEMENTS
6 AS A CONDI TI ON FOR RECEI VI NG STATE GRANTS TO PROMOTE TOURI SM TO
7 REFLECT THE CHANGE OF THE NAME OF THE M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF
8 ECONOM C AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT TO THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT
9 AUTHORI TY; TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON
10 17-3-33, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE CERTAI N LOCAL
11  CONVENTI ON BUREAUS, TOURI SM COWM SSI ONS AND SI M LAR ENTITIES TO
12 CONTRACT WTH A PRI VATE CERTI FI ED PUBLI C ACCOUNTI NG FI RM FOR AN
13 ANNUAL AUDI T; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
15 SECTION 1. Section 57-1-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
16 amended as foll ows:
17 57-1-59. The M ssissippi Devel opnment Authority shall have
18 the follow ng general powers and duties with respect to tourism
19 (a) To pronote and advertise the inmage of M ssi ssi ppi
20 both within and wi thout the boundaries of this state;
21 (b) To pronote and advertise fairs and simlar
22 activities of interest to tourists and the traveling public;
23 (c) To pronpote and advertise the use of wildlife and
24 natural areas by tourists and the traveling public;
25 (d) To pronpte and advertise the use of state
26 recreational and park facilities by tourists and the traveling
27 public;
28 (e) To pronote and advertise all resources of the State
29 of Mssissippi as attractions to tourists and the traveling
30 public;
31 (f) To develop for all agencies of state government the
32 necessary pronotional and advertising materials needed to pronote
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all facilities and prograns which nmay be of interest to travelers
and tourists;

(g) To maintain an educational awareness program for
the citizens of the state to constantly encourage increased
devel opment of activities of interest to tourists and the
travel ing public;

(h) To develop and maintain an information services
systemto adequately guide tourists and the traveling public
wi thin the boundaries of the state;, * * *

(i) To develop and maintain an extensive nedia program
to adequately informthe national and international consunmer about
M ssi ssi ppi; and

(j) To enter into contracts and ot her agreenments with

| ocal tourismconmssions or simlar entities for the purpose of

devel opi ng regional strategies for tourismpronotion. The

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Authority, in conjunction with the

formul ati on of regional strategies for tourism pronotion, nay

require that local tourismcomrissions or simlar entities enter

into agreenents with the authority as a condition for receiving

any state grants to pronote tourism

SECTION 2. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
17-3-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

17-3-33. Any convention bureau, |ocal tourism conmssion or
simlar entity established under this chapter or any other |aw of
the State of M ssissippi, including any |ocal and private | aw of
the State of M ssissippi, which receives funds from any speci al
tax or levy inposed for the support of such bureau, conm ssion or
simlar entity, shall annually hire a private certified public
accounting firmto conplete an audit of the revenues and
expenditures of the bureau, commssion or simlar entity and its
conpliance with state law. A copy of the annual audit shall be

provided to the State Departnent of Audit.
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65 SECTION 3. Section 1 of this act shall take effect and be in
66 force fromand after July 1, 2005. Section 2 of this act shall

67 take effect and be in force fromand after October 1, 2005.
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