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HOUSE BI LL NO. 484

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-35-47, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE PENALTI ES FOR FALSE REPORTI NG OF A CRI ME; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 97-35-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
97-35-47. It shall be unlawful for any person to report a
crinme or any elenent of a crinme to any |aw enforcenent or any
of ficer of any court, by any neans, know ng that such report is
false. A violation of this section shall be punishabl e by
i mprisonment in the county jail not to exceed one (1) year or by a

fine of not |less than Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) nor nore than

Fi ve Thousand Dol l ars ($5,000.00), or both. 1In addition to any

fine and inprisonnent, and upon proper showi ng made to the court,
t he defendant shall be ordered to pay as restitution to the |aw
enf orcenment agency rei nbursenent for any reasonable costs directly
related to the investigation of the falsely reported crine and the
prosecution of any person convicted under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
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