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Represent ative Fl ening To: Public Property;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 294

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON OF THE M SSI SSI PPl CI VI L
Rl GHTS MUSEUM TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl ClVIL Rl GATS MJUSEUM
SHALL BE UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON AND CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
ARCH VES AND HI STORY AND TO PROVI DE FOR THE POANERS AND DUTI ES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHI VES AND HI STORY REGARDI NG THE MUSEUM TO
CREATE THE "M SSI SSI PPI CIVIL R GHTS MJUSEUM FUND"; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The Legislature recognizes a need for a civil

rights museumin M ssissippi to pronote the educational and soci al
devel opnment of M ssi ssippians and to honor those persons who have
made significant contributions toward the advancenent of civil
rights in Mssissippi and the United States. The Legislature
further recognizes that a civil rights nuseum woul d be of great
econonm ¢ and cultural inportance to M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. (1) A facility to house the M ssissippi Cvil

Ri ghts Museum shall be | ocated on state property at a | ocation
reconmended by the Board of Trustees of the Departnment of Archives
and History.

(2) (a) The nuseum shall be under the supervision and
control of the Board of Trustees of the Departnent of Archives and
Hi story.

(b) The duties and powers of the Board of Trustees of
t he Departnent of Archives and History shall include, in addition
to other duties and powers granted or prescribed by |aw, the
fol | ow ng:
(i) To promulgate rules and regul ati ons governi ng

the operation of the Mssissippi Cvil R ghts Miseum
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(i1) To promulgate rules and regul ati ons gover ni ng
the acquisition of furniture and furnishings, including but not
limted to paintings and objects of art and the acquisition of
docunents for the Mssissippi Cvil R ghts Miseum

(ti1) To pronmote the donation, bequest, devise or
| oani ng of noney or property, real or personal, from any agency of
the United States, state or |ocal governnent, any person, firm
corporation, association or group, for the purpose of the
operation, adm nistration and mai ntenance of the M ssissippi G vil
Ri ghts Museum

(iv) To acquire, preserve, restore or operate any
real or personal property deened significant for historical,
architectural or cultural reasons, to expend funds for such
purposes, to enter into contracts or agreements with any agency of
the United States or any person, firm corporation or association
for the purpose of the operation, adm nistration and mai nt enance
of the Mssissippi Gvil R ghts Museum and to do any and al
t hi ngs which may be necessary or desirable to carry out such
pur pose; and

(v) To review and approve any nmj or changes in the
architecture, furnishings, objects of art and other natters
effecting the repair, preservation, operation, nmaintenance or
protection of property of the Mssissippi Cvil R ghts Miseum

SECTION 3. (1) (a) A special fund to be designated as the

"M ssissippi Cvil R ghts Museum Fund,"” is created in the State
Treasury. The fund shall be naintained by the State Treasurer as
a separate and special fund, separate and apart fromthe CGeneral
Fund of the State. The special fund shall consist of funds
appropriated or otherw se nade avail able by the Legislature in any
manner and funds from any ot her source designated for deposit into
such fund. Unexpended anounts remaining in the fund at the end of

a fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any
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i nvestment earnings or interest earned on anounts in the fund
shal |l be deposited to the credit of the fund.
(b) Mnies in the fund shall be disbursed, in the

di scretion of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration, to pay
the costs of designing, constructing and maintaining the
M ssissippi Cvil R ghts Miseum

(2) The Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration shal
proceed with the planning, construction, furnishing and equi ppi ng
of a facility to house the Mssissippi GCGvil R ghts Miseum as soon
as practicable.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.

H B. No. 294 *HR40/R7*

05/ HR40/ R7 ST: Mssissippi CGvil R ghts Museum create and
PAGE 3 (GT\BD) pl ace under Department of Archives and Hi story.



