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Represent ati ve Tayl or To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 247

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-19-71, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT A NONVI OLENT OFFENDER MAY PETI TI ON THE SENTENCI NG
COURT TO HAVE H S OR HER RECORD EXPUNGED AFTER THE OFFENDER HAS
COVMPLETELY SERVED H' S OR HER SENTENCE AND HAS MET CERTAI N OTHER
REQUI REMENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-19-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-19-71. (1) Any person (a) who has been convicted of a
m sdenmeanor, excluding a conviction for a traffic violation and

who is a first offender or (b) any person who has been convicted

of a nonviolent crinme in any court and has been a productive

citizen for a mnimumof five (5) years after the conpletion of

his or her sentence, may petition the justice, county, circuit or

muni ci pal court, as may be applicable, for an order to expunge any

such conviction fromall public records. For purposes of this

section "conpletion of his or her sentence"” nmeans that the

nonvi ol ent offender is no | onger housed in any correctional

facility or the State Penitentiary and is no | onger under a

restitution obligation, probation or any other post-release

supervi sion. Upon entering such order, a nonpublic record thereof

shall be retained by the court and by the M ssissippi Crimnal
Informati on Center solely for the purpose of determ ning whether,

i n subsequent proceedi ngs, such person is a first offender. The
effect of such order shall be to restore such person, in the
contenplation of the law, to the status he occupi ed before such
arrest. No person as to whom such order has been entered shall be

hel d thereafter under any provision of lawto be guilty of perjury
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or to have otherw se given a false statenment by reason of his
failure to recite or acknow edge such arrest or conviction in
response to any inquiry nmade of himfor any purpose, except for
the purpose of determining in any subsequent proceedi ngs under
this section, whether such person is a first offender.

(2) Upon petition therefor, a justice, county, circuit or
muni ci pal court shall expunge the record of any case in which an
arrest was nade, the person arrested was rel eased and the case was
di sm ssed or the charges were dropped or there was no disposition
of such case.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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