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Representative Flem ng To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 142

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl ENG NEERS OF THE 21ST
CENTURY SCHOLARSHI P FUND FOR ELI G BLE JUNI OR AND SENI OR
ENG NEERI NG MAJORS VWHO AGREE TO WORK W TH THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON UPON GRADUATI ON FOR THREE YEARS; TO
PROVI DE THAT SCHOLARSHI PS SHALL COVER THE COST OF TUI TI ON AT A
STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER LEARNI NG I N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO REQUI RE
SCHOLARSHI P APPLI CANTS TO DEMONSTRATE FI NANCI AL NEED;, TO REQUI RE
ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS TO ENTER | NTO A CONTRACT W TH THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNING TO REQUI RE THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS RELATI NG TO
THE FUND AND TO ADM NI STER THE FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Engineers

of the 21st Century Schol arship Fund. The fund shall consist of
all nonies appropriated to the fund by the Legislature and any
gifts, grants or donations that nay be received fromany source,
public or private. Mnies in the fund may be used solely for the
pur pose of awardi ng schol arshi ps under this section. Interest
earned on the investnent of nonies in the fund nust be returned
and deposited to the credit of the fund.

(2) A student enrolled or accepted for enrollnment in an
engi neering programat a state institution of higher learning in
M ssi ssippi who is classified as a junior or senior by the
registrar of the applicable institution may apply for a
schol arshi p under this program

(3) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall establish the maxi num annual award that nay be nade
under the schol arship program which may not exceed the cost of
tuition at the state institution of higher [earning at which the
student is enrolled. Students classified as juniors nmay receive a

maxi nrum of two (2) annual awards or, in those instances when a

H B. No. 142 *HR40/R35* Gl/ 2
05/ HRA0/ R35
PAGE 1 (CTE\BD)



32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

degree programrequires five (5) years for conpletion, three (3)
annual awards. Students classified as seniors may receive one (1)
annual award or, in those instances when a degree programrequires
five (5) years for conpletion, tw (2) annual awards.

(4) In order to be eligible for a schol arship, a student
nmust be found to be in financial need. An applicant is in
financial need if:

(a) The two-year average annual adjusted gross incone
of the applicant's famly is less than Thirty-six Thousand Five
Hundred Dol l ars ($36, 500. 00); or

(b) The two-year average annual adjusted gross incone
of the applicant's famly is less than Thirty-six Thousand Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($36, 500. 00) plus Five Thousand Dol |l ars
(%5, 000.00) for each child, other than the applicant, who is not
emanci pat ed.

The two-year average annual adjusted gross incone of the
famly nust be verified by Internal Revenue Service returns or by
certified affidavits in cases of inconme that cannot be verified by
such returns.

As used in this subsection, the term"famly" for an
applicant who is not enmanci pated neans the applicant, the
applicant's parents and other children under age twenty-one (21)
of the applicant's parents. The term"famly" for an emanci pated
appl i cant neans the applicant, an applicant's spouse and any
chil dren under age twenty-one (21) of the applicant and spouse.

(5) Before being granted a schol arship, each eligible
applicant nust enter into a contract with the board of trustees,
whi ch shall be deened a contract with the State of M ssissippi
agreeing to the terns and conditions upon which the schol arship
will be granted. In order to receive a scholarship under this
program the recipient nust agree in the contract to be enpl oyed

with the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation for a period of
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no | ess than three (3) years after conpleting a baccal aureate
degree with a major in engineering.

(6) As a condition for renewal of a scholarship, a student
nmust make steady academ c progress toward a baccal aureate degree
with a major in engineering, as certified by the institution's
regi strar, and nmust maintain a cumul ative grade point average of
at least 3.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the end of each term

(7) If a scholarship recipient does not conplete a
baccal aureate degree with a major in engineering or fails to be
enpl oyed with the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation for a
period of three (3) years, the full anpbunt that the recipient
recei ved under the scholarship shall be due and payabl e, together
wWith interest at the current Stafford Loan rate when the breach
occurs, to the board of trustees.

(8) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall be the
adm ni stering agency of the program

(9) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
schol arships to eligible students under this program |f funds
are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible
applicants, the board shall award the schol arships to students
working toward their first degree on a first-conme, first-served
basi s; however, priority consideration nust be given to persons
previously receiving schol arshi ps under the programwho are mnaki ng
st eady academ c progress toward conpl eti on of a baccal aureate
degree with a major in engineering.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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