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HOUSE BI LL NO. 105

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT AD VALOREM TAXES ON MOTOR VEHI CLES
SHALL BE CHARGED TO THE BUYER OF THE VEH CLE AND SHALL BE PAI D ON
AN ANNI VERSARY DATE OR I N | NSTALLMENTS AT THE ELECTI ON OF THE
BUYER, TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH TAXES SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME
LI EN LAW6 AS OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTIONS 27-41-1
27-51-7, 27-51-9 AND 27-51-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY THERETO, TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-48, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE FEE FOR PERSONALI ZED LI CENSE TAGS SHALL
BE $10. 00; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Al ad valoremtaxes on notor vehicles which

are currently paid upon purchase of the license tag for such
vehi cl es shall be charged to the buyer of the vehicle and shall be
paid either on an anniversary date or in installnments, at the

el ection of the buyer. Ad valoremtax paynents on notor vehicles
shall be subject to the sane lien | aws as personal property and
shall be collected in the sane nmanner.

(2) If the ad valoremtaxes due on a notor vehicle are paid
ininstallnments, the install nment paynents shall be nade as
fol | ows:

(a) One-third (1/3) of all ad val oremtaxes due on a
notor vehicle shall be paid at the sanme tine the road and bridge
privilege tax is paid;

(b) One-third (1/3) of all ad val oremtaxes due on a
notor vehicle shall be paid not later than three (3) nonths after
the date the road and bridge privilege tax is paid; and

(c) One-third (1/3) of all ad val oremtaxes due on a
notor vehicle shall be paid not later than six (6) nonths after

the date the road and bridge privilege tax is paid.
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(3) Upon paynent of all ad val oremtaxes due on a notor
vehicle, the tax collector for the |local governnment to which the
ad valoremtaxes were paid shall issue a sticker indicating that
all ad val orem taxes due on such notor vehicle have been paid.
Such sticker shall be displayed on the driver's side of the
w ndshield of such notor vehicle and shall indicate the nonth and
year the ad valoremtaxes were paid, the |ocal governnent to which
the ad val oremtaxes were paid and the nonth and year in which the
sticker will expire.

SECTION 2. Section 27-41-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-1. Except as may ot herw se be provided in Section
27-41-2, all state, county, school, road, |evee and other taxing
districts and nunicipal ad val oremtaxes, except ad val oremtaxes
| evied for county or district or nunicipal bonds and ot her
evi dences of indebtedness for noney borrowed, and interest
t hereon, heretofore or hereafter assessed or |levied shall be due,
payabl e and collectible by the tax collector and shall be paid on
or before the first day of February next succeeding the date of
the assessnent and | evying of such taxes. All taxes l|levied for
county and district and nunici pal bonds and interest thereon, or
betterment or inprovenent assessnents, shall be paid by each
person assessed therewith on or before the first day of February
next succeeding the date of the assessnent and | evying of the
sane, at the tine of paynent of the state and county ad val orem
t axes, except as otherw se hereinafter provided in this chapter.
The tax collector shall begin to accept paynent for such ad
val orem taxes or assessnents not |ater than Decenber 26 of the
year prior to the year in which such taxes are required to be
pai d.

Any county may, by an order spread upon the m nutes of the
board of supervisors, allow the acceptance of partial paynments for

ad valoremtaxes. Any nunicipality wherein municipal taxes are
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not collected by the county may, by an order spread upon the
m nutes of the governing authority of said nmunicipality, allowthe
acceptance of partial paynents for ad valoremtaxes. |If said
partial paynents are allowed by the county or nunicipality, said
partial paynents shall be rmade as foll ows:

(a) One-half (1/2) of all ad valoremtaxes due shall be
paid on or before February 1.

(b) One-fourth (1/4) of all ad val oremtaxes, interest
and penalty due shall be paid on or before May 1.

(c) One-fourth (1/4) of all ad val oremtaxes, interest
and penalty due shall be paid on or before July 1.

| f any unpai d bal ance exi sts on August 1, then the |ands
shall be sold at the | and sale on the | ast Mnday in August for
sai d unpai d bal ance.

All ad val orem taxes, however, assessed agai nst notor
vehi cl es as prescribed by the Motor Vehicle Ad Val orem Tax Law of
1958, for any and all purposes and in any and all jurisdictions,
shall be paid in full on the date such taxes are due and payabl e,

or paid in installnents as provided in Section 1 of House Bill No.

, 2005 Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTION 3. Section 27-51-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-51-7. Any person required by law to pay a road and bri dge
privilege license tax on any notor vehicle shall also be liable
for the ad val orem taxes due on such notor vehicle, unless
ot herwi se specifically exenpt herein. Such ad val oremtaxes due
shall be paid at the sane tine the road and bridge privilege
license tax is paid, and the paynent of the said ad val oremtaxes
due shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of the said road and

bridge privilege license. However, ad val oremtaxes due on a

notor vehicle may be paid in installnents as provided in Section 1

of House Bill No. , 2005 Regul ar Session, and the paynent of
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the first installnent shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of

the road and bridge privilege |icense.

* * %

In all cases, however, where the tine for conplying with the
road and bridge privilege tax | aw has been extended by |aw as to
time of paynent, then the sane extension of tinme shall apply to
the date on which the ad val orem taxes on such notor vehicle nust
be paid. Ad valoremtaxes on all notor vehicles, defined in this
chapter, shall be calculated as of the first day of the nonth in
whi ch such taxes were due, regardl ess of any extension of tine for
paynment of such taxes as provi ded herei nabove.

SECTION 4. Section 27-51-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-51-9. For the purposes of this chapter, the fiscal year
shall comrence on August 1 and shall end on July 31 of each year.
The taxable year shall run concurrently wth the taxable year in
effect in the law pertaining to the paynent of the road and bridge
privilege license tax on notor vehicles. Except as otherw se
provided in Section 27-41-2, ad val oremtaxes on notor vehicles
shall be collected by the county tax collector for the county and
state and by the nunicipal tax collector for the municipalities.
Ad val orem taxes for any ensuing year may be paid during the nonth
as provided in Section 27-19-31, however, and said ad val orem
taxes on any notor vehicle nmust be paid at the sanme tinme or prior
to the time that the road and bridge privilege license is issued

for the subject notor vehicle, unless such ad val oremtaxes are

paid in installments as provided in Section 1 of House Bill No.

, 2005 Regul ar Session, or herein otherw se specifically

exenpt from such ad val oremtaxes. The ad valoremtax on notor
vehi cl es shall be conputed on the mllage rates in effect at the
time such privilege license tax is to be paid.

SECTION 5. Section 27-51-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-51-11. In cases where the road and bridge privilege tax
license is issued by the adm nistrator of the road and bridge
privilege tax |law, before he shall issue such |icense he shal
require that a tax receipt, nade out on the prescribed form and
properly issued, be presented to hi mshowing that all ad val orem
t axes due on such notor vehicle have been paid according to the
situs of the subject notor vehicle as shown by the witten

application for such privilege license. However, if ad val orem

t axes due on such notor vehicle are being paid in installnents as

provided in Section 1 of House Bill No. , 2005 Regqul ar

Session, the adm nistrator of the road and bridge privil ege tax

shall require that a tax recei pt, nade out on the prescribed form

and properly issued, be presented to himshowi ng that the first

i nstall nent paynent of such ad val oremtaxes has been nmade. |If

the application for such privilege license reveals that the situs
of the subject nmotor vehicle is in a nmunicipality, then the
adm ni strator of the road and bridge privilege tax | aw, before
issuing said privilege license, shall require that a tax receipt,
made out on the prescribed formand properly issued, be presented
to himshow ng that such ad val oremtaxes due have al so been paid.

However, if ad val oremtaxes due on such notor vehicle are being

paid in installnments as provided in Section 1 of House Bill No.

, 2005 Reqgul ar Session, the adm nistrator of the road and

bridge privilege tax shall require that a tax recei pt, nade out on

the prescribed formand properly issued, be presented to him

showi ng that the first install nent paynent of such ad val orem

t axes has been made. The adm nistrator of the road and bridge

privilege tax |law shall secure a rubber stanp to be used in

st anpi ng each such ad valoremtax receipt so presented to him
This stanp shall show the date of issuance and the recei pt nunber
of the privilege license issued for each correspondi ng ad val orem

tax receipt, date and |license recei pt nunber to be filled in with

ink, or wwth indelible pencil, by and in the nane of the
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adm nistrator of the road and bridge privilege tax | aw and
countersigned by the issuing deputy or clerk. The nunber of the
correspondi ng ad valoremtax recei pt presented shall be witten by
himon the privilege license receipt. |In cases where a separate
muni ci pal ad valoremtax receipt for notor vehicles is necessary,
the sanme procedure as outlined herein shall be followed with
reference to the nunicipal tax receipt.

The adm nistrator of the road and bridge privilege tax |aw,
his deputies or clerks violating the provisions of this section
shall be liable on their official bonds in double the anmount of
the ad val orem taxes due on each such notor vehicle.

Twi ce each fiscal year the adm nistrator of the road and
bridge privilege tax law shall file a report with the State
Audi tor showi ng the privilege |icense recei pt nunber, the
correspondi ng ad val oremtax recei pt nunber or nunbers, and the
name under which such license receipt was issued, for each such
| icense receipt issued by him A separate report shall be nade
for each county involved, and a duplicate copy of such report
shall be furnished the respective tax collector of each county
i nvol ved, and the tax collector of each nunicipality in said
county. One (1) of these reports shall be nmade on or before My
15 covering all such license receipts issued by himfor the then
current fiscal year, including those issued through the nonth of
April. Another such report shall be nade on or before Novenber 15
covering all such license receipts issued by himfor the remaining
portion of the immediately prior fiscal year.

The aforesaid reports shall be preserved by the State
Auditor, and, in auditing the tax collector for the correspondi ng
fiscal year, such tax receipts indicated on these reports shall be
reconciled with the correspondi ng ad val oremtax recei pt nunber in
the office of the tax collector.

SECTION 6. Section 27-19-48, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-19-48. (1) Owmers of notor vehicles who are residents of
this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to
regi stration and licensing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional fee in the anmobunt provided in
subsection (4)(a) of this section, shall be issued a personalized
| icense tag of the sane color as regular |license tags to consi st
of the nane of the county and not nore than seven (7) letters of
t he al phabet or seven (7) nunbers in lieu of the license tag
nunberi ng system prescri bed by law. The purchaser of the
personalized |icense tag nmay choose the conbination of such
| etters or nunbers, but no two (2) notor vehicles shall have the
sanme conbi nation of letters or nunbers. In the event that the
sane conbi nation of letters has been chosen by two (2) or nore
purchasers, the State Tax Conmm ssion shall assign a different
nunber to each such purchaser which shall appear on the |icense
tag followi ng the conbination of letters; provided, however, this
conbi nati on shall not exceed seven (7) letters and/ or nunbers.

The conbi nation of letters and/or nunbers witten across the

| icense tag shall be sufficiently large to be easily read but

shall not be less than three (3) inches in height. No conbination
of letters or nunbers which conprise words or expressions that are
consi dered obscene, slandering, insulting or vulgar in ordinary
usage shall be permtted, with the Chairman of the State Tax

Comm ssi on having the responsibility of making such determ nation.
I f, however, such license plate is issued in error or otherw se
and is determned by the chairman to be obscene, sl anderous,
insulting, vulgar or offensive, the chairman shall notify such
owner that the license plate nust be surrendered and that another
personalized |icense plate may be selected by himand i ssued at no

cost. Should the vehicle owner not desire another personalized
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license plate, the fee for such plate shall be refunded. In the
event the owner fails to surrender the license plate after

recei ving proper notification, the chairman shall issue an order
directing that the license plate be seized by agents of the State
Tax Comm ssion or any other duly authorized | aw enforcenent
personnel. If such owner is aggrieved by this determ nation, the
appeal procedure and the provisions provided in Section 27-19-337
shal | be foll owed.

(2) For the purposes of this section the terns "notor
vehi cl e and "vehicle" include notorcycles.

(3) Application for the personalized |license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State
Tax Comm ssion. The application formshall contain space for the
applicant to nmake five (5) different choices for the conbination
of the letters and nunbers in the order in which said conbination
is desired by the applicant. The application and the additional
fee, less five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Conm ssion within
seven (7) days of the date the application is made. The portion
of the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund.

(4) (a) Beginning with any registration year conmencing on
or after Novenber 1, 1986, any person applying for a personalized
| icense tag shall pay an additional fee which shall be in addition
to all other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for
a period of tinme to run concurrent with the vehicle's established

i cense tag year. The additional fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) is

due and payable at the tinme the original application is nmade for a
personal i zed tag and thereafter annually at the tinme of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the personalized tag.

I f the owner does not wish to retain such personalized tag, he
must surrender it to the local county tax collector. The

additional fee due at the tinme of renewal registration shall be
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collected by the county tax collector and remtted to the State
Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion.
(b) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all taxes
and fees into the State Treasury on the day collected. At the end
of each nonth, the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total
fees collected under this section to the State Treasurer who shal

distribute to the credit of the State General Fund Si x Doll ars and

Twenty-five Cents ($6.25) of each additional fee and the remai nder

of each such additional fee shall be deposited to the credit of
the State H ghway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
mai nt enance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a personalized |icense tag; and
the regular license tag nust be surrendered to the tax collector
upon issuance of the personalized |license tag. The tax collector
shall issue up to two (2) license decals for the personalized
license tag, which will expire the sanme nonth and year as the
original license tag.

(6) The applicant shall receive a refund of the fee paid for
a personalized license tag if the personalized |license tag i s not
i ssued to himbecause the conbination of |letters and nunbers
requested to be placed thereon is not available for any reason.

(7) In the case of loss or theft of a personalized |license
tag, the owner may nmake application and affidavit for a
replacenent |icense tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee
for a replacenent personalized license tag shall be Ten Doll ars
($10.00). The tax collector receiving such application and
affidavit shall be entitled to retain and deposit into the county
general fund five percent (5% of the fee for such repl acenent
| icense tag and the remai nder shall be distributed in the sane
manner as funds fromthe sale of regular license tags.

(8) The owner of a personalized |icense tag may nake

application for a duplicate of such tag. The fee for such
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duplicate personalized |icense tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application shall be entitled to
retain and deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%
of the fee for such duplicate personalized |icense tag and the
remai nder shall be distributed in the sane manner as funds from
the sale of regular license tags. A duplicate personalized
| icense tag may not be fastened to the rear of a vehicle and may
not be utilized as a replacenent for any personalized |icense tag
i ssued pursuant to this section. Mnth decals and year decal s
shall not be issued for duplicate personalized |icense tags and
nont h decal s and year decals shall not be attached to duplicate
personal i zed |icense tags.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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