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HOUSE BI LL NO. 84
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-17-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE APPLI CATI ON OF TRIAL | N THE ABSENCE OF THE ACCUSED; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-17-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-17-9. In crimnal cases the presence of the prisoner may

be waived (a) if the defendant is in custody and consenting

thereto, or (b) is on recogni zance or bail, has been arrested and

escaped, or has been notified in witing by the proper officer of
t he pendency of the indictnent against him and resisted or fled,
or refused to be taken, or is in any way in default for
nonappear ance, the trial may progress at the discretion of the
court, and judgnment nmade final and sentence * * * awarded as
t hough such defendant were personally present in court.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
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