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Senat or (s) Horhn To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 1

A RESCLUTI ON TO COMVEND M SSI SSI PPI GAM NG COVMM SSI ON
CHAI RVAN LEN BLACKWELL OF GULFPORT, M SSISSIPPI, FOR H' S PUBLIC
SERVI CE TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, Leonard Adam "Len" Bl ackwell 11, has served with
di stinction as Chairman of the M ssissippi Gam ng Comm ssion for
the past three years until his termof office expired on Septenber
30, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, the m ssion of the M ssissippi Gaming Comm ssion is
to enforce the Gami ng Control Act and Charitable Gam ng Laws of
the State of M ssissippi in such a manner that will ensure the
integrity of the State of M ssissippi and naintain the public
confidence in both the charitable gam ng and casi no gam ng
i ndustries by working in conjunction with the industry. The
M ssi ssi ppi Gami ng Conmi ssion works in concert with international,
national, state, county, local regulatory and | aw enforcenent
agencies to establish a safe and crine free environnent, and to
ensure econom ¢ devel opnent that is in both the best interest of
the citizens of the state. This free market systemwhich is
regul ated by the comm ssion and its chairman has been referred to
as the "M ssissippi Mdel" for its effectiveness; and

VWHEREAS, Chairman Leonard Adam "Len" Blackwell 11, was born
in Brookhaven, M ssissippi. He is a 1963 graduate of the
University of M ssissippi and a 1966 graduate of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Law. M. Blackwell was President of Qmcron
Del ta Kappa and a nenber of the Editorial Board of the M ssissipp

Law Journal at the University of M ssissippi School of Law, and
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WHEREAS, M. Blackwell|l is a partner in the Law Firm of
Bl ackwel | and White in Gulfport, Mssissippi, and also is a tinber
farmer in South M ssissippi. He served as President of the Young
Lawers Section of The M ssissippi Bar in 1978, was a nenber of
the Board of Directors of South M ssissippi Legal Services
Corporation from 1982-1991, serves as a panel nenber of the
M ssi ssippi State Bar Pro Bono Project, has been a |lecturer at the
University of M ssissippi School of Law since 1981 and was
President of the M ssissippi State Bar from 1990-1991. He hol ds
the rank of Advocate in the Anerican Board of Trial Advocacy, and
is a nenber of numerous professional and civic organizations; and

VWHEREAS, during Chairman Bl ackwel|l's tenure, the M ssissipp
Gam ng Conm ssion was particularly active in streamining the
functions of the Gam ng Laboratory, which approves all electronic
gam ng devices and firmvare and establishes mai nt enance procedures
for machine field testing and jackpot verification; and

WHEREAS, he is married to the former Mary El oi se Ladner. He
and his wife have two daughters and attend St. Mark's Epi scopal
Church. Comm ssioner Blackwell and his famly reside in Qulfport,
M ssi ssi ppi; and

WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recogni ze the public
service and integrity of this citizen who has served this
i nportant industry and the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby commend the | egacy of public
service of M ssissippi Gam ng Conm ssion fornmer Chairnman, Leonard
Adam "Len" Blackwell 11, and express to himand his famly the
best wi shes of the Legislature in their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Len Bl ackwel|l and be nade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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